
PUBLISHED FROM: DELHI LUCKNOW BHOPAL BHUBANESWAR RANCHI RAIPUR CHANDIGARH DEHRADUN HYDERABAD VIJAYWADA

RNI Regn. No. CHAENG/2006/18500 Vol.20 Issue 109 | *Air Surcharge Extra if Applicable

@TheDailyPioneer
facebook.com/dailypioneer

www.dailypioneer.com

instagram.com/dailypioneer

CHANDIGARH, TUESDAY APRIL 22, 2025; PAGES 12 `2

J GOPIKRISHNAN n New Delhi

The Centre has written to the UK
Government seeking details about
claims that Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi had British citizenship,

the Allahabad High Court was told on
Monday. After the submission, the Lucknow
bench of the High Court granted time to the
Central Government till May 5 to place
before it the outcome of a representation
moved against the Leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha, seeking cancellation of his 2024
Lok Sabha election over claims that he had
British citizenship.

A bench of Justices A R Masoodi and
Rajiv Singh passed the order while hearing
a public interest litigation (PIL) filed by S
Vignesh Shishir, a BJP worker from
Karnataka. While hearing the PIL on
November 25, the court sought information
from the central government regarding its
decision on the representation of the peti-
tioner. Deputy Solicitor General SB Pandey
informed the court on Monday that  acting
on the petitioner’s representation, the
Ministry concerned had written to the UK
Government seeking details about Gandhi’s
alleged British citizenship and hence the gov-
ernment needed more time to take a final

decision on the petitioner’s representation.
The central government had earlier also
sought more time in this regard. 

In the PIL, BJP worker Vignesh Shishir,
the petitioner has claimed that he has 
documents and some emails of the British
government which prove that Rahul Gandhi
is a British citizen, and due to this, he is 
ineligible to contest elections in India and
cannot hold the post of a Lok Sabha 
member. The petitioner also said that he sent
complaints twice to the competent 
authority regarding Rahul’Gandhi’s alleged
dual citizenship, but no action was taken by
them. On March 26, In BJP leader

Subramanian Swamy’s petition, Union
Home Ministry informed Delhi High Court
that probe on Rahul Gandhi’s petition is
under consideration. In April 2019, MHA
had issued show cause notice to Rahul
Gandhi on Subramanian Swamy’s complaint

showing British company records, where
Rahul declared himself as British citizen.
Rahul had floated company named as
Backops in London in 2002 and till 2009 in
compnay registry he claimed as British
Citizen and London resident. The petition-
er also said that he sent complaints twice to
the competent authority regarding
Rahul’Gandhi’s alleged dual citizenship,
but no action was taken by them. 

On March 26, In BJP leader Subramanian
Swamy’s petition, Union Home Ministry
informed Delhi High Court that probe on
Rahul Gandhi’s petition is under consider-
ation. In April 2019, MHA had issued show

cause notice to Rahul Gandhi on
Subramanian Swamy’s complaint showing
British company records, where Rahul
declared himself as British citizen. Rahul had
floated company named as Backops in
London in 2002 and till 2009 in compnay
registry he claimed as British Citizen and
London resident. 

The petitioner also said that he sent com-
plaints twice to the competent authority
regarding Rahul’Gandhi’s alleged  dual cit-
izenship, but no action was taken by them.
On March 26, In BJP leader Subramanian
Swamy’s petition, Union Home Ministry
informed Delhi 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Lyon

Tributes to Pope Francis instantly
poured in from around the world
from presidents to people of all

walks of like on Monday after the Vatican
announced the pontiff ’s death at age 88.
President Emmanuel Macron of France, a
country that is largely Roman Catholic,
focused on the pope’s impact on the
church, writing on X that “From Buenos
Aires to Rome, Pope Francis wanted the
Church to bring joy and hope to the 
poorest. For it to unite humans among
themselves, and with nature. May this hope
forever outlast him.”

US Vice President JD Vance, who on
Easter Sunday met with the pope before
travelling on to India, wrote on X on
Monday that his “heart goes out” to the 
millions of Christians who loved him, and
said: “I was happy to see him yesterday,
though he was obviously very ill.”

Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni, who was
one of the few official visitors to see
Francis during his recent hospitalization,
alluded to the pope’s personal comfort and
advice for her, saying “I had the privilege
of enjoying his friendship, his counsel and
his teachings, which never failed me, not
even in times of trial and suffering.”

Francis’ death, she said, “deeply saddens
us, as we are saying goodbye to a great man
and a great shepherd.” European

Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen recalled the pontiff as an inspiration
for the entire world, not just Christians.

“He inspired millions, far beyond the

Catholic Church, with his humility and love
so pure for the less fortunate,” she tweeted.
“My thoughts are with all who feel this 
profound loss. May they find solace in the
idea that Pope Francis’ legacy will contin-
ue to guide us all toward a more just, peace-
ful and compassionate world.”

As crowds flocked to St. Peter’s Square,
well-wishers worldwide laid flowers at
churches — many of whose bells tolled in
honour of Francis, including at the 
recently reopened Notre Dame Cathedral
in Paris. 

Israeli President Issac Herzog, whose role
is mostly ceremonial, offered condolences
and called Francis a man of “deep faith and
boundless compassion.”

“I truly hope that his prayers for peace in
the Middle East and for the safe return of the
hostages will soon be answered,” Herzog post-
ed on X, referring to the pope’s repeated calls
for an end to the war and the release of cap-
tives held by Hamas in the Gaza Strip. Francis
had repeatedly criticized Israel’s wartime con-
duct and said allegations of genocide, which
Israel has adamantly denied, should be inves-
tigated.

On social media, Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sánchez hailed Francis for focusing on
the world’s most vulnerable; Polish Prime
Minister Donald Tusk 
posted a photo of himself on X with the pope,
both smiling, and called Francis a “kind,
warm and compassionate person.” 

RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

Aimed at combating the adverse
effects of rising temperatures, Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta on Monday

unveiled the Heat Action Plan 2025 and
activated the disaster management
machinery. Considering the threat 
of heatwaves, the Heat Action Plan pro-
poses 3,000 cold water ATMs, cool roof
technology to setting up heatwave wards
in hospitals and shading public walkways.

In addition to an early warning system
for heat waves, green roofs at bus stops and
special wards for heatstroke patients at all
hospitals, the plan proposes deploying
1,800 National and Delhi Disaster
Response volunteers — known as ‘Aapda
Mitras’ — the plan includes the establish-
ment of shaded cooling shelters and the
installation of 3,000-4,000 large RO water
units attached to the boundary walls of
Delhi government schools and office

buildings. These will dispense cold water
round-the-clock, benefiting approximate-
ly five lakh citizens. The chief minister
also virtually inaugurated three Cool

Roof pilot projects at Kashmere Gate,
Anand Vihar and Delhi Secretariat. The
number of such projects will be increased
soon, she said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Bengaluru

Police probing former Karnataka
DGP Om Prakash’s murder case have
learnt that his wife Pallavi allegedly

threw chilli powder on his face before 
stabbing him to death, police sources said.
Police have detained Pallavi as she emerged
as a key suspect in the murder case.

Along with her, their daughter Kriti has
also been detained. Prakash, a 1981 batch
IPS officer hailing from Bihar, was found
dead in a pool of blood in the ground floor
of his three-storeyed house in the posh
HSR Layout in the city on Sunday. “After
a heated exchange of words, Pallavi threw
chili powder on Prakash’s face,” sources
claimed. As the hefty former police chief
of Karnataka scrambled for relief from the
burning sensation, Pallavi stabbed him
multiple times with a knife, killing him on

the spot, sources said. She then made a
video call to her friend and said, “I have
killed the monster,” sources claimed.

The murder was the culmination of fre-
quent run-ins between the couple, the
sources said. It is learnt that there was a
property dispute involved in the crime per-
taining to a land in Dandeli in Karnataka.
A few months ago, Pallavi had approached
the HSR Layout police station to lodge a
complaint. When the staff there did not
oblige, she staged a ‘Dharna’ (sit-in 
demonstration) in front of the police 
station, sources claimed. It’s also learnt that
Pallavi was diagnosed with schizophrenia
and was under medication too. 

The 68-year-old retired IPS officer was
a native of Champaran, Bihar, and held a
Master’s degree in Geology.

Prakash was appointed Director General
of Police on March 1, 2015.

World mourns death of Pope Francis
RAHUL DATTA n New Delhi

India and the US on Monday discussed
the entire gamut of their bilateral ties
and ways to further enhance strate-

gic ties during talks here between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Vice
President J D Vance. They expressed 
satisfaction at the progress made in the
trade pact. Parleys were held in the back-
drop of ongoing negotiations for a
bilateral trade agreement to address var-
ious issues including tariff and market
access.  Modi also hosted a dinner for
the visiting dignitary.In their talks,
Prime Minister Modi and Vice President
Vance also exchanged views on various
regional and global issues of mutual inter-
est.A statement by Prime Minister’s
Office(PMO)after the talks said

they welcomed progress in the 
India-U.S. Bilateral Trade Agreement
(BTA) and efforts towards enhancing
cooperation in energy, defence, strategic
technologies. The two leaders also
exchanged views on various regional and
global issues of mutual interest.

Prime Minister Modi fondly recalled
his visit to Washington D.C. in January
and his fruitful discussions with President
Trump, which laid down the roadmap for
close cooperation between India and the
U.S., leveraging the strengths of Make

America Great Again (MAGA) and 
Viksit Bharat 2047, the statement said.

Both of them reviewed and positively
assessed the progress in various areas

of bilateral cooperation. They welcomed
the significant progress in the 
negotiations for a mutually beneficial
India-U.S. 

Modi, Vance discuss BTA, strategic ties

Wife threw chilli powder
before DGP murder, say police

RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

Acity courtroom in Dwarka was left
stunned earlier this month when
a 63-year-old retired government

school teacher and his lawyer recently
threatened and hurled abuses at a woman
judge inside a courtroom in Delhi after
he was convicted in a six-year-old cheque
bounce case. 

The accused even attempted to hurl an
object at the judge for not delivering an
order in his favour. He then instructed his
lawyer to do whatever it took to secure a
favourable judgment. 

The outburst took place before Judicial
Magistrate (NI Act) Shivangi Mangla,
who had on April 2 convicted the accused
under Section 138 of the Negotiable
Instruments Act — the law dealing with

dishonour of cheques. Following 
the conviction, the judge directed the
accused to furnish bail bonds under
Section 437A of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC).

“Tu hai kya cheez .............ki tu bahar mil
dekhte hai kaise zinda ghar jaati
hai........(Who even are you... just meet me
outside and let’s see how you make it back
home alive),” the accused told the judge
as noted in the Court’s order dated April
2. “After hearing the judgment not in favor
of accused, Accused erupted with anger
on the Judge in open court as to how the
judgment of conviction can be passed. 

Accused started harassing the Judge in
open court in unofficial Hindi language
with commentary against the mother of
the Judge. Accused was also holding some
object and he tried to throw it on the

Judge for not passing order in his favor.
Then, he ordered his advocate to do any-
thing to get judgment in his favour,” the
judge wrote in her order.

Then again they both harassed mental-
ly and physically to resign from job and
they both again harassed to acquit the
accused else they will file complaint
against me and forcibly arrange my 
resignation. 

However, following the conviction,
the accused and his counsel allegedly
harassed the woamn judge both mental-
ly and physically, pressuring her to resign
from her post, Judge Mangla recorded in
her order.

They again subjected her to harass-
ment, demanding that she acquit the
accused. They also threatened to file a
complaint against her and forcibly secure

her resignation. The judge said that
appropriate action shall be initiated
against the accused before the National
Commission for Women for the threats
and harassment.

“Still the undersigned stand against all
the odds and always do needful in favor
of justice. The undersigned shall be tak-
ing appropriate measures against the
accused before National Commission

Woman, Delhi for such threatening and
harassment,” the Court directed.

The judge also issued a show cause
notice to the convict’s lawyer, advocate
Atul Kumar, seeking an explanation as to
why criminal contempt proceedings
should not be initiated against him for
misbehaving with her.

“Court notice be issued to counsel for
accused Sh Atul Kumar to show cause in
writing providing relevant explanation for
the conduct shown by him today and fur-
ther to explain as to why he shall not be
referred to the Hon’ble High Court for ini-
tiating criminal contempt proceedings
against him for such misbehavior.” 

The lawyer was directed to furnish the
reply on the next date of hearing on April
5, 2025.

On April 5, the court sentenced the

convict who is retired teacher to 22
months of simple imprisonment and
imposed a fine of `6.65 lakh.

Kumar appeared before the court on
April 5 at around 1400hrs, saying the con-
vict was a retired government teacher, liv-
ing on pension with three dependent sons.
The court then sentenced him to 1.10
years of imprisonment and imposed a
`6.65 lakh fine in the NI Act case.  The
convict moved a plea to file an appeal,
which the court allowed.

On the misdemeanour of the convict
and his counsel, the court said, “Let the
matter be referred to the principal district
and sessions judge, southwest, Dwarka,
for the referral to the Delhi High Court
for taking up appropriate 
proceedings in terms of the order dated
April 2.”

Delhi man lives stereotype, threatens judge inside courtroom: tu bahar mil

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Ranchi/
New Delhi

Eight Naxals, including a top rung cen-
tral committee member of the extrem-
ists carrying a bounty of `1 crore on

his head, were killed in an encounter with
CoBRA commandos of the CRPF and
police in Bokaro district of Jharkhand on
Monday, officials said.

The exchange of fire started around 5.30
am in Lugu Hills of Lalpania area of the dis-
trict, they said.

The troops of 209 Commando Battalion
for Resolute Action (CoBRA) along with
state police conducted the operation in
which eight Naxals were killed and an AK

series rifle, three INSAS rifles, a self-load-
ing rifle (SLR), eight country-made guns
and a pistol were seized, officials said.

Those killed include central committee
member of the extremist outfit Prayag
Manjhi alias Vivek, special area committee
member Arvind Yadav alias Avinash, zonal
committee member Sahebram Manjhi alias
Rahul Manjhi, Mahesh Manjhi alias Mota,
Talu, Ranju Manjhi, Gangaram 
and Mahesh.

Vivek carried a bounty of `1crore,
Arvind Yadav had a reward of ̀ 25 lakh and
Sahebram Majhi `10 lakh. 

They were booked by the police in var-
ious cases of violence, the officials said.

The central committee is the top deci-

sion-making body of the Maoist organisa-
tion, they said. No injuries have been report-
ed among the security personnel, they said.

Jharkhand DGP Anurag Gupta said,
“With this encounter, Maoist squads in
North Chotanagpur region have been
wiped out.” He added, “Maoists have near-
ly been wiped out from across the state.

They only remain in Chaibasa region. We
are going to relocate all our forces, includ-
ing the CRPF, Jharkhand Jaguar and
Jharkhand Armed Police, in the Saranda
area. Our target is to eliminate all the Maoist
squads in the region in the next 15 to 20
days, or certainly before the rainy season.”

“We appeal to the Maoists of Chaibasa
to surrender before police. We have a good
surrender policy,” the DGP said. The
CoBRA is the special jungle warfare unit 
of the CRPF.

The operation is part of the Union gov-
ernment’s declaration of eliminating
Naxalism from the country by March, 2026.

In another development, Vishnu Deo Sai,
the chief minister of neighbouring

Chhattisgarh, is expected to meet Union
Home Minister Amit Shah at his office in
North Block in New Delhi on Monday
evening for a comprehensive review of the
anti-Naxal operations in his state and
related subjects, officials said.

This year, more than 140 Maoists have
been gunned down in separate encounters
in Chhattisgarh, called by security officials
as the “last bastion” for Left Wing
Extremism (LWE) in the country.

in the wake of killing of eight Naxals by
security forces in Jharkhand, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Monday asserted
that his government’s commitment to
eliminate Naxalism continues unabated.

“Our march to eliminate Naxalism con-

tinues unabated. Today security forces
achieved another significant success in the
ongoing operation to uproot Naxalism. In
an encounter at Lugu Hills in Bokaro,
Jharkhand, 8 Maoists were neutralised,
including a top-level naxal leader, Vivek,
who carried a reward of Rs 1 crore, and two
other notorious Naxalites. The operation is
being continued. Applaud our security
forces,” Shah wrote on ‘X’.

The troops of 209 Commando Battalion
for Resolute Action (CoBRA) along with
state police conducted the operation in
which eight Naxals were killed and an AK
series rifle, three INSAS rifles, a self-load-
ing rifle (SLR), eight country-made guns
and a pistol were seized, officials said.

Eight Naxals, including one with `1 crore bounty, killed in Jharkhand encounter

Delhi unveils action plan to combat heatwave

The judge issued a show cause
notice to the convict’s lawyer
seeking an explanation as to
why criminal contempt
proceedings should not be
initiated against him 

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta with Health Minister Pankaj Kumar Singh, Water Minister Parvesh
Verma and Rajendra Singh, member & HoD, National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) during
the launch of the Heat Action Plan 2025 of the Delhi government RANJAN DIMRI/THE PIONEER

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday condoled the passing of Pope Francis
and said he would always be remembered as a
beacon of compassion, humility and spiritual
courage by millions across the world.

“Deeply pained by the passing of His
Holiness Pope Francis. In this hour of grief and
remembrance, my heartfelt condolences to the
global Catholic community. Pope Francis will
always be remembered as a beacon of
compassion, humility and spiritual courage by
millions across the world,” Modi said in a social
media post. “From a young age, he devoted
himself towards realising the ideals of Lord
Christ. He diligently served the poor and
downtrodden. For those who were suffering, he
ignited a spirit of hope,” he said.

Modi fondly recalled his meetings with the
pontiff and said he was greatly inspired by his
commitment to inclusive and all-round
development. “His affection for the people of
India will always be cherished. May his soul find
eternal peace in God’s embrace,” the Prime
Minister said. Modi met Pope Francis for the
first time when he visited Italy for the G20
summit. The meeting took place at the Vatican
when the world was still coping with Covid. 

PM CONDONES POPE’S DEATH  

Vivek carried a bounty of `1
crore, Arvind Yadav had a
reward of `25 lakh and
Sahebram Majhi `10 lakh. They
were booked by the police in
various cases of violence

In the PIL, BJP worker Vignesh
Shishir, the petitioner has
claimed that he has documents
and some emails of the British
government which prove that
Rahul Gandhi is a British citizen

India seeks Britain’s response on Rahul’s citizenship

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a meeting with US Vice President JD Vance PTI



I Jasbir Singh, S/o Prem 
Singh, R/o  House No. 400 Bhareli, 
District Panchkula, Haryana, my 
son Akshey and his wife Komal are 
out of my control. I disown them 
from all my Moveable/ Immoveable 
property. Anybody Dealing with 
them at their own risk. 

I, Meena Devi W/o Late 
Ratipal R/o Near St. Mary’s  School, 
Assandh Road, Panipat declare 
that my son Saurabh is 19 years 
old, out of my control. So I disown 
them from my movable/ immovable 
properties. If anybody deals with his 
shall do at their own risk in future. 

We, Ramkumar S/o Sh. 
Prithvi Singh and Indero Devi W/o 
Sh. Ramkumar R/o H.No. 1973, 
Near Airtal Tawar, Rohtak Road, 
Lakhan Majra, Distt. Rohtak - 
124514 declare that our sons 
Rajpal and Rakesh  are out of my 
control. So we disown them from 
our all moveable/immoveable 
properties. Any body dealing with 
them at own risk. We or our family 
are not responsible for any type of 
their any legal or illegal acts. 

We Rulda Ram S/o Shri 
Mehar Singh and Smt. Kamlesh 
Kaur W/o Shri Rulda Ram both R/o 
#476 Village Billa Tehsil & Distt. 
Panchkula, our son Shubham is out 
of our control. So We Disown him 
from our movable/immovable 
properties Anybody dealing with 
him at their own risk. 

I, Monika Singal, W/o late Sh. 
Inder Kumar R/o village Mangali 
Mohabbat, Tehsil & District Hisar, 
Now R/o H.No. 144 C Shyam Vihar 
Kamiri Road Hisar (Haryana), 
hereby evict my son Hitesh Kumar 
and my daughter-in-law Pooja 
Bansal W/o Hitesh Kumar, from my 
all movable-immovable property as 
they are out of me & my family's 
control, I and my family will not be 
responsible for any of their 
transactions or dealings, they will 
be responsible on their own. 

We Sarbjit Singh Soni S/O 
Harbans Singh And Surjeet Kaur 
Soni W/O Sarbjit Singh Soni R/O 
St.No.1 Kacha Zira Road Moga 
Distt. Moga Declare That Our Son 
Sonitpal Singh Soni @ Satwinder 
Singh @ Happy And His Wife 
Amandeep Kaur Soni (Daughter-In-
Law) Are Out Of Our Control. So 
We Disowned Them From Our All 
Movable-Immovable Property. 
Anybody Deals With Them At Their 
Own Risk And Responsibility. We 
And Our Family Members Will Not 
Be Responsible For Their Any 
Deeds. 

I, Darshan Ram S/o Sh. 
Pritam Lal R/o Vill. Salpani Khurd, 
Tehsil Thanesar, Distt. Kurukshetra 
declare that my son Ajay, daughter-
in-law Sapna and my second son 
Harshdeep, who are beyond my 
control, I evict them from all my 
movable and immovable 
properties. Whoever has dealings 
with them will be responsible, not 
me or my family. 

ਮ� ਸੰਤੋਖ ਰਾਜ ਪੁਤੱਰ ਬਲੇੀ ਰਾਮ ਵਾਸੀ 
ਬਿਮਆਲ, ਤਿਹਸੀਲ ਵਾ ਿਜਲ� ਾ ਪਠਾਨਕਟੋ 
ਸੂਿਚਤ ਕਰਦਾ ਹਾਂ ਿਕ ਮਰੇਾ ਪੁਤੱਰ ਸਦੰੀਪ 
ਕੁਮਾਰ ਜ ੋਿਕ ਮਰੇ ੇਕਿਹਣ ਤ� ਿਬਲਕੁਲ ਬਾਹਰ 
ਹ,ੈ ਇਸ ਲਈ ਮ# ਉਸ ਨੰੂ  ਆਪਣੀ ਚਲੱ-
ਅੱਚਲ ਜਾਇਦਾਦ ਤ� ਬੇਦਖਲ ਕਰਦਾ ਹਾਂ, ਉਸ 
ਨਾਲ ਲੈਣ ਦਣੇ ਕਰਨ ਵਾਲਾ ਖੁਦੱ ਿਜੰਮਵੇਾਰ 
ਹਵੋਗੇਾ, ਸਬਧੰਤ ਨੋਟ ਕਰਨ |  

I, Jaspreet Kaur D/o Hamid 
Khan R/o House No. 42, Gandhi 
Nagar, Jalandhar, Punjab 144009 
declare that I have embraced 
ISLAM Religion and renounced 
SIKH Religion w.e.f. 11.04.2025. 

I, Omvati Wd/o No. 
13810537 Late Sepoy Jai Singh 
R/o H.No. 472 (P), Sector - 01, 
Rohtak (Haryana) declare that my 
name Shanti Devi is wrongly 
mentioned in my husband Army 
records. But my actual & correct 
name is Omvati. vide affidavit 
dated 21.04.2025 before Notary 
Public Rohtak. 

I, Iqbal Singh S/o Surta 
Singh R/o VPO Chawinda Devi, 
Majitha, Distt. Amritsar, Punjab-
143504 declare that my father was 
known by two names Surat Singh 
and Surta Singh. Surta Singh and 
Surat Singh is one and the same 
person. 

I, Amerthem legally mother 
of No.16112458N Rank HAV 
Name Balakrishnan M Unit 4 Engr 
Regt C/o 56 APO Bathinda cantt. 
(Punjab) permanent resident of 
3/65, Valangakulam, Thidian Post 
Usilai Thaluk, VTC : Thidian, Distt. 
Madurai, State- Tamil Nadu-
625529 declare That I have 
changed my name from 
Amerthem to Amirtham M and 
DOB 29.07.1965 to 25.04.1965 
vide affidavit  dated 21.04.2025 

I, A Malayarasan legally 
father of No.16112458N Rank 
HAV Name Balakrishnan M Unit 4 
Engr Regt C/o 56 APO Bathinda 
cantt. (Punjab) permanent 
resident of 3/65, Valangakulam, 
Thidian Post Usilai Thaluk, VTC : 
Thidian, Distt. Madurai, State- 
Tamil Nadu-625529 declare That I 
have changed my name from A 
Malayarasan to Malaiyarasan 
Azhagumlai and DOB 29.07.1959 
to 02.08.1964 vide affidavit  dated 
21.04.2025 

I, Selvam Abinaya legally 
spouse of No.16112458N Rank 
HAV Name Balakrishnan M Unit 4 
Engr Regt C/o 56 APO Bathinda 
cantt. (Punjab) permanent 
resident of 18/2, Middle Street, P 
Vaigaikulam, Thirumangalamtaluk, 
VTC : Vagaikulam, Distt. Madurai, 
State- Tamil  Nadu-625706 
declare That I have changed my 
name from Selvam Abinaya to 
Abinaya S vide affidavit  dated 
21.04.2025 

 I, Lakshmi legally mother of 
No.16127569H Rank L/NK Name 
Rayi Nageswara Rao Unit 440(l) 
Engr Sqn C/o 56 APO Bathinda 
cantt. (Punjab) permanent resident 
of HNo. 2-17, Kondakoppaka 
Veedhi, Ganesh Centre, 
Yelamanchili, VTC : Eti Koppaka,  
Distt. Visakhapatnam, State- 
Andhra Pradesh-531082 declare 
That I have changed my name from 
Lakshmi to Rayi Lakshmi and DOB 
18.04.1979 to 01.01.1979 vide 
affidavit  dated 19.04.2025 

I, Appalanaidu legally father 
of No.16127569H Rank L/NK 
Name Rayi Nageswara Rao Unit 
440(l) Engr Sqn C/o 56 APO 
Bathinda cantt. (Punjab) permanent 
resident of HNo. 2-17, 
Kondakoppaka Veedhi, Ganesh 
Centre, Yelamanchili, VTC : Eti 
Koppaka,  Distt. Visakhapatnam, 
State- Andhra Pradesh-531082 
declare That I have changed my 
name from Appalanaidu to Rayi 
Appalanaidu and DOB 26.06.1975 
to 01.01.1972 vide affidavit dated 
19.04.2025  

I, Singupuram Rangayya 
legally father of No.16125654M 
Rank NK Name Singupuram 
Padmanabhayya Unit 440(l) Engr 
Sqn C/o 56 APO Bathinda cantt. 
(Punjab) permanent resident of 
Sanasahi, Saradhapur, VTC : 
Ankudu, Distt. Gajapati, State- 
Odisha-761210 declare That I have 
changed my name from 
Singupuram Rangayya to 
Singupuram Ranga Rao and DOB 
01.01.1973 to 01.01.1964 vide 
affidavit  dated 21.04.2025 

I, Singupuram Tejamma 
legally mother of No.16125654M 
Rank NK Name Singupuram 
Padmanabhayya Unit 440(l) Engr 
Sqn C/o 56 APO Bathinda cantt. 
(Punjab) permanent resident of 
Sanasahi, Saradhapur, Ankudu, 
Gajapati, State- Odisha-761210 
declare That I have changed my 
DOB from 09.03.1975 to 
01.01.1982 vide affidavit  dated 
21.04.2025 

I, No. 14655513H Rank HAV 
Name Gaikwad Bapurao Mahadeo 
Unit 138(I) Wksp EME (Sig Gp) C/o 
56 APO Bathinda cantt. (Punjab) 
permanent resident of Gavthan, 
Karkhel Tal Man, Karkhel, PO 
Parayanti, Distt. Satara, State- 
Maharashtra-415509 declare That I 
have changed my minor son name 
from Abhiraj to Abhiraj Bapurao 
Gaikwad vide affidavit  dated 
25.03.2025 

I, No. 14655513H Rank HAV 
Name Gaikwad Bapurao Mahadeo 
Unit 138(I) Wksp EME (Sig Gp) C/o 
56 APO Bathinda cantt. (Punjab) 
permanent resident of Gavthan, 
Karkhel Tal Man, Karkhel, PO 
Parayanti, Distt. Satara, State- 
Maharashtra-415509 declare That I 
have changed my minor son name 
from Aditya to Aditya Bapurao 
Gaikwad vide affidavit  dated 
25.03.2025 

I, Army No- 15466614H, 
Havildar Bhupinder Singh (Retd) 
(UIDAI No- 775735195481) 
resident at Satnam Nagar, H No- 
107, Ward No- 12, Malout, PO- 
Malout, Teh- Malout, Distt- Sri 
Muktsar Sahib, Punjab- 152107, 
declared that. In my army service 
records name of my father is 
erroneously recorded as Ajeet 
Singh whereas his correct name is 
Ajit Singh as mentioned in his 
Aadhar Card & Pan card and name 
of my son is erroneously recorded 
as Akshpreet Singh whereas his 
correct name is Akshpreet Singh 
Dhillon as mentioned in his Aadhar 
Card, Birth Certificate & 
Matriculation Certificate. Further 
name of my daughter is also 
erroneously recorded as Manvir 
Kaur whereas her correct name is 
Manveer Kaur as mentioned in her 
Aadhar Card, Birth Certificate & 
Matriculation Certificate. All 
concerned please note. 

I EX NO-15160625-A, Rank-
Hav, Name-Gurmeet Singh. 
Residence Of-Vill- Dhianpura, Po-
Kurali, Tehsil-Morinda, 
District-Rupnagar Declared That I 
Amend My Mother Name- 
(Inderjeet Kaur To Inderjit Kaur) 
Mother Date Of Birth (09-01-1957 
To 01-01-1944) And Father Date Of 
Birth (09-01-1956 Το 10-06-1953) 

I Army No. 4466906X Rank 
Ex Hav Bahadur Singh S/o Bawa 
Singh R/o VPO Rattowal Tehsil 
Raikot Distt Ludhiana, Punjab -
141105 hereby declare that in my 
service record my daughter name 
entered as Rawandeep Kaur is 
incorrect her correct name is 
Ramandeep Kaur. 

I, Hardeep Kaur D/o JC-
347707F Sub Jaswant Singh 
(Retd) of Records, BEG (Kirkee) 
Resident of Vpo. Jhinger Kalan 
Teh-Dasuya Distt. Hoshiarpur 
Punjab-144205 declare that in my 
father service records my name 
wrongly entered Hardip Kaur and 
wrongly entered DOB 24-09-1989. 
But my correct name is Hardeep 
Kaur and correct DOB is 27-11-
1988. So amended my name & 
DOB in my father service record. 

I, army No JC-284780H Rank 
Sub Maj name Sukhdeep Singh 
S/o of Ranjit Singh Resident of 
Village Rampur, Tehsil Payal, 
District Ludhiana do hereby declare 
that correct and actual date of birth 
of my wife Mohanjit Kaur may be 
read as 16-04-1977 instead of 20-
02-1983. 

I, Chandan Tiwari, is Brother 
of 17036710F, Rank SEP, Name 
Sonu Tiwari Unit of 607 EME, BN, 
(218 FD Wksp), C/O 56 APO, 
Ferozepur Cantt, Residing at 
Village Guthani, Teh. Siwan, Distt. 
Siwan (Bihar) 841435, have 
changed my date of birth From 
02/08/2003 to 10/01/2005. 

I, Jitendra Kumar, brother of 
Army No. 17046507Y Rank CFN 
Name Rahul Kumar of Unit 14 Engr 
Regt C/o 56 APO, PIN-914014 
have changed my date of birth from 
01.01.2004 to 10.12.2008 Vide 
Affidavit Notary Ferozepur.  

I, Jai Prakash Chaudhary S/O 
Chaju Ram R/O 519 B -17, Shiva Ji 
Colony, Janta Bhawan Road, Sirsa 
Have Changed My Name  To Jai 
Prakash. 

I, Shinder Singh s/o Shri 
Dwarka Dass R/O #156, Village 
Faidan Nizampur , UT, Chandigarh 
have changed my name from 
Shinder Singh to Jaswinder Singh. 

I, Anjli Deval spouse of 
Jitendra Singh Deval R/o Plot No 
GHA-57, Bhawani Nagar, Sikar 
Road, Jaipur, Rajasthan have 
changed my name from Anjli Deval 
to Anjli Kaviya vide Affidavit No - IN-
CH55669069550672X Dated 
16-04-2025 before Notary, Distt. 
Court Chandigarh. 

I, Saraswathy P mother of 
Marush P S R/o #10/5-1, C I S 
Church Street, Kanimadam, 
Agasteeswaram, Kanniyakumari, 
Tamil Nadu 629401 have changed 
my name from Saraswathy P to 
Saraswathi P vide Affidavit No - IN-
CH55689787513761X Dated 
17-04-2025 before Notary, Distt. 
Court Chandigarh. 

I, Rajinder Kaur W/o Avtar 
Singh Walia R/o # 1011/2 Sector 
45B, Chandigarh has changed my 
name from Rajinder Kaur to Rajinder 
Kaur Walia. 

I, Buta Ram Kaushal S/o Matu 
Ram R/o 68, Ward No.6, Banur, 
SAS Nagar, Mohali have changed 
my name from Buta Ram Kaushal to 
Buta Ram. 

I, Karishma D/o Vinod Kumar 
R/o H. No. 157, Ishwari Bhawan, 
Katla Ram Lila, Hisar (Haryana) 
declare that I have changed my 
name from  Karishma to Krishma 
Singal  for future purpose.  

I, Gopal Singh S/o Jhusi Singh 
R/o House No. 461, Ward No. 2, 
Jain Gali, Hisar (Haryana) declare 
that I have changed my name from 
Gopal Singh to Gopal Singh Karki 
for future purpose.  

I, Harikesh S/o Ishwar Singh 
R/o House No. 1061, Ashok Vihar, 
Near Ravi Dass Dharmshala, Main 
Gali, Azad Nagar, Hisar (Haryana) 
declare that I have changed my 
name from Harikesh  to Harikesh 
Tandon for future purpose.  

I, Suman Rani  W/o Gunjan 
Jindal R/o 534, Malik Chowk, Near 
Apolo Hospital, Priti Nagar, Hisar 
hereby declare that I have changed 
my name from Suman A.K.A. 
Suman Jindal to Suman Rani for all 
future purposes.  

I, Rajan Wadhwa father of 
Ganakshi, holder of Indian Passport 
No: C6792196, issued at DUBAI on 
30/01/2025, permanent resident of 
HNO 334 Punjabi Chowk Narwana, 
Jind PIN : 126116, Haryana, India 
and presently residing at Flat No 
1001, Ali Plaza building, Al Qasimia, 
Al Nud Sharjah, UAE, do hereby 
change my daughter name holding 
indian passport No: U9351715 
issued at Chandigarh on 17/02/2021 
from (Current Name) Ganakshi to 
Ganakshi (Given Name)  Wadhwa 
(Surname), with immediate effect. 

I Ramesh Kumar Son of Sh. 
Ram Kumar R/o House No. 1157, 
Audit Pool Colony, Sector 41-B, 
Chandigarh have changed my minor 
son name from Dhruv to Dhruv 
Gadhwal. 

I Ramkishan Son of Chaman 
Lal Mehra R/o Village Noswa Post 
office Chirya, Tehsil and Distt. 
Charkhi Dadri Haryana have 
changed my name from Ramkishan 
to Ramkishan Mehra 

I Vishal S/o Mahender Singh 
R/o House No 1402, Phase-1, 
Ramdarbar, Chandigarh have 
changed my name from Vishal to 
Vishal Singh. 

I Vanita W/o Santosh Kumar 
R/o House No 1913-B, Small Flats, 
Dhanas, Chandigarh have changed 
my name from Vanita to Archana 
Devi. 

I, Sudershan Kumar Pahwa 
S/o Laxman Dass Pahwa R/o 
294/23, DLF Colony, Rohtak declare 
that I have changed my name from 
Sudarshan Kumar Pahwa S/o 
Lachhman Dass to Sudershan 
Kumar Pahwa S/o Laxman Dass 
Pahwa. 

I Asha w/o Sh Kuldeep Singh 
R/o H. No 557/1, Shivalik Vihar, 
Naya Gaon, Distt. Mohali have 
changed my name from Asha to 
Kumari Asha. 

I, Neera Manpreet Singh 
(Aadhar No. 7370-1931-2308) D/o 
Sh. Charanjit Singh Rana, R/o 
House No. 590, Sector-16, 
Panchkula, Haryana-134111, 
hereby changed my name from 
Neera Gyani/Manpreet 
Gyani/Manpreet Rana/Neera 
Rana/Neera Singh to Neera 
Manpreet Singh. 

I, Khushbu Khanna D/o 
Surinder Khanna R/o H. no. B-8, 
Naraina Vihar, Naraina Industrial 
Estate, South West Delhi declare 
that I have changed my name from 
Khusbhu Khanna to Khushbu 
Khanna. in future i shall be known as 
Khushbu Khanna. 

I, Kaushlender S/o Sachchu 
R/o # 293, Pipliwala Town, 
Manimajra, Chandigarh declare that 
I have Changed my name from 
Kaushlender to Kaushlender 
Pandey. 

I, Jasbir Singh S/o Krishan Lal 
R/o Opposite Salaria Market, 
Awankha, Gurdaspur, Punjab, 
143531, Punjab, India declare that 
my name changed Jasbir Singh to 
Jasbir Partap Singh. In future know 
to me in the name of Jasbir Partap 
Singh instead of Jasbir Singh. 

I, Jagdish Khurana S/o Sh. 
Har Bhagwan R/o House No. 
391/15, Bajrang Colony, Panipat 
Haryana declare that my name is 
registered as Jagdish in my 
passport no.K9022307. Now I have 
changed my name from Jagdish to 
Jagdish Khurana, For all future 
purposes. 

I, Anish Sharma S/o Sh. 
Ravinder Prakash Sharma, R/o Plot 
no.334, Sector 25, Part-2, Panipat, 
Haryana declares that I have 
changed my name from Anish 
Kumar Sharma to Anish Sharma, 
For all future purposes. 

I, Jatin Singh Ratra S/o Shri 
Charanjit Singh Ratra R/o House 
No.1209, Sector-4, Panchkula, 
have changed my name to Jatin S 
Ratra. 

I, Darshan Kumar, father of 
Ankush R/o 949, Saini Vihar, 
Phase-3, Peerbaba Road, Baltana, 
Zirakpur,  Mohali have changed my 
name  to Darshan Nath Kumar. 

I, Rajinder Rajan, S/o Jagan 
Nath, R/o House No. 408/1, Sector 
44-A, Chandigarh, declare that 
Rajinder is my Name and Rajan is 
my Surname. All concerned may 
note. 

I, No. 15474153Y Ex Hav 
(MACP Nb Ris) Ravinder Singh S/o 
Shri Vijay Kumar R/o VPO Harse 
Mansar Tehsil Mukerian Distt. 
Hoshiarpur Punjab have changed 
the name of my daughter from Gori 
Devi to Gaury Devi. 

I, No. 15474153Y Ex Hav 
(MACP Nb Ris) Ravinder Singh S/o 
Shri Vijay Kumar R/o VPO Harse 
Mansar Tehsil Mukerian Distt. 
Hoshiarpur Punjab have changed 
the name of my son from Chaitanya 
to Chaitanya Singh.  

I, Smt Savitri Devi W/o No. 
881460164 Late SI Rattan Chand 
Premi resident of Village 
Dharampur, PO & Tehsil Mukerian, 
Distt Hoshiarpur (Pb) have 
changed my name from Savitri Devi 
to Sumetri and my date of birth is 
09.12.1945 vide Affidavit/eStamp 
Certificate No.IN/PV-
27664231927863X dated 
21.04.2025. Concerned note. 

I hitherto known as Priyanka 
Dua Daughter of Vijay Dua and 
Wife of Varun Bansal Resident of 
House No. 264/9, Sector-9, District 
Panchkula, Haryana Pin Code 
134109, India have changed my 
name and shall hereafter be known 
as Priya Bansal. 

I Samta Poonia Wife of Rahul 
Kumar Dhalia R/o D-102, Tower D, 
Satyam Apartments, Swastik Vihar, 
Patiala Road behind AKM Resort 
Zirakpur District SAS Nagar Mohali 
Punjab have changed my name 
from Samta Poonia to Samta 
Dhalia. 

I, Pinki W/O Jagbir # 525, 
Dadu Majra Colony, Chandigarh 
have changed my name to 
Parveen. 

I Aryan Saharan S/o Rajesh 
R/o Village Julani Tehsil and Distt 
Jind Haryana have changed my 
name from Aryan to Aryan 
Saharan. 

I, Sagar S/o Surinder Singh 
R/o V. P.O Haripur Distt. Jalandhar 
144102 Punjab have changed my 
name from Sagar to Sagar Singh. 
Singh as my surname. Concerned 
note.   

I, Balvinder Kaur W/o 
Harpreet Singh R/o Village Sarala 
Khurd, Postoffice Sarala Kalan, 
District Patiala, have changed my 
name from Balvinder Kaur to 
Balwinder Kaur. 

I, Keshar Singh S/o 
Sampuran Singh R/o Village Sarala 
Khurd, Postoffice Sarala Kalan, 
District Patiala, have changed my 
name from Keshar Singh to Kesar 
Singh. 

I, Pinki W/o Baldev Singh R/o 
Village Atwan, Postoffice Haripur, 
District Kurukshetra, have changed 
my name from Pinki to Pinki Rani. 

I, Mandeep Kaur wife of 
Pankaj Sood, Resident of House 
No. 164, Ward No. 13, Kaleen, 
Near Kali Mata, Solan, Tehsil-
Solan, Himachal Pradesh, declare 
that my daughter name is Savi 
Sood and my name is Mandeep 
Sood wrongly entered in the Solan 
Municipal Corporation records. My 
daughter correct name is Savreet 
Kaur and my correct name is 
Mandeep Kaur. All concerned 
please may note. 

 I, Krishan Gopal son of Sh. 
Leela Dutt Resident of Dharo Post 
Office Bohali, Tehsil-District Solan 
Himachal Pradesh declare that in 
the birth certificate of my daughter 
Pooja Sharma my name is Krishan 
Sharma and my wife name is Geeta 
entered. Whereas my correct name 
is Krishan Gopal and my wife 
correct name is Sunita Devi. This 
should be corrected. All concerned  
please may note. 

I, Sundri W/o Sunil Kumar R/o 
H.No. 47/24, Gali No.1, Krishna 
Pura, Panipat declare that I have 
changed my name from Sundri to 
Pinki Saini. In future I should be 
known as Pinki Saini. 

I, Reshma Rani D/o Raj 
Kumar, R/o House No. 978, Chapar 
Ke Pass, Ward No. 11, Village 
Shahpur Begu, Tehsil and District 
Sirsa, Haryana (India) PIN-125055 
declares that  I want to change my 
name from Reshma Rani to 
Rupinder in all my documents. 

I, Geeta Wife Of Service No 
15797044x Rank Nk Name Ajay 
Singh Bhaduria Of Unit 105 Ad 
Regt C/O 56 Apo, R/O G-A-8, Lb 
Shastree Marg, Near Kankaria 
Hospital, Yogeshwar Park, 
Ahmedabad City, Po-I E 
Bapunagar, Distt- Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat-380024 Have Changed My 
Name From Geeta To Geeta 
Bhaduria Vide Affidavit Dated 21-
04-2025 Before Ambala Cantt 

I, Kanta Wife Of Service No 
15797586f Rank Hav(Skt) Name 
Vijender Singh Of Unit 105 Ad Regt 
C/O 56 Apo, R/O Vpo- 
Bhabhreend, Tehsil- Rajgarh, Distt- 
Churu, State- Rajasthan, Pin-
331305 Have Changed My Name 
From Kanta To Kanta Gurjar Vide 
Affidavit Dated 21- 04-2025 Before 
Ambala Cantt 

I, Mithalesh Devi Mother Of 
Service No 15797044x Rank Nk 
Name Ajay Singh Bhaduria Of Unit 
105 Ad Regt C/O 56 Apo, R/O G-A-
8, Lb Shastree Marg, Near 
Kankaria Hospital, Yogeshwar 
Park, Ahmedabad City, Po-I E 
Bapunagar, Distt- Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat- 380024 Have Changed My 
Name From Mithalesh Devi To 
Bhadoriya Mithilesh Vide Affidavit 
Dated 21-04-2025 Before Ambala 
Cantt 

I, Kanta Bai Mother Of 
Service No 15708942k Rank 
Loc/Hav Name Shinde Santosh 
Uttam Of Unit 2 Csr(A), C/O 56 
Apo, R/O Vill- Nagapur (Rupala), 
Po- Umarkhed, Tehsil- Umarkhed, 
Distt- Yavatmal, State- 
Maharashtra, Pin-445206 Have 
Changed My Name From Kanta 
Bai To Kanta Uttam Shinde & Date 
Of Birth From 01-07-1960 Το 01-01-
1965 Vide Affidavit Dated 
21-04-2025 Before Ambala Cantt 

I, Balveer Singh Father Of 
Service No 15797044x Rank Nk 
Name Ajay Singh Bhaduria Of Unit 
105 Ad Regt C/O 56 Apo, R/O G-A-
8, Lb Shastree Marg, Near 
Kankaria Hospital, Yogeshwar 
Park, Ahmedabad City, Po-I E 
Bapunagar, Distt- Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat - 380024 Have Changed 
My Name From Balveer Singh To 
Bhadoriya Balvirsing Vide Affidavit 
Dated 21-04-2025 Before Ambala 
Cantt 

I, Shinde Uttam Father Of 
Service No 15708942k Rank 
Loc/Hav Name Shinde Santosh 
Uttam Of Unit 2.Csr(A), C/O 56 
Apo, R/O Vill- Nagapur(Rupala), 
Po- Umarkhed, Tehsil- Umarkhed, 
Distt- Yavatmal, State- 
Maharashtra, Pin-445206 Have 
Changed My Name From Shinde 
Uttam To Uttam Fakir Shinde & 
Date Of Birth From 01-07-1957 Tο 
01-01-1958 Vide Affidavit Dated 21-
04-2025 Before Ambala Cantt 

I, Kanta Wife Of Service No 
15797586f Rank Hav(Skt) Name 
Vijender Singh Of Unit 105 Ad Regt 
C/O 56 Apo, R/O Vpo- 
Bhabhreend, Tehsil- Rajgarh, Distt- 
Churu, State- Rajasthan, Pin-
331305 Have Changed My Name 
From Kanta To Kanta Gurjar Vide 
Affidavit Dated 21- 04-2025 Before 
Ambala Cantt 

I kuldeep S/o Balraj R/o 
House no.57,Village Rajpura 
Kharkhari Po Tigrana Teh & Distt 
Bhiwani  That I have changed my 
old name from Kuldeep to Kuldeep 
Singh (new name) 

I Manjeet Singh s/o Balwant 
Singh r/o village Peedal tehsil 
Guhla distt. Kaithal Haryana inform 
that I have changed my name from 
Manjeet Gangesh to Manjeet 
Singh. 

I, Pramod Kumar S/o Doob 
Chand, R/o 2186, Sector New 
Indira Colony Manimajra U.T. 
Chandigarh. That I have changed 
my name from Parmod Kumar to 
Pramod Kumar. 

I, Sushma Jindal, wife of 
Ravinder Kumar Jindal, resident of 
House No. 619, Phase 3A, Mohali, 
Punjab, hereby declare that my 
name has been changed from 
Sushma Rani to Sushma Jindal. In 
all future references, I shall be 
known as Sushma Jindal. 

I Indu Kaushik C/o Jai 
Narayan Sharma R/o Gandhi 
nagar, Charkhi adri,Haryana 
127306 That I have changed my 
old name from Indu Kaushik to 
Rukmani Devi (new name) 

I, Kamla Sheokand W/o 
Mohinder Singh Sheokand R/o 
H.No. 3274, Block C, Urban Estate 
Tehsil and District Jind Have 
Changed My Name From Kamla 
Sheokand To Kamlesh Devi. 

I, Lalit Kumar Kanoujia S/o 
Late Sh. Radhey Shyam R/o 
House No. 301,Sector-11 
Panchkula 134112 Haryana have 
changed my name to Lalit Kumar. 

I, Sanwar Mal S/o 
Devkinandan R/o Ward No. 7, H. 
No. 96, Tehsil Siwani, Distt. Bhiwani 
declare that in my passport my 
name is as Sanwar Mal, my wife's 
name is Sunina, her correct name 
is Kaushyalya for all purposes. 

I, Harsmirat Kaur Sandhu 
W/o Gagan Jot Sandhu R/o VPO 
Gumthala Gharu, Teh. Pehowa, 
Distt. Kurukshetra, declare that I 
have changed my name from 
Harsmirat Kaur Sandhu to 
Harsimrat Kaur for future purpose. 

I, hitherto Known as Ravi 
Kumar Gupta Son of Sain Dass 
residing at House Number 134, 
Gujran Gali, Post Office Dinanagar 
Tehsil Dinanagar District 
Gurdaspur-143531 have changed 
my name and shall hereafter be 
known as Ravi Kumar 

It is for general information 
that I, Ranjeev Kumar son of Jagan 
Nath residence of Village 
Naushera, District Gurdaspur 
Punjab-143530 declare that name 
of my father has been wrongly 
written as Jaganath in my all 
educational documents. The actual 
name of my father is Jagan Nath 
which may be amended 
accordingly. 

I Jugraj Singh S/o Hajur 
Singh R/o Mohalla Mahantpura, 
Attari Distt.Amritsar have changed 
my name from Jugraj Singh to 
Given name Jagraj Surname 
Singh. 

I, Manjit Kaur W/o Gurvail 
Singh R/o 72, New Hamid Pura 
Baba Deep Singh Colony, 
Chheharta, Amritsar have changed 
my name from  Manjit Kaur to 
Manjeet Kaur 

I Wasakha Singh S/o Basant 
Singh R/o Vpo Sursingh Teh Patti 
Distt Tarn Taran changed name 
Wasakha Singh to Visakha singh 

I, Pawanpreet Kaur W/o 
Kawaljeet Singh Vpo Kaleke, Tehsil 
Baba Bakala, Distt Amritsar have 
declare that Pawanpreet is my 
Given name and Kaur is my 
Surname 

I, Ranbir Singh Joshan S/o 
Gurdip Singh R/o Jandiala Guru 
Disst Amritsar have changed my 
name from Ranbir Singh Joshan to 
Ranbir Singh 

I, No.4484146H Nk Angrej 
Singh R/o Village Tung PO 
Bhagopur Tehsil Patti District Tarn 
Taran Punjab-143416 have 
changed my son’s name from 
Tejinderpal Singh to Tajinderpal 
Singh Vide Affidavit No.IN-
PB27760654787479X 
dt.21.04.2025 before Notary Public 
Patti 

I, Joginder Singh Hira Singh 
S/o Darbara Singh R/o Village 
Khusupura, PO Bhindi Saidan 
Tehsil Ajnala District Amritsar have 
changed my name from Joginder 
Singh Hira Singh to Hira Singh 

I, Lovepreet Kaur W/o 
Harmilan Singh Randhawa R/o Vill. 
Thoba Tehsil Ajnala Amritsar have 
changed my name to Lovepreet 
Kaur Randhawa 

I, Gurbir Singh S/o 
Harcharan Singh R/o Mari Gaur 
Singh Tehsil Bhikhiwind District 
Tarn Taran have changed my name 
Gurbir is my Given name and 
Singh is my Surname 

I, Suresh S/o Fulchand R/o 
H.No.64, Gali No.08, Tirath Nagar, 
100 Feet Road, Amritsar have 
changed my name from Suresh to 
Suresh Nishad. 

I, Vinod son of Shri Ranbir 
resident of Sehri, Tehsil Kharkhoda 
District Sonipat declare that in all 
my documents my name is Vinod 
and my father's name is Ranbir but 
due to some reason my name is 
written as Vinod Kumar and my 
father's name is Rambir in my 
driver's license. But now I declare 
that in future my name is Vinod and 
my father's name is Ranbir. And 
now I want to get my name 
changed to Vinod and my father's 
name to Ranbir in my driver's 
license. 

I, Chhinder Singh S/o Sh. 
Tara Singh r/o Village - Rampur 
Theri, Tehsil Rania, Distt. Sirsa 
declare that my Son Parvinder 
Singh and his wife Gagandeep 
Kaur are out of my control. I disown 
them from all my moveable/ 
Immoveable properties. I have no 
social, financial, legal relation with 
them. 

I, Deepak Sharma S/o 
Ayodhya Parshad R/o Balraj 
Nagar, Gali No. 4,  Distt. Kaithal 
have changed my name from 
Deepak Sharma to Deepak 
Kaushik. 

I, Deepak Kaushik S/o 
Ayodhya Parshad R/o Balraj 
Nagar, Gali No. 4, Distt. Kaithal 
have changed my minor son name 
from Bharat Sharma to Bharat. 

I, Kamlesh Devi w/o Deepak 
Kaushik R/o Balraj Nagar Gali No. 
4, Distt. Kaithal have changed my 
name from Kamlesh Devi to 
Kamlesh. 

I, hitherto known as Surjeet 
Kaur wife of Lakhvir Singh R/o 
Village & PO Behram Sarishta 
Tehsil Adampur District Jalandhar, 
Punjab 144201, have changed my 
name as Surjit Kaur. It is certified 
that I have complied with other 
legal requirements in this 
connection. 

I, Army No. 18007205M, 
Rank Spr.  Name Gurmail Singh 
S/o Sukhmander Singh R/o Phula 
Patti, VPO Gholia Kalan, (Moga) 
Punjab, declare that in my service 
record my father's name and date 
of birth is mentioned wrongly as 
Sukhminder Singh and 25-02-
1970. According to other 
documents my father's name and 
date of birth is Sukhmander Singh 
and 03-02-1965 for all future 
purposes. 

I, Deepa W/O Sh Devender 
Singh, R/O –H No- 205, Vill- Kundi, 
Sector-20, Panchkula, Haryana, 
Declared That  Deepa Negi And 
Deepa Names Belongs To One 
And The Same Person. 

I, Bhupinder Singh S/o 
Palwinder Singh R/o Gill, 
Jalandhar, Punjab have changed 
my name from Bhupinder Singh to 
Bhupinder Singh Gill (Gill as 
Surname) 

I, Gursharan Singh S/o 
Jasvir Singh R/o Vill. Adnawali, Po. 
Bhawanipur, Distt. Kapurthala have 
changed my name from Gursharan 
Singh to Gursharan Singh Bhopal. 

I, hitherto Known as Manju 
Sood Alias Ripan Walia W/o 
Vishaw Mittar Sood R/o H.No. 108-
L, Model Town, Jalandhar-144003, 
Punjab have changed my name 
and shall hereafter be known as 
Manju Sood. 

I, Gurmit Rai S/o Jaspal Rai 
R/o VPO. Udhopur, Distt. 
Jalandhar, Punjab have changed 
my name from Gurmit Rai to 
Gurmeet Rai. 

In my son 4211924W Sep 
Manmohan Yadav, 21 KUMAON 
services documents my name 
wrongly written as Chhoti Bai, 
which needs to be corrected as 
Chhoti Bai Yadav. Chhoti Bai Yadav 
resident of Payali Panchayat 
Atariya, Itka, Mandla, Madhya 
Pradesh 

I, Neelam Legally Wedded 
Wife of Army No. JC-769773X 
Rank: Sub Devpal Singh Unit: 6 
Mech Inf C/o 56 APO, Resident of 
F31, Post Gagan Vihar, Sai 
Udhyaan Vivah Mandap, Vernika 
Estate, Merut, Meerut, Uttar 
Pradesh- 250001, have changed 
my Date of Birth from 22-10-1977 
to 20-05-1975. 

I, Shri Parashuram S, Father 
of Army No. 14934660w Rank: Hav. 
Name: Sandeep Semwal Unit: 6 
Mech Inf C/o 56 APO, Resident of 
Jakhand, Tehri Garhwal, 
Uttrakhand- 249161, have changed 
my name from Shri Parashuram S 
to Parshuram Semwal and my Date 
of Birth from 01-02-1961 to 04-01-
1961. 

I, Army No. 16114483L Rank: 
NK Name: Vipin Kumar, Unit: 1 
AER C/o 56 APO, Residing at 
Village Soherka, Post Kalanjri, 
Taluk Meerut, Distt. Meerut (State) 
Uttar Pradesh Pin- 250501 have 
changed my Daughter's name from 
Vasu Sangwan to Vashu Sangwan. 

I, Kolli Satyam is legally 
Father of Service No. 15327770F 
Rank: Hav. Name: K Tirupathi Unit: 
1 AER C/o 56 APO, Residing at 
Village Pinnavalasa, Post Badangi, 
Taluk Badangi, Distt. Vizianagaram 
(State) Andhra Pradesh, Pin- 
535578, have changed my name 
from Satyam Naidu to Kolli Satyam. 

I, Army No. 16117302A Rank 
L/NK Name: Mani Sankar A, Unit: 1 
AER C/o 56 APO, Residing at 
Village Thirumalai Puram, Post 
Thovalai, Taluk Thovalai, Distt. 
Kanyakumari (State) Tamil Nadu 
Pin- 629302 have changed my 
Daughter's name from Kaviyashree 
M to M Kaviyashree. 

I, Army No. 16117869W 
Rank: Hav. Name: Hanamanta 
Immannavar, Unit: 1 AER C/o 56 
APO,  Residing at Village Ingalagi, 
Post Ingalagi, Taluk Mudhol, Distt. 
Bagalkot (State) Karnataka Pin -
587313 have changed my Son's 
name from Pritham Kumar H 
Immannavar to Pritham Η 
Immannavar. 

I, Avancha Venkatamma is 
legally Mother of Service No. 
16114379X Rank: NK Name: A 
Mahender Unit: 1 AER C/o 56 APO, 
Residing at Village Nadimpally, 
Post Nadimpally, Taluk Achampet, 
Distt. Nagar Kurnool (State) 
Telangana, Pin- 509375, have 
changed my name from A 
Venkatamma to Avancha 
Venkatamma. 

I, Avancha Sudhakara Chari is 
legally Father of Service No. 
16114379X Rank: NK Name: A 
Mahender Unit: 1 AER C/o 56 APO, 
Residing at Village Nadimpally, 
Post Nadimpally, Taluk Achampet, 
Distt. Nagar Kurnool (State) 
Telangana, Pin- 509375, have 
changed my name from Sudhakar 
Chary A to Avancha Sudhakara 
Chari. 

I, Sumit S/o Sh. Man Singh 
R/o H. No. 2643,Gali no. 25-B, 
Swatantar Nagar, Narela, North 
west Delhi -110040 my father name 
is my 10th &12th Marksheet in 
Maan Singh mentioned . but in my 
other documents my father's name 
is Man Singh. Man Singh & Maan 
Singh both names are one and 
same person. 

I, Shubham S/o Sh. Suresh 
Bhartia R/o 219, Kanda Street, 
Noharia Bazar, Sirsa, Haryana. 
That I have changed my name from 
Shubham to Shubham Bhartia , in 
future my name is to be called as 
Shubham Bhartia. 

I, Mange Ram S/o Sh. Sohan 
Lal R/o H. No. 7/1131, Street Arora 
Sunar Wali, Suratgaria Bazar, Sirsa 
Distt. Sirsa (Haryana). That I have 
changed my name from Mange 
Ram to Mange Lal , in future my 
name is to be called as Mange Lal. 

I Onkar Singh s/o Baldev 
Singh Village Roranwali Post Office 
Bhumbli District & Tehsil Gurdaspur 
Punjab has changed my name from 
Onkar Singh  to Onkar Singh 
Hazran .Now Hazran is my 
surname .Please concerned notes. 

I, Pammi W/o Amrik Singh R/o 
Village Sirkian PO Sahowal Distt 
Gurdaspur (Punjab) have changed 
my name from Pammi to Pushpa 
Devi. Concerned note. 

I, Priya W/o Guddu r/o  Village 
Sikanderpur Urf Gaus Gadh, PO-
Bansdai, Tehsil-Nakur, District- 
Saharanpur, (UP) PIN-247341, 
INDIA have changed my name 
from Priya Devi to Priya due to 
wrong name record in Army service 
record of my husband . 

I, Manjeet Kumari W/o 
Hariom Nehra  r/o VPO Nindana, 
Tehsil- Meham, District- Rohtak, 
(Haryana) Pin-124513, India  have 
changed my name from Manjit 
Kumari to Manjeet Kumari due to 
wrong name record in Army service 
record of my Husband. 

I, Pradeep Dagar s/o Om 
Prakash r/o village- Kishorpur PO-
sayroli, Tehsil and Distt Palwal, 
Haryana, PIN-121102, INDIA 
declare that my Mother has 
changed her name from Reka to 
Rekha Devi due to wrong name 
record in my Army service record. 

I, Suraj Parkash S/o Yashpal 
Marwaha R/o 425, Kalia Colony, 
Jalandhar, Punjab have changed 
my name from Suraj Parkash to 
Suraj Parkash Marwaha. (Surname 
as Marwaha). All concerned please 
note. 

I, Harinder Singh Walia S/o 
Bhupinder Singh R/o H.No. N.N 10, 
Gopal Nagar Ward No 32, 
Jalandhar City , Punjab-144001 
have changed my name from 
Harinder Singh Walia to Harinder 
Singh for all future purposes. All 
concerned please note. 

I, Subhash Chander S/o 
Manohar Lal R/o H.No. 4, New 
Vijay Nagar, Jalandhar -144002, 
Punjab, have changed my name 
from Subhash Chander  to  
Subhash Chander Dhall. All 
concerned noted. 

I, Gurvant Singh S/o Kunden 
Singh R/o Mangna Tehsil Pehowa, 
Kurukshetra have changed my 
name Gurwant Singh. 

I, Vikash S/o Jarnail Singh R/o 
Village Shadipur (Ladwa) 
Kurukshetra, have changed my 
son’s name from Yuval to Yuval 
Gutyan. 

I, Kabir Saini S/o Raj Kumar 
R/o H. No. 792, Deva Wali Gali, 
Near Saini Samaj Bhawan, 
Saniyan Mohalla, Hisar (Haryana) 
have changed my name from Kabir 
to Kabir Saini for all purposes in 
future. 

I, Vrinda Saini D/o Raj Kumar 
R/o H. No. 792, Deva Wali Gali, 
Near Saini Samaj Bhawan, 
Saniyan Mohalla, Hisar (Haryana) 
have changed my name from 
Virnda to Vrinda Saini for all 
purposes in future. 

I, Geeta Devi, mother of Army 
No. JC-423164W Sub Arvind 
Kumar Singh P/o Unit 21 Mech INF 
C/o 56 APO R/o VPO 
Lachchiramapur Sarki, Fatehpur, 
Sarkee (UP-212621) have changed 
my name from Geeta Devi to 
Bhikhani vide affidavit dated 
22.04.2025 before Distt. Session 
Court, Hisar. 

I, Satish Kumar S/o Suresh 
Kumar R/o Kaimri (165) Hisar 
(Haryana) have changed my name 
from Satish to Satish Kumar for all 
purposes in future. 

I Gurjeet Kaur W/O Bohar 
Singh R/O Vill. Chahal Distt. 
Faridkot Punjab Have Changed My 
Name To Surjeet Kaur. 

I Rajvinder Kaur W/O 
Jaswinder Singh R/O Near Raja 
Sahib Mandir, Mauli, Tehsil 
Phagwara District Kapurthala Have 
Changed My Name From Rajvinder 
Kaur To Rajwinder Kaur. 

I Neelam D/O Vijay Kumar 
R/O Gali No.38 Sham Nagar 
Phagwara Distt. Kapurthala Have 
Changed My Name From Neelam 
To Neelam Kaur. 

I Didar Singh Shemar S/O 
Parmjit Singh R/O Vill. Bhattian P.O. 
Garhdiwala Tehsil Dasuya District 
Hoshiarpur Punjab Have Changed 
My Name To Didar Singh. 

I Narinder Kaur D/O Jasmer 
Singh R/O Vill. Ram Nagar P.O. 
Adampur Doaba Jalandhar Rural 
Punjab Declare That My Given 
Name As Narinder And My 
Surname As Kaur. 

I Ajay Kumar Bhatti S/O 
Rajinder Kumar R/O Vill. Mal 
Mazara Distt. Hoshiarpur Have 
Changed Only My Name To 
Ajayveer Singh. Not Changed My 
Religion. 

I Sukhjit Singh S/O Lakhvir 
Singh R/O Vpo. Ajram District 
Hoshiarpur Punjab Declare That 
My Given Name As Sukhjit And 
Surname As Singh. 

I Simranjeet Kaur W/O 
Sandeep Singh R/O Guru Nanak 
Nagar Phagwara District 
Kapurthala Punjab Declare That My 
Given Name As Simranjeet And 
Surname As Kaur. 

I Gian Chand S/O Ujjagar 
Ram R/O H.No-109 Dr. Ambedkar 
Nagar D.C. Road Hoshiarpur 
Punjab Have Changed My Name 
To Gian Singh. 

I Sanjiv Kumar S/O Shiva 
Nand R/O H.No.333 Basant 
Avenue Gill Ludhiana Have 
Changed My Name To Sanjeev 
Kumar. 

I Rajni W/O Sanjeev Kumar 
R/O H.No.333 Basant Avenue Gill 
Ludhiana Have Changed My Name 
To Rajni Sharma. 

I Harminder Singh S/O 
Nachattar Singh R/O H.No.317 
Agwar Sivia Moga Have Changed 
My Name To Harminder Singh 
Sivia. 

I Manreet Kaur Hans W/O 
Vakeel Singh Chahal R/O Vpo. 
Bhano Langa Distt. Kapurthala 
Have Changed My Name To 
Manreet Kaur. 

I Harnek Singh Sidhu S/O 
Gulzar Singh R/O Vpo. Hamirgarh 
Tehsil Phul Distt. Bathinda Have 
Changed My Name To Hanek 
Singh. 

I Karamjit Kaur Sidhu W/O 
Hanek Singh R/O Vpo. Hamirgarh 
Tehsil Phul Distt. Bathinda Have 
Changed My Name To Karamjit 
Kaur. 

I, Dalwinder Singh S/O Sahib 
Singh R/O Vill- Naushera, Po- Tibri, 
Distt- Gurdaspur, Punjab-143530. 
Declare That My Given Name As 
Dalwinder And My Surname As 
Singh. 

I, Gurmeet Kaur Mother Of 
No.2497143f Hav Pardeep Singh 
R/O Village- Ghuman Khurd, Po- 
Naushera Majja Singh, Tehsil/Distt- 
Gurdaspur, (Pb), Pin-143518. 
Declare That My Name Gurmeet 
Kaur & Dob 01-Jul-1964 Is Wrong. 
But My Name Gurmit Kaur & Dob 
01-Jan-1961 Is Correct. Vide 
Affidavit No.In-
Pb27813487511608x Dated 
21-04-2025, Before Notary Public 
Gurdaspur, Punjab. 

Gurpreet Singh S/O Daljeet 
Singh Residence Of Mohala Nawa 
Katra Kalanaur, Tehsil- Kalanaur, 
Distt- Gurdaspur, State- Punjab, 
India Pincode-143512. Have 
Changed My Name From Gurpreet 
Singh To Singh Gurpreet Surname 
As Singh And Given Name As 
Gurpreet. 
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Punjab Govt to Redraw Block
Boundaries Based on Village Limits

MONIKA MALIK n CHANDIGARH

In a landmark administrative reform
aimed at improving service delivery and

easing governance for rural citizens, the
Punjab Government is working on redefin-
ing the boundaries of rural development
blocks across the State. The move marked
a significant shift away from the outdat-
ed practice of organizing blocks based on
police jurisdictions — specifically the
operational areas of the Deputy
Superintendent of Police (DSP) — and will
now rely strictly on the village boundaries
in accordance with district and legislative
assembly limits.

The decision, approved in the Cabinet
meeting held on April 11, is expected to
have far-reaching benefits for villagers who
have long suffered the inconvenience of
overlapping administrative jurisdictions.
Currently, there are numerous villages in
Punjab where the development block,
assembly constituency, and district do not
align. As a result, residents are often com-
pelled to visit offices in different districts
just to get simple paperwork done, be it
related to panchayats, development
schemes, or basic civic services.

Under the new system, block bound-
aries will be rationalized in a way that they
fall completely within a single district and
match the constituency limits of that dis-
trict. The revised blocks will include 80 to
120 villages each, and boundaries will be
drawn based on village demarcations,
rather than panchayat divisions.

“The earlier model based on DSP juris-
dictions may have worked for policing, but

it created chaos for governance,” said a
senior official from the Department of
Rural Development and Panchayats,
adding, “With this reorganization, we are
correcting a long-standing mismatch
between administrative convenience and
ground realities.”

The department has issued formal
instructions to all District Development
and Panchayat Officers (DDPOs) to carry
out this restructuring exercise by April 30.
Each district will compile a detailed
report, taking into account both popula-
tion and geographical area, as per the 2011
Census. The finalized reports will be
submitted to the Panchayats Department
for further action.

In areas where a single panchayat
includes multiple villages, the entire pan-
chayat will be considered part of one block.
This move is expected to bring uniformi-

ty, as the current blocks vary widely —
some contain only 20-30 villages, while
others have more than 50.

This imbalance often led to unequal
distribution of development resources
and overburdened administrative machin-
ery.

Importantly, this realignment may
also result in a reduction in the total num-
ber of blocks across Punjab, as boundaries
are consolidated and made more efficient.
However, officials emphasized that the
focus remains on accessibility, efficiency,
and convenience for the public, rather than
simply reducing numbers.

The reform is being welcomed as a step
in the right direction. By bringing devel-
opment blocks in sync with village reali-
ties and district boundaries, the Punjab
Government is not only modernizing
governance but also ensuring that rural cit-
izens no longer have to shuttle between two
or more districts for basic government ser-
vices.

WHAT IS THE OLD SYSTEM
Earlier, the jurisdiction of the Deputy

Superintendent of Police (DSP) was used
as a basis to define the boundaries of
administrative blocks in Punjab. However,
this led to confusion and inconvenience,
as many villages ended up falling under
different districts or assembly con-
stituencies than their designated blocks.

To fix this, the Government has now
decided to scrap the old ‘DSP-based block
structure’ and reorganize blocks based
strictly on village boundaries, ensuring
they fall within the same district and
assembly constituency for smoother gov-
ernance and better public service access.

Outdated Police Jurisdiction Model to End
n Punjab Govt to redraw block
boundaries based on village limits, not
police (DSP) jurisdictions
n Blocks will now align with
district and assembly constituency
boundaries
n Each block to include 80-120
villages; restructuring to be complet-
ed by April 30
n Move aims to reduce public
inconvenience of dealing with multi-
ple districts
n Expected to lead to fewer, bet-
ter-organized blocks for efficient gov-
ernance
n Reform already received
Cabinet nod in April 11 meeting

All tourist complexes in Hry to
be beautified & equipped with
modern facilities: CM Saini
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini on Monday directed the officials

concerned to expand the scope of the
Swaran Jayanti Guru Darshan Yatra
Yojana, Sindhu Darshan Yatra, and Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra, enhancing pilgrimage
opportunities for citizens. Simultaneously,
the Tourism Department has been tasked
to ensure better student intake across all
five Institutes of Hotel Management
(IHM) in Haryana.

Presiding over the review meeting of
Haryana Heritage and Tourism
Department, Saini directed that all tourist
complexes of the Haryana Tourism
Corporation across the state be beautified
and equipped with modern facilities. He
stated that this initiative will not only
increase their popularity among the pub-
lic but also contribute to enhancing their
revenue. The Heritage and Tourism
Minister, Arvind Sharma, was also present
in the meeting. In the meeting, the Chief
Minister was informed that in a major step
towards digital transformation, Haryana
Tourism Corporation will digitize the
booking system for banquet halls, com-
mittee rooms, and conference halls across
its 42 tourist complexes. The Chief
Minister has also reviewed the recently ini-
tiated digital booking initiatives and col-
laborations with online travel agents like
Make MyTrip and BookingGini, marking
an innovative leap towards modernizing
tourism services. He said that the State

Government is committed to further
boosting tourism in Haryana and has
launched several unique initiatives in
this direction, including the implementa-
tion of the Home Stay Scheme, promotion
of farm tourism, adventure sports activi-
ties, and destination weddings.

Following the success of the destina-
tion wedding concept at Yadavindra
Garden, it is now proposed to extend this
initiative to include Raja Nahar Singh
Palace, Faridabad. The full garden rental
at Yadavindra Garden is Rs 10 lakh.

He was informed that under the
Swadesh Darshan Scheme 2.0 of the
Government of India, a grant of Rs 65.82
crore has been received for the rejuvena-
tion and beautification of Yadavindra
Garden. Under the scheme, various activ-
ities will be undertaken including devel-
opment of parking, conservation and
adaptive reuse of heritage structures,
revival of existing water channel and foun-
tain system, proposed roof top restaurant
at the Budgerigar Motel, conference hall,
lighting and electrification of the campus
and CCTV Surveillance system.  Moreover,
there is also a proposal for the restoration
of Rani Mahal. A fresh tender will be float-
ed for the amusement park, which is
expected to significantly increase visitor
numbers at Yadavindra Garden.

Saini directed that Tikkar Tal in
Morni be developed as a major tourist des-
tination, with facilities such as a ropeway
and a swimming pool to be provided for
visitors. He also instructed that the road

leading to Tikkar Tal be widened to
avoid traffic congestion and ensure the
smooth flow of vehicles. It was informed
that Rs 26.6 crore has been received from
the Government of India for the devel-
opment of Tikkar Tal. Additional attrac-
tions such as a zip line and Swiss tents are
also proposed to be introduced at the site
to attract more tourists.   While directing
to enhance infrastructure at Surajkund in
Faridabad, Saini instructed the develop-
ment of a garden on 10 acres of land, mod-
eled on the Mughal Garden in Delhi,
where people can relax and unwind. He
emphasized that the area should include
ample greenery, adventure activities, light-
ing, music, and a laser show to provide an
engaging experience for the general pub-
lic. While reviewing the Swaran Jayanti
Guru Darshan Yatra Yojana, the Chief
Minister directed that prominent religious
destinations such as Nankana Sahib, Patna
Sahib, Hemkund Sahib, Anandpur Sahib,
and Chamkaur Sahib should also be
included under the scheme. Under this ini-
tiative, financial assistance is provided to
residents of Haryana who undertake the
Guru Darshan Yatra up to Rs 6,000 or 50%
of the actual expenditure per person,
whichever is lower.

It was also informed that, under
another scheme of the department, stu-
dents from government schools in the state
are taken on educational tours to Manali.
Additionally, a proposal has been received
from the IRB to organize student trips to
Jim Corbett National Park by train.

Himachal CM directs to formulate
strategy to curb power losses
PNS n SHIMLA

Himachal Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu on Monday directed the

Himachal Pradesh State Electricity Board
Limited to implement
a comprehensive
strategy such as feed-
er metering to accu-
rately assess the
power losses and to
curb electricity theft
in the State. He said
that the officers need
to take every mea-
sure to check the

power losses. 
Presiding over a meeting of officers of

H.P. State Electricity Board and Energy
Department, he directed the officials
concerned to carry out feeder-wise map-

ping of all commercial, industrial and
domestic consumers so that entire infor-
mation is available on a single click.

Sukhu also asked them to provide an
option by 30th April this month to all the
officers and officials of HPSEBL current-
ly serving on deputation in the Directorate
of Energy, Himachal Pradesh Power
Transmission Corporation and Power
Corporation. He said that the staff of the
civil wing can also opt to go in PWD and
other departments.  He said that the
employees would be governed by the exist-
ing terms and conditions and there will be
no impact on their promotions and other
benefits. The Government will also amend
the necessary policies to ensure that all
benefits are protected. He further said that
HPSEBL would be strengthened by filling
up 2000 posts of T-mates and Linemen in
the coming months to streamline the func-

tioning of the organization.  
The CM  also reviewed the progress

of 450 MW Shong-Tong Power Project
and instructed the officers concerned to
ensure the timely completion of the pro-
ject, adding that the State Government has
set a target to complete Shong-Tong
Power Project by November, 2026 and also
directed to plan for power evacuation once
the project is functional and to prevent
monetary losses.

Chairman of HPSEBL Sanjay Gupta,
Principal Advisor to Chief Minister Ram
Subhag Singh, Secretary Power Rakesh
Kanwar, Managing Director HPSEBL
Sandeep Kumar, Director of Energy
Rakesh Prajapati, Managing Director H.P.
Power Transmission Corporation Ltd.
Rajiv Sood, Special Secretary Power
Arindam Chaudhary and other senior offi-
cers also attended the meeting.

Hry CM announces compensation
for farmers affected by crop fire
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini
on Monday announced compensation for

farmers affected by
the recent fire inci-
dents in fields, which
damaged crops over
several acres of land.

Presiding over a
meeting with senior
officials at the Civil
Secretariat here in
Chandigarh, Saini
said that the state
government is con-
sistently making
decisions in the best
interest of farmers.
"Our government

stands with farmers in every situation," he
emphasised.

Taking serious note of the damage caused
to crops and livestock due to sudden fires in

fields over the past few days in the State, Saini
said that the state government is consistently
making decisions in the best interest of farm-
ers.

"Our government stands with farmers in
every situation," he emphasized.

He said that the recent fire incidents in the
state have caused damage to crops, livestock, and
property, resulting in hardship for farmers.

In response, the government has decided
to provide compensation to those affected by
these incidents.

Saini has also directed all Deputy
Commissioners to gather reports on fire-relat-
ed incidents. 

Affected farmers are advised to submit their
applications to the respective Deputy
Commissioners, ensuring that the compensa-
tion process can be carried out promptly.

He stated that farmers who have suffered
losses will also receive assistance in the form of
seeds and fertilizers for sowing the upcoming
crops, ensuring that they do not face any addi-
tional financial burden.

Punjab Holds 5th Online NRI
Milnee: Land Disputes Dominate
PNS n CHANDIGARH

In a bid to strengthen ties with the Punjabi
diaspora and resolve their grievances, Punjab’s

NRI Affairs Minister Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal
on Monday chaired the fifth monthly Online
NRI Milnee at the Punjab Civil Secretariat. The
initiative, aimed at directly engaging with
NRIs and addressing their concerns, witnessed
participation from Punjabis settled across the
globe.

Minister Dhaliwal personally interacted
with complainants via video conferencing,
reiterating the Punjab Government’s commit-
ment under Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann’s
leadership to serve the diaspora with trans-
parency and urgency. "Punjab is the only state
in the country to initiate such a platform for
NRIs. Our goal is to ensure justice and resolve
issues at the earliest,” he said.

Of the 82 complaints received during this
session, 63 were submitted via email and 19
through WhatsApp. Land and property disputes
continued to dominate the agenda. One such
case was highlighted by Inderpal Singh from
Australia, who alleged that his brother — a
senior Punjab Police officer, used Power of
Attorney to illegally transfer family land to his
wife’s name. Taking prompt action, Minister
Dhaliwal called the Ajnala Tehsildar and

ordered that the mutation be stalled immedi-
ately.A distressing case from Melbourne was
raised by Tanya, who claimed that her husband
absconded with cash and jewelry after domes-
tic abuse, leaving her stranded abroad. She
alleged inaction by Ludhiana’s NRI police sta-
tion despite repeated complaints. Dhaliwal took
note and assured immediate departmental
intervention.

Another complainant, Amarjeet Kaur, a for-
mer bank employee now based in Surrey,
Canada, said that her brother and sister-in-law
had forcefully occupied her house and threat-
ened her with violence. The Minister respond-
ed that chargesheet in two related complaints
had already been filed, while bail was being con-
tested in the third. He also advised her to con-
nect with senior police officials.

Minister Dhaliwal encouraged NRIs to
submit grievances at WhatsApp at 9056009884
or via email at nriminister2023@gmail.com,
promising prompt redressal.

He also said that he remains available for
in-person meetings.

Notably, of the 542 complaints received in
the previous four online Milnis, 488 have been
successfully resolved. Senior officials including
Additional Chief Secretary Dilip Kumar and
AIG Ajinder Singh of the NRI Wing were also
present during the session.

Haryana DGP, senior cops discuss
ways to keep Haryana crime-free
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Director General of Police
Shatrujeet Kapur on Monday

instructed the Police officers to identify the
root causes of accidents and take concrete
steps for their prevention. Illegal road cuts
that often lead to fatal accidents must be
closed. Strict action must be ensured
against those driving under the influence
of alcohol or over-speeding. The DGP
emphasized that every life is precious, and
preventing road accidents should be a top
priority for the police.

Presiding over a high-level review
meeting with the senior Police officers,
DGP discussed on crucial issues such as
prevention of violent crimes, vigilant
monitoring of terrorist activities, strategy
for Drug-Free Haryana campaign, action
against illegal immigration, control of vehi-
cle theft, training and capacity building of

police personnel, and effective imple-
mentation of new criminal laws.

Describing motor vehicle theft as a
major challenge, he stated that special
teams should be formed to strengthen sur-
veillance and review mechanisms.
Criminals should be identified and swift
action must be taken to enable effective
control over gang-based crimes. He fur-
ther emphasized that officers should
study the pattern of vehicle theft by crim-
inals and make efforts to increase recov-
ery rates.

Emphasizing the need to adopt a pol-
icy of zero tolerance against heinous
crimes, Kapur stated that such cases must
be taken seriously and promptly brought
to his notice. Special vigilance should be
maintained in the border districts of the
state, and CCTV cameras installed at pub-
lic places must remain fully functional.

He clearly stated that training is the
key to effective policing. Regular training

should be conducted in all districts on
weapons handling, control techniques, and
real-life scenarios. He also emphasized the
formation of dedicated SWAT teams in
each district.

On illegal immigration cases, he
directed officers to ensure legal action
against the accused and maximize finan-
cial restitution to the victims. He instruct-
ed for personal monitoring of such cases
and directed the inclusion of perfor-
mance indicators and annual work
reviews. On the occasion, OP Singh,
Director General of the Haryana State
Narcotics Control Bureau, called for the
intensification of sports activities to keep
youth away from drugs. He stated that this
year the goal is to engage at least 10,000
youth per district in sports and declare 70
per cent of villages and wards drug-free.

He emphasized the need for united
efforts at all levels to dismantle the drug
network.

Punjab heading towards becoming
country's first drug free state: Cheema
PNS n CHANDIGARH/HOSHIARPUR

Punjab Finance Minister Harpal Singh
Cheema on Monday asserted that Punjab

would be a drug-free state in the coming time
as the State Government was making all-out
efforts to eradicate the menace at a grassroots
level under its ongoing 'Yudh Nashean Virudh'
campaign and 'zero tolerance' policy against
peddlers.

While taking stock of the action being taken
to contain this social menace as well as enforce-
ment against drug peddlers, Cheema expressed
satisfaction over the high conviction rate in the
cases of drugs i.e. 91 percent in the district say-
ing the days are not far when Punjab will be free
from drug abuse. The Minister also urged the
officials of line departments and residents of dis-
trict to work in unified manner to wipe out
drugs completely. 

Addressing the media after a meeting with
the officials of civil and police administration,
the Finance Minister highlighted the concrete
steps taken under the war on drugs campaign.
“With a commendable 91% conviction rate in
drug-related cases, Hoshiarpur district has
spearheaded efforts against drug peddlers,

leading to 179 FIRs with 271 arrests so far”, said
Cheema.

Referring to public participation, he said
that this was an instrumental aspect in this fight
and 17 FIRs were registered based on infor-
mation provided by citizens under the 'Safe
Punjab Campaign'. The overwhelming support
from the people has ensured that every piece of
actionable intelligence is acted upon swiftly, he
added.

The Minister said that the Yudh Nashean
Virudh campaign has gained significant
momentum in the district, with 527 SAMPARK
meetings conducted and 970 defence commit-
tees formed thus reinforcing the grassroots com-
mitment to eliminating drugs.

In an unprecedented show of solidarity, 442
village panchayats have passed resolutions
backing this anti-drug initiative, said the min-
ister adding that the district administration had
already identified 18 key hotspots and strength-
ened surveillance to curb interstate drug trade,
particularly from Himachal Pradesh.

A joint operation with Himachal Police has
also been launched, reinforcing cross-border
coordination to dismantle drug networks, said
Cheema.

Chandigarh BJP leaders
demand rollback of
increased property tax
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Demanding rollback of increased property tax on both resi-
dential and commercial properties in Chandigarh, a dele-

gation comprising Mayor Harpreet Kaur Babla, BJP Councillors
and leaders on Monday met Punjab Governor and UT
Administrator Gulab Chand Kataria at Raj Bhavan. The delegation
submitted a memorandum urging the UT Administrator to with-
draw the hike, stating that the increased tax has placed an addi-
tional financial burden on both residents and traders. They
emphasized the need to reconsider the hike and make the sys-
tem more practical and citizen-friendly.

Mayor Babla stated that the issue had been raised multiple
times within the Municipal Corporation, and the party formal-
ly presented the collective concern before the Administrator. BJP
State President Jatinder Pal Malhotra said that the BJP is com-
mitted to safeguarding the interests of Chandigarh residents and
strongly urged the Administrator to withdraw the revised tax
structure.

He added that the hike does not align with the current needs
and circumstances of the city’s population.

On the occasion, UT Administrator Kataria assured them that
the matter would be given serious consideration with appropri-
ate consultations within the departments concerned.

Pro-Amritpal WhatsApp Conspiracy: Punjab Police Arrest 2
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Punjab Police on Monday arrested
two individuals connected to a

WhatsApp group allegedly supporting
jailed Khadoor Sahib MP Amritpal
Singh, where members discussed plans
to target prominent political leaders,
including Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, Union Minister Ravneet Singh
Bittu, and Shiromani Akali Dal leader
Bikram Singh Majithia. The conspira-
cy came to light after screenshots from
the group, named ‘Waris Punjab De
Team’, were leaked on social media on
Sunday, sparking immediate concern
among both state and central security
agencies.

The group, with over 600 members,
is believed to have been involved in anti-
national activities. The chats, written
largely in Punjabi, included discussions
around “executions” of key leaders and
sought volunteers ready to become
“martyrs” for the cause. One of the
audio clips reportedly featured a woman
urging members to become suicide
bombers. Following the leak, the Cyber
Crime Police Station in Moga registered
an FIR under various sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA), and the Information
Technology Act. The charges include
sections of the BNS that pertain to incit-
ing violence, conspiring to harm pub-
lic figures, and engaging in unlawful
online activities. The accused individ-
uals, identified as Balkar Singh from
Khanna and Pawandeep Singh from
Moga, were arrested, while a third indi-
vidual, Lakhdeep Singh, remains at
large.Police sources revealed that the
accused were also instigating unrest in
protest against the extension of
Amritpal Singh’s detention under the
National Security Act (NSA).

DIG Faridkot Range Ashwani
Kapoor, confirming the arrests, said that
chats discussing the assassination of top
leaders had gone viral, prompting
immediate police intervention. “We
have arrested two accused and booked
20 to 25 other group members under
the UAPA. The investigation is being
taken forward with utmost seriousness,”
DIG Kapoor said.Police investigations
suggested that the group had been cir-
culating inflammatory content online,
discussing foreign funding, arms pro-
curement, and targeted attacks on
political and religious figures. Among

the named targets was Parminder Singh
Talwara, an aide to late activist Deep
Sidhu — founder of the Waris Punjab
De organization, which Amritpal Singh
later took over.

Adding fuel to the controversy, SAD
leader Bikram Singh Majithia released
a series of explosive audio clips, alleged-
ly featuring Amritpal Singh admitting
ties to gangster Jaipal Bhullar and par-
ticipating in a multi-crore dacoity. In the
tapes, Amritpal allegedly confesses to
knowing the location of looted gold,
having properties in Delhi, and being
in possession of a phone while in
Dibrugarh Jail, Assam, where he is
lodged under NSA.

Majithia has demanded a National
Investigation Agency (NIA) probe into
the matter, citing politicization of the
Punjab Police. “The Chief Minister is
silent. Are they waiting for someone to
die before taking action?” Majithia
asked at a press conference. He claimed
that the police could not be trusted to
handle such a grave matter and “I would
forward all available evidence, includ-
ing WhatsApp chats and audio tapes, to
the Centre”. Union Minister of State MP
Ravneet Singh Bittu, whose grandfather
and former Punjab Chief Minister

Beant Singh was assassinated by ter-
rorists in 1995, has faced threats in the
past too. Amritpal’s supporters have
often accused him of facilitating the sep-
aratist leader’s arrest.

The alarming developments have
led to heightened security for the lead-
ers targeted in the group. National and
state security agencies are now jointly
monitoring the case, which has once
again spotlighted the radical under-
currents and challenges posed by pro-
Khalistani elements exploiting social
media platforms for anti-national activ-
ities.Former Minister and SAD leader
Bikram Singh Majithia on Monday
demanded the immediate arrest of all
members of a pro-Amritpal Singh
WhatsApp group allegedly plotting the
asscassination of top political leaders,
including Union Home Minister Amit
Shah.Majithia released explosive audio
clips purportedly featuring jailed MP
Amritpal Singh admitting to links with
dreaded gangsters like Jaipal Bhullar,
and involvement in multi-crore
dacoities. “He’s no preacher but a
fraud,” Majithia said, alleging that
Amritpal had knowledge of looted
gold, cash stash, and was using a
mobile phone inside Dibrugarh jail.
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I, Shailendra Bhaskar S/O 
Jagdish Rai Sharma R/O 
H.No.418/18, Onkar Nagar 
Gurdaspur, Tehsil/Distt- Gurdaspur, 
Punjab. Declare That In My 
Documents Is Known My Father 
Name J.R. Bhaskar, Jagdish Raj 
And J.R. Sharma And Jagdish Rai 
Sharma And The Names Of One 
And The Same Person. My Father 
Name Known As Jagdish Rai 
Sharma. 

I, Harbajan Singh father of No 
2497848N Rank Ex Nk Name 
Sukhdev Singh resident of VPO – 
Paddey, Tehsil – Batala, Distt – 
Gurdaspur (Punjab) PIN – 143514, 
India, have changed my Name from 
Harbhajan Singh to Harbajan Singh 
and my Date of Birth from 01 July 
1958 to 01 Jan 1945 vide Affidavit 
dated 16 Apr 2025 e-Stamp Paper 
No IN-PB26625124906853X before 
Executive Magistrate, Sub Tehsil – 
Shri Hargobindpur (PB). 

I, Charnjeet Kaur wife of 
No.JC-511779K Sub Harmesh 
Singh resident of Village- Natt, Post- 
Natt, Tehsil- Ludhiana, District- 
Ludhiana, State- Punjab, Pin-
141122, have changed my name 
from Charanjit Kaur to Charnjeet 
Kaur Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB14285568924230X dated 08 
March 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Phulabai Mother of 
No.2802956H Hav Kharade Sunil 
Shrirang resident of Village- Shindi 
BK, Post- Mahimangad, Tehsil- 
Man, District- Satara, State- 
Maharashtra, Pin-415023, have 
changed my name from Phulabai to 
Fulabai Shrirang Kharade Vide 
affidavit No.IN-
PB26681006884608X dated 16 
April 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Fulabai Shrirang Kharade 
Mother of No.2802956H Hav 
Kharade Sunil Shrirang resident of 
Village- Shindi BK, Post- 
Mahimangad, Tehsil- Man, District- 
Satara, State- Maharashtra, Pin-
415023, have changed my DOB 
from 16 April 1960 to 06 April 1943 
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB26683012661459X dated 16 
April 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Shrirang Father of 
No.2802956H Hav Kharade Sunil 
Shrirang resident of Village- Shindi 
BK, Post- Mahimangad, Tehsil- 
Man, District- Satara, State- 
Maharashtra, Pin-415023, have 
changed my name from Shrirang to 
Shrirang Dadu Kharade Vide 
affidavit No.IN-
PB26685680191506X dated 16 
April 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I,  Shrirang Dadu Kharade 
Father of No.2802956H Hav 
Kharade Sunil Shrirang resident of 
Village- Shindi BK, Post- 
Mahimangad, Tehsil- Man, District- 
Satara, State- Maharashtra, Pin-
415023, have changed my DOB 
from 16 April 1957 to 01 Jan 1948 
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB26684239829526X dated 16 
April 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

Kanchan spouse of 
No.2811632Y L/NK Ughade 
Shailendra Sahebrao resident of 
Village- Wathoda, Post- Wathoda, 
Tehsil- Warud, District- Amravati, 
State- Maharashtra, Pin-444906, 
have changed my name from 
Kanchan to Kanchan Shailendra 
Ughade Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB279707200021957X dated 21 
April 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Rekha spouse of No.JC-
543445H Sub Surendra Singh 
Bhakuni resident of Village- Shai, 
Post- Chanoda, Tehsil- Someshwar, 
District- Almora, State- Uttarakhand, 
Pin-263629, have changed my 
name from Rekha to Rekha 
Bhakuni Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB27567109126306X dated 19 
April 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Deepika Dipak Gavade 
spouse of No.461714X Sub 
Gavade Dipak Balu resident of 
Village- Nagave, Post- Nagave, 
Tehsil- Chandgad, District- 
Kolhapur, State- Maharashtra, 
Pin416509, have changed my DOB 
from 03 Aug 1982 to 03 Aug 1983 
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB27790178656600X dated 21 
April 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Padmavati Balu Mother of 
No.461714X Sub Gavade Dipak 
Balu resident of Village- Nagave, 
Post- Nagave, Tehsil- Chandgad, 
District- Kolhapur, State- 
Maharashtra, Pin416509, have 
changed my DOB from 28 June 
1958 to 01 Jan1948 Vide affidavit 
No.IN-PB27791246322161X dated 
21 April 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Dasari Sudharani spouse of 
No.15152505M Hav (GD) 
Thumbanadham Baddi, resident of 
Village- Kothuru, Post- Mamidipalli, 
Tehsil- Mandasa, District- 
Srikakulam, State- Andhra Pradesh, 
Pin-532264, have changed my 
name from Dasari Sudharani to 
Baddi Sudharani Vide affidavit 
No.IN-PB27974310167093X dated 
21 April 2025 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Shamuna Beegum spouse 
of No.JC-768104M Sub Sudheer B 
resident of Village- Uzhamalakkal 
Post- Puthukulangara, Tehsil- 
Nedumangadu, District- 
Trivandrum, State- Kerala, Pin-
695541, have changed my name 
from Shamuna Beegum to 
Shemuna Beegum Vide affidavit 
No.IN-PB27975060910023X Dated 
18 April 2015 before notary public 
Pathankot 

I, Jit Singh s/o Khushal Singh 
R/o # 18 Ram Krishan Colony, 
Rupnagar, Tehsil and District 
Rupnagar (Punjab)have changed 
my name from Jit Singh to Jeet 
Singh. 

I, Yashmaan S/o Sh.Dilawar, 
R/o Shastri Nagar Tohana Road, 
Narwana Tehsil Narwana Distt. Jind, 
Haryana. My name Yash is 
recorded in my Bank Account. Both 
Yash and Yashmaan names are the 
same man i.e. mine. My own 
responsibility related to my both 
names. 

I, Naresh Kumar S/o Raj 
Kumar R/o H.No. 3120/1 Sector 
45D Chandigarh have changed my 
name from Naresh Kumar to 
Naresh Kapoor. 

I, Rajwant Kaur Sidhu W/o 
Amarjit Singh R/o Vill: Chaminda 
(Ludhiana) have changed my name 
to Rajwant Kaur. 

I Rekha Thakur W/O 
15771561X Hav. Raj Singh Village 
Safdarpur Tehsil Dasuya Distt 
Hoshiarpur Have Changed My 
Name From Rekha Thakur To 
Rekha Rani. 

I Rekha Rani W/O Raj Singh 
Village Safdarpur Tehsil Dasuya 
Distt Hoshiarpur Have Changed My 
Son's Name From Tanush Singh 
Manhas To Tanush Singh Minhas. 

I Darshan Singh s/o Mukhtiar 
Singh, R/o Vpo. Acharwal  Tehsil  
Raikot, Distt ludhiana have changed 
my name to  Darshan Singh Bains. 

I Sharanjit Kaur w/o Darshan 
Singh Bains, R/o Vpo. Acharwal  
Tehsil  Raikot, Distt ludhiana have 
changed my name to  Sharanjit 
Kaur Bains. 

I Balwant  singh s/o Major 
Singh, R/o Vpo. Johlan, Tehsil 
Raikot, Distt. Ludhiana, have 
changed the name of my minor son 
Gotmveer Singh to Gautambir 
Singh. 

I Sital Parkash S/O 
Jagmandar Dass R/O Mohalla 
Joshian, Raikot, Distt Ludhiana 
Have Changed My Name To Shital 
Parkash. 

I Piyanky Sharma W/o No 
6944559Y HAV SHGD Swapan 
Sharma R/o Mahamay Para Ward 
No 16, PO Jalpaiguri, State WB 
changed name as Piyanky Sharma. 

I Gagandeep Kaur Baring 
W/o Gurmeet Singh R/o Vill 
Khanpur Baring Teh Rajpura Distt 
Patiala changed name as 
Gagandeep Kaur. 

I Gurmeet Singh Baring S/o 
Gurnam Singh R/o Vill Khanpur 
Baring Teh Rajpura Distt Patiala 
changed name as Gurmeet Singh. 

I Parbod Kumar S/o Krisan 
Chand R/o Bassian (Ludhiana) 
have changed my name to Parmod 
Kumar. 

I Jaspreet Kaur D/o Daljit 
Singh Cheema R/o Kishanpura 
Kalan (Ludhiana) have changed my 
name to Jaspreet Kaur Cheema. 

I, Gurjot Singh S/o Nirmal 
Singh R/o Vpo. Salaudi Teh-
Samrala Distt. Ludhiana have 
changed my name from Gurjyot 
Singh Mann to Gurjot Singh. 

I, Nisha Rani W/o Makhan Lal 
R/o H.No. 19451 St.No. 1 Bibi Wala 
Road Guru Teg Bahadur Nagar 
Bathinda have known by both 
names Nisha Jindal and Nisha Rani 
one and the same person. 

I, Makhan Lal S/o Des Raj R/o 
H.No. 19451 St.No. 1 Bibi Wala 
Road Guru Teg Bahadur Nagar 
Bathinda have known by both 
names Makhan Lal Jindal and 
Makhan Lal one and the same 
person. 

I, Jiwan Kumar S/o Des Raj 
R/o H.No. 19451 St.No. 1 Bibi Wala 
Road Guru Teg Bahadur Nagar 
Bathinda have known by both 
names Jiwan Kumar Jindal and 
Jiwan Kumar one and the same 
person. 

I Ranjeet Kaur W/o Tarlochan 
Singh R/o Vpo Sabhra Tehsil Patti 
Distt Tarn Taran. Have Changed My 
Name Ranjeet Kaur To Ranjit Kaur. 

I, Amardeep Singh S/o 
Balwinder Singh R/o Village 
Dhilwan Tehsil Samrala {Ludhiana} 
have changed my name to 
Amardeep Singh Dhillon. 

I, Madan Lal Neola S/o 
Phuman Ram R/o W.No.26, 
Dharampura Estate, St.No.1, Near 
Kissan Enclave, Khanna (Ludhiana) 
have changed my name to Madan 
Lal Sharma. 

I, Sharanjeet Kaur Daughter 
Of Army No 4470374a Ex Naik 
Jaswinder Singh Resident Of Vpo 
Shakoor Tehsil And Distt Ferozepur, 
(Punjab) 142052 Have Changed 
My Name From Sharanjeet Kaur To 
Sharanjit Kaur In My Father Army 
Service Records And Shall 
Hereafter Be Known As My New 
Name Sharanjit Kaur As Per 
Affidavit 21 Apr 2025 Before Notary 
Public Ferozepur. 

I, P C Roja is Mother of Army 
no. 16130107F Rank L/NK Name 
Rohith T of Unit 22 Engr Regt C/o 
56 APO Residing at Sneha Nivas, 
Kannathur Temple Road, 
Pallikunnu, Pallikunnu, S.O, 
Kannur, State Kerala Pin-670004 
Declare That my Name Roja PC 
Wrongly mentioned in my Son Army 
Service Records but my correct 
Name is P C Roja. 

I Army No. 4497956K Rank 
Sep Name Pawan Singh Son of 
Surjeet Singh Resident of Village 
Aale Wala PO. Palla Megha District 
Ferozepur have Changed my name 
from Pawan Kumar to Pawan Singh 
Vide Affidavit Dated 21 April 2025 
before at Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Tamboli Shashikala 
Dattatray Is Mother Of No. 
15194813n Rank Nk Tamboli 
Guruprasad Dattatray Of Unit 63 
Med Regt. C/O 56 Apo, Ferozepur 
Residing A-21. Bhagwati Nagar, 
Near Somnath Nagar, Tarsali, 
Vadodara, Gujarat 390009 Have 
Changed My Name From Tamboli 
Shashikala D To Tamboli 
Shashikala Dattatray Vide Affidavit 
Dated 21 April 2025 Before At 
Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Noor Jahan Gum Is Mother 
Of No. 2610395k, Rank Hav, Name 
Mohammed Shamshuddin Unit Of 
28 Madras C/O 56 Apo Ferozepur 
Cantt, Residing At H.No. 3.1.109, 
Pansal Taleem, Po. Bidar, Teh. 
Bidar, Distt. Bidar, State Karnataka, 
Pin 585401, Have Changed My 
Name From Noor Jahan Gum To 
Noor Jahan Begum Vide Affidavit 
Dated 21 April 2025 Before At 
Notary Ferozepur. 

I, No. 2610898p, Rank Hav 
Name Sukhdev Singh Unit Of 28 
Madras C/O 56 Apo Ferozepur 
Cantt, Residing At Vpo. Jivana 
Gooliyan, Teh. Baruth, Distt. 
Bagpat, State Up, Pin 250345 Have 
Changed My Daughter Name From 
Nethi Solanki To Niti Solanki Vide 
Affidavit Dated 21 April 2025 Before 
At Notary Ferozepur. 

I, No. 4005122m, Rank Chm, 
Name Virender Kumar Unit Of 20 
Dogra C/O 56 Apo, Ferozepur 
Canft, Residing At Shanti Kunj 
Building Bank Colony Kunja, 
Paonta Sahib Sirmour (Hp), Pin-
173025, Have Changed My 
Daughter Name From Mahak 
Thakur To Mehak Thakur Vide 
Affidavit Dated 21 April 2025 Before 
At Executive Magistrate Ferozepur. 

I Army No. 16126738m Rank 
Spr Name Harshwardhan Kumar Of 
Unit 03 Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo Pin 
914003 Have Changed My Name 
From Harsh Wardhan Kumar To 
Harshwardhan Kumar Vide Affidavit 
Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Tamboli Dattatray Chhagan 
is Father of No. 15194813N Rank 
NK Tamboli Guruprasad Dattatray 
of unit 63 Med Regt, c/o 56 APO, 
Ferozepur Residing A-21. Bhagwati 
Nagar, Near Somnath Nagar, 
Tarsali, Vadodara, Gujarat-390009, 
have changed my name from 
Tamboli Dattatray to Tamboli 
Dattatray Chhagan Vide Affidavit 
Dated 21 April 2025 before at 
Notary Ferozepur. 

I Rajan Kumar S/o Ashok 
Kumar R/o Street No. 11, Sikhan 
wala road, Heera Singh Nagar, 
Kotkapura (Faridkot) have changed 
my name to Rajan Kumar Narang. 

I, Gursahib Singh S/o 
Gurlabh Singh R/o Ward No. 7, 
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Road, 
Kotkapura (Faridkot), am known by 
both the names Gursahib Singh and 
Gursahib Singh Dhillon. 

I Deepak S/o Jarnail Singh R/o   
Sehjhangi, Jalandhar, Punjab - 
144002, have changed my name to 
Deepak Ladhar. 

I Mandeep Kaur W/o Rajinder 
Singh Chauhan R/o # 207, VPO 
Balbera Distt. Patiala after marriage 
have changed my name to 
Mandeep Kaur Chauhan. 

I, Balwinder Kumar S/o Piara 
Lal R/o P.O. Chuharwali, Adampur, 
Chuharwali, Jalandhar, Punjab - 
144102 , have changed my minor 
daughter’s name from Bhavna aged 
12 years to Bhavna Kaur forever. 

I Divya Sunda Nee Divya D/O  
Jagjiwan Ram R/O. Vill Bharo 
Mazara, Po Dosanjh Khurd, Tehsil 
Banga , SBS Nagar Have Changed 
My Name  Divya Sunda Nee Divya 
To Divya And Now Sunda Is My 
Surname. I Am Known To Divya 
Sunda Only.

Classifieds
CHANGE OF NAME

Globe Toyota Organizes  Mileage Rally in 
Ambala 
Ambala: Globe Toyota Ambala organized a Mileage Rally at 
their Toyota showroom, offering customers a real-world driving 
experience through a 30-kilometre route that combined both 
highway stretches and city driving conditions. Ambala’s 
Gurdeep Singh clocked 42.6 kms to a litre on his Hyryder 
Hybrid to win the mileage rally.  The event was flagged off by 
Ashu Misser, Group Marketing Head, Globe Toyota, and was 
executed under the guidance of Vivek Datta, Managing Director 
and CEO, Globe Toyota. 

Avik Bhatia Clinches ‘Best Young Rider’ Title 
at Delhi Horse Show 2025  
Chandigarh: 16 year old Avik Bhatia, who originally hails 
from Nawanshahr,  has secured the prestigious ‘Best Young 
Rider’ title at the Delhi Horse Show 2025 — his third 
consecutive achievement in this  event. Hosted at the Army 
Equestrian Centre, this year’s Delhi Horse Show saw 
participation from over 500 horses representing the Indian 
Defense Forces, state equestrian federations and private clubs 
from across the country. Amidst stiff competition, Avik 
delivered a stunning performance by achieving podium finishes 
in every event he entered — earning a total of 4 Gold, 2 Silver, 
and 2 Bronze medals across various categories. Avik’s win in 
2025 adds to his previous ‘Best Young Rider’ titles in 2023 and 
2024, marking a hat-trick at one of India’s most prestigious 
equestrian shows. 

Canara Bank Wins Inter Bank T-20 Premier 
League Cricket Tournament At Tau Devi Lal 
Cricket Stadium Panchkula 
Panchkula: In a thrilling finale to the Interbank League Cricket 
Tournament, Canara Bank emerged as the undisputed 
champions, defeating Central Bank of India by 98 runs at the 
Tau Devi Lal Stadium on Sunday. Batting first, Canara Bank 
scored mammoth total of 205/4 with the help of Sachin 
Dogra(55) and Amandeep Arora(68) . In reply , Central Bank 
of India were bowled out for 108 in 18.2 overs with the help of 
captain Jogender Kumar (4 wickets) and Sachin Dogra (2 
wickets). 

Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control 
Board Launches Golden Jubilee Enviro-Quiz 
Competition 
Shimla: In celebration of its Golden Jubilee Year, the Himachal 
Pradesh State Pollution Control Board (HP SPCB) is proud to 
announce the launch of its Golden Jubilee Enviro-Quiz 
Competition, an inter-school quiz initiative aimed at promoting 
environmental awareness among students of the state. The 
competition will be held from 22nd April 2025 (World Earth 
Day) to 5th June 2025 (World Environment Day). The Enviro-
Quiz is a part of the Board’s Golden Jubilee celebrations and is 
designed to engage young minds on critical topics such as 
environmental science, pollution control, sustainability, and the 
ecological richness of Himachal Pradesh. 

Shimla PR Experts Talk About Using AI the 
Right Way Industry leaders and teachers share 
ideas at National PR Day 
Shimla: Public relations (PR) professionals, teachers, and 
students gathered today at the University Institute of 
Technology (UIT) to celebrate National Public Relations 
Day. Organized by the Shimla chapter of the Public Relations 
Society of India (PRSI), the seminar titled “Responsible Use 
of Artificial Intelligence in PR” addressed how AI can 
improve PR work while protecting public trust. The day’s 
programme began by the HPU Kulgeet and the PR Theme 
Song, setting a respectful tone and celebrating the deep 
connection between culture and communication. Attendees 
noted that these performances reminded them how 
storytelling and music can unite people just as technology 
can transform messages. Dr. Ranvir Verma opened the 
seminar with a clear overview of AI’s potential in public 
relations. 

USP
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Public Notice

It hereby informs to general public at large that Smt. 
Guddi Devi wife of Dharampal Sharma R/o Village 
Mohna, Tehsil Pundri Distt Kaithal, as desired by you, 
I/We are furnishing hereunder the legal report with title 
search in respect of the property As desired by you, I/We 
are furnishing hereunder the legal report with title 
search in respect of the property has avail Secured loan 
on property from AU SMALL FINANCE BANK LIMITED 
for Rs. 15,00,000/-(fifteen Lakh), vide RAPID No. 
900168390 having its branch office at Kaithal, Haryana 
on his Residential house, admeasuring having an area 
4 4 5 . 0 6 0  S q .  M t r . ,  b e a r i n g  U . I . D  N o .
589540WPNM3000RL337A and LGD No. 589540337 
situated at Village Mohna, Tehsil Pundri Distt Kaithal. 
That the said Smt. Guddi Devi wife of Dharampal 
Sharma is an owner of above said land measuring 
445.060 Sq. Mtr., vide register sale UID/Certificate No. 
5432/1 dated 02-12-2021 executed by Surender 
Sharma Gram Sachiv of Village Mohna issued by SRO 
Tehsil Pundri Distt Kaithal Said, Smt. Guddi Devi is a 
sole owner of above property and there is no co-sharer 
in this property. Original Swamitwa patters collect 
BDPO at time of Provide of Sale Certificate. if anybody 
have any right/title/litigation/claim or claiming any prior 
rights or interest in any manner in above mentioned 
property as per register sale certificate, then may 
approach the undersigned and submit objection within 7 
days from the date of this public notice. After the expiry 
of period of this no claim shall be entertained and such 
claim shall be deemed to be false, fake, frivolous, 
fraudulent and baseless and shall have no value in the 
eyes of law.Manoj Kumar Chauhan Chamber No. 139 
Distt. Court Kaithal



BY KAJLEEN KAUR

India boasts a demographic dividend, with a working-age
population (15–64 years) of around 67 per cent, which can
propel economic growth. This momentous opportunity,

however, necessitates optimising the potential of the available
labour force by ensuring a reduction in unemployment and
underemployment and building human capital.

The macroeconomic growth models explain long-term
sustainable progress as a function of labour force growth
and technology built over time with human capital. 

India faces no dearth in population and therefore labour
force, but it lacks education, which is necessary to develop
individuals’ productivity and foster technological advance-
ments. Besides, the economy languishes with high unem-
ployment, which fails to realise the so-called “demograph-
ic dividend”.

The India Employment Report 2024 shows the Labour
Force Participation Rate (LFPR) at 52 per cent, compared
to 76 per cent in China. This indicates that nearly half of
the possible dividend is forfended. 

To further add to the woes, the female LFPR stands at 37
per cent in India, compared to an average of 70 per cent in
China. This places India as the 13th lowest female LFPR.

The report also highlights that India’s youth grapples with
soaring unemployment rates. Shockingly, they account for
83 per cent of the unemployed workforce. Even more dis-
appointing is the share of youngsters with higher education
in the total unemployed, which has almost doubled from
35.2 per cent in 2000 to 65 per cent in 2022.

This brings to the surface the grave reality that a large por-
tion of the potential labour force capable of contributing to
growth is dissipated. 

More particularly, India adds 3 million graduates annu-
ally, but 33 per cent of them are unemployed or underem-
ployed (CMIE, 2024).  There exists a wide gap between
industry requirements and the education system.

Only 15 per cent of our workforce has formal vocation-
al training, compared to 70 per cent in South Korea
(UNESCO). However, the Government’s initiatives like
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana, National
Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme, and Skill India Digital
Hub are trying to bridge this divide. The Economic
Survey 2023–24 notes that the Indian economy needs to
generate an average of nearly 78.5 lakh jobs annually until
2030, in the non-farm sector, to cater to the rising work-
force. This is further distressed as around 90 per cent of the
workforce is engaged in informal work, facing irregular work
and income, absence of social security benefits, and sub-
standard working conditions. 

The manufacturing sector, which has huge untapped
potential to absorb unskilled and semi-skilled labour that

moves away from agriculture, contributes only 14 per cent
to the GDP in India as compared to 27 per cent in China. 

While the agrarian sector employs 43 per cent of the work-
force, it contributes only 16 per cent to GDP. India’s eco-
nomic growth has been primarily driven by the services sec-
tor, which lacks employment absorption because of skill 
intensity. 

Additionally, the advent of artificial intelligence is unde-
niably a threat to the already dismal employment situation,
further aggravating the population-to-opportunities mis-
match. There is an ardent need to prioritise labour-inten-
sive manufacturing to engage unskilled labour, along with
concentrated efforts to support MSMEs. 

Moreover, the transforming nature of employment, such
as the gig workforce, is expected to form 6.7 per cent of the
non-agricultural workforce or 4.1 per cent of the total liveli-
hood in India by 2029–30; the labour policy must ensure
a robust minimum level of employment quality. 

Most importantly, for India to harness its demographic
dividend and not make it a missed opportunity, investment
in skilled education is needed to nurture a workforce
equipped with employable skills.

India’s demographic dividend offers immense potential,
but without addressing unemployment, skill gaps, and infor-
mal employment, it risks becoming a lost opportunity.
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When Prime Minister Narendra
Modi first outlined India’s
SAGAR vision — Security and
Growth for All in the Region —

in 2015 during a visit to Mauritius, few could
have predicted how it would evolve into a
sweeping geopolitical doctrine encompass-
ing not only the Indian Ocean but the west-
ern coasts of Africa and beyond. Nearly a
decade later, India’s maritime strategy is
undergoing a quiet yet profound transfor-
mation. From SAGAR, the nation is now
navigating toward Mahasagar — literally, the
“Great Ocean” — signalling a decisive pivot
in India’s foreign and security policy with
Africa in clear sight. The SAGAR initiative,
initially conceived to promote maritime
security and economic cooperation among
Indian Ocean nations, has served as a
foundation for India’s role as a “net securi-
ty provider” in the region. But today’s real-
ity demands more than regional stewardship.
The increasing footprint of China in the
Indian Ocean, from Gwadar to Djibouti, and
the growing strategic relevance of the west-
ern Indian Ocean island states, have prompt-
ed India to recalibrate. The shift to
Mahasagar (Mutual and Holistic
Advancement for Security And Growth
Across Regions) represents not just a change
in terminology but a fundamental reimag-
ining of India’s role in the Indo–Pacific.

At the heart of this transformation lies
Mauritius, a small island nation with outsized
significance. More than a maritime partner,
Mauritius shares a cultural and civilisation-
al bond with India that predates diplomat-
ic relations. Home to a large Indian-origin
population, Mauritius has become a trust-
ed partner in India’s security calculus. Over
the years, India has extended grants, built
infrastructure, supplied patrol vessels and
aircraft, and helped set up coastal surveil-
lance radar systems across the Mauritian
archipelago. But it is the development of the
Agalega Islands — with an airstrip and jetty
capable of supporting military-grade assets
— that best symbolises the quiet assertive-
ness of the Mahasagar vision.

Critics argue that India’s investment in
Agalega mimics the Chinese playbook of
dual-use port development seen in
Hambantota and Gwadar. However, the cru-
cial difference lies in the nature of India’s
partnerships. Unlike China’s debt-driven port
diplomacy, India’s maritime engagement rests
on mutual respect, development cooperation,
and the principle of shared security. The
Indo–Mauritian relationship is one of kin-
ship diplomacy — one that grows not just
from strategic needs but from shared histo-
ry and people-to-people ties.

But the Mahasagar doctrine does not stop
at Mauritius. It casts a wider net — one that
spans from Seychelles and Madagascar to
Kenya, Mozambique, and Tanzania. India is
increasing its naval engagements, signing

logistics and defence
agreements, and offer-
ing capacity-building
assistance across the
African coast. The
logic is strategic: the
western Indian Ocean
is not just a transit
zone but a critical mar-
itime highway for
global trade, energy
routes, and naval

mobility. With China making aggressive
inroads through the Belt and Road Initiative
and military bases like the one in Djibouti,
India is asserting its own footprint — not by
coercion, but through collaboration. The
pivot to Mahasagar also highlights India’s
ambition to become a blue-water navy with
global reach. Indian naval ships are now a
common sight in African ports. Naval exer-
cises, hydrographic surveys, humanitarian
missions, and training programmes have
become regular features of India–Africa mar-
itime relations. The Indian Navy is no longer
a regional patrol force; it is fast becoming a
symbol of India’s strategic confidence, capa-
ble of shaping the security architecture of the

entire Indo–Pacific. Importantly, this trans-
formation is not purely militaristic. The
Mahasagar vision also embraces the idea of
the blue economy — a sustainable use of
ocean resources for economic growth,
improved livelihoods, and ecosystem health.
India’s support for maritime infrastructure,
fisheries development, and coastal tourism
in partner countries underscores its commit-
ment to holistic maritime growth. It is a
model that seeks not just security but
shared prosperity. 

The messaging is also clear. As China
intensifies its presence through military bases
and commercial ports, India is building
friendships. Where Beijing offers loans, India
offers trust. Where China sets up surveillance
posts, India establishes radar stations with
shared access. Where China builds harbours
that could dock submarines, India helps
build coast guard stations to fight piracy,
smuggling, and maritime crime. This con-
trast is not lost on African nations seeking
partners who respect sovereignty and sus-
tainability. Domestically, the Mahasagar
strategy aligns with India’s broader geopo-
litical identity. As a civilisational power with
ancient maritime traditions — from Chola
expeditions to trade with East Africa and the
Gulf — India is reclaiming its historical place
in the oceanic realm. The Indian Ocean is
not a frontier — it is India’s historical high-
way, linking cultures, religions, and com-

merce. By integrating Africa into this vision,
India is not expanding its reach; it is
reawakening a dormant maritime con-
sciousness.In geopolitical terms, this shift
could not come at a more crucial time. As
the global order becomes increasingly mul-
tipolar and the Indo–Pacific emerges as the
new theatre of strategic competition, India’s
Mahasagar doctrine provides a distinct
alternative.

It blends hard power with soft diploma-
cy, regional ambition with global respon-
sibility, and tradition with modern strate-
gy. It positions India not just as a counter-
weight to China, but as a civilisational ally
to Africa — one whose rise is guided by
partnership, not patronage. What began in
2015 as a regional security initiative has now
matured into a grand ocean dream. The
journey from SAGAR to Mahasagar is more
than a maritime shift — it is a statement of
intent.

It tells the world that India is ready to lead
not by dominance, but by example. And in
doing so, it has found a natural partner in
Africa and a reliable anchor in Mauritius. “An
ocean for all, free and open, where every
nation may sail in peace and security,” aptly
said Woodrow Wilson.

India’s expanding maritime vision
As India reimagines its role in the Indo–Pacific, this quiet yet profound pivot signals not only a strategic response to

China’s growing presence, but also a deeper civilisational reawakening rooted in partnership, not patronage
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India’s demographic dividend at risk

Visa shock for
Indian students

SC reins in overreaching Governor
Madam —  The Supreme Court has issued a timely and
firm reminder to Governors across various states that they
are not political gatekeepers or watchdogs, but consti-
tutional functionaries. They are duty-bound to act with-
in the framework of the Constitution, and failure to do
so will invite judicial intervention — as seen recently in
Tamil Nadu.The case involving Governor R N Ravi is a
stark example. His tenure has been marred by political
friction, constitutional brinkmanship, and disregard for
democratic norms. The Supreme Court made it unequiv-
ocally clear: Governors cannot stall the legislative
process or undermine the wil l  of  elected
Governments.Under the Constitution, a Governor may
return a bill once for reconsideration or reserve it for the
President. Prolonged delays — stretching into years —
are unacceptable. Such actions are not only unconstitu-
tional but also a dereliction of duty. 

This ruling brings much-needed clarity and alignment
between state and central governance. Just as the
President must assent to a re-passed bill by Parliament,
Governors must do the same at the state level. They have
no veto powers based on political preference. By reaf-
firming that legislatures, not unelected officials, are the
cornerstone of democracy, the Supreme Court has upheld
the spirit of federalism. Its directive is both appropriate
and timely.                                      RK JAIN I BARWANI 

UNESCO recognises Bhagavad Gita
Madam — This refers to the recent news, “Manuscripts of
Bhagavad Gita, Natyashastra added to UNESCO register”
(April 19).  It is a matter of immense pride for the spiri-
tual and cultural communities in India and abroad that
manuscripts of the Shrimad Bhagavad Gita and Bharat
Muni’s Natyashastra have been included in UNESCO’s
Memory of the World Register.

The Bhagavad Gita holds a timeless place in the spir-
itual consciousness of India. The guidance imparted by Lord
Krishna to Arjuna, through 700 verses across 18 chapters,
offers eternal wisdom and remains relevant to this day.

Its teachings continue to illuminate the path for follow-
ers of Sanatan Dharma and inspire philosophical discourse
worldwide. Similarly, the Natyashastra — an ancient
treatise on performing arts — underscores India’s deep-
rooted cultural traditions. 

This international recognition reinforces the richness
of India’s intellectual and spiritual legacy. The inclusion of
the Bhagavad Gita and Natyashastra manuscripts in
UNESCO’s Memory of the World Register is a proud
moment for India.

This global recognition highlights the enduring spiri-
tual, philosophical, and cultural significance of these ancient
texts, reaffirming India’s profound contributions to the
world’s intellectual and artistic heritage.         

YUGAL KISHORE SHARMA I FARIDABAD   

Made in India gets global traction
Madam —   India’s “Made in India” initiative is gaining strong
traction, positioning the country as a rising global manufac-
turing hub. Several developments signal this shift: India now
produces 20 per cent of the world’s iPhones, there’s a notable
rise in exports of Indian-manufactured weapons, and coun-
tries such as Canada are exploring collaboration on Vande
Bharat Express trains.

The ongoing trade conflict between the United States and
China is likely to accelerate this trend. With China threat-
ening to withhold rare earth materials crucial for the man-
ufacturing of weapons and electronics, the U.S. defence and
tech sectors could face significant disruption.  

This presents a unique opportunity for India to step up
and fill the gap. Now is the opportune moment for India to
aggressively promote its manufacturing sector.  

With the right policies and strategic investments, this shift
could lead to a substantial economic boost and elevate India’s
position in the global supply chain. 

India’s growing manufacturing capabilities, from iPhones
to defence exports, signal its emergence as a global
industrial hub. 

Amid US–China trade tensions, India has a unique chance
to fill critical supply chain gaps. Strategic investments now
can propel economic growth and cement India’s role in glob-
al manufacturing leadership.

AMARJEET KUMAR I HAZARIBAGH 

Apropos “Protect minorities with-
out excuses: India tells
Bangladesh” (The Pioneer, April

20), the recent brutal killing of
Bhabesh Chandra Roy — vice-president
of the Biral unit of the Bangladesh Puja
Udjapan Parishad and a respected
Hindu community leader — has
shocked and saddened many. In just
the past two months, there have been
76 attacks on Hindus in Bangladesh,
leading to 23 deaths. 

These attacks have intensified fol-
lowing the ouster of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina amid student-led
protests. Since then, the Hindu minori-
ty has faced relentless violence, prop-
erty destruction, and severe harass-
ment. Under the interim Government
led by Muhammad Yunus, the situation
has deteriorated further, with perpetra-
tors enjoying impunity. 

This pattern points to a systemic tar-
geting of Hindus and an alarming disre-
gard for basic human rights. The atroci-

ties against minorities not only weaken
the secular fabric of Bangladesh but
also strain its ties with India. Despite
repeated diplomatic appeals and con-
demnations from India, the persecution
continues unabated.  It is imperative
that Bangladesh acts swiftly to protect
its minorities and uphold justice.

In light of ongoing violence against
Hindus in Bangladesh, including the
recent killing of Bhabesh Chandra Roy,
India has rightly urged Dhaka to act
without excuses. 

Since Sheikh Hasina’s ouster,
attacks on minorities have surged
under the interim Muhammad Yunus-
led Government. With over 70 incidents
in just two months, the impunity of per-
petrators is deeply troubling.

Bangladesh must urgently uphold
minority rights, restore law and order,
and prevent further erosion of its secu-
lar and diplomatic standing — else it
runs the risk of total breakdown.

N. SADHASIVA REDDY | BENGALURU

BANGLADESH MUST END TARGETED
VIOLENCE AGAINST HINDUS

Very sad news on the passing of His Holiness Pope Francis.
On behalf of the people of Latvia I express my deep
condolences to all the Catholics and the Church. 
Pope Francis was compassionate and kind human being and
he will be greatly missed.

EDGARS RRINKEVICS, PPRESIDENT OOF TTHE RREPUBLIC OOF LLATVIA

TAKE

Leaderspeak

SANTHOSH
MATHEW

(The author is Professor, Centre for South Asian Studies,
School of International Studies and Social Sciences,

Pondicherry Central University, India.
Views are personal)

The writer is Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, SGGSCC,
University of Delhi. Views are personal)

In a move that has sparked concern across academic and diplo-
matic circles, the Trump administration has revoked student visas
for hundreds of international students, with a staggering 50 per

cent of the affected individuals hailing from India. The American
Immigration Lawyers’ Association (AILA) has revealed this informa-
tion. AILA collected 327 reports of visa revocations and Student and
Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) terminations from stu-
dents, attorneys, and university personnel. What is of concern to India
is that this move disproportionately affects Indian nationals, followed
by students from China (14 per cent), South Korea, Nepal, and
Bangladesh. There are serious concerns about the transparency and
consistency of the process, as the actions lack proper oversight and
are leaving students with little to no recourse. The revocations are not
only a personal and academic setback for the students involved but
also reflect a growing unease in the international student community.
Many have described the process as abrupt and arbitrary, with limited
opportunities to appeal SEVIS terminations or clarify misunderstand-
ings.  For Indian students, who comprise one of the largest popula-
tions of international students in the United States, this development
is deeply unsettling. These students invest heavily — both financially
and emotionally — in pursuing higher education in the US. The visa
revocations interrupt academic progress, affect employment opportu-
nities tied to their studies, and, in many cases, may force them to
leave the country abruptly. The psychological toll is equally signifi-
cant. Students face uncertainty, fear of deportation, and the poten-
tial stigma of visa termination, which could affect future travel and
academic prospects.

The ramifications of this policy move extend beyond individual stu-
dents to American educational institutions. International students are
a vital source of revenue for US universities, contributing billions of
dollars annually through tuition and living expenses. Many graduate
programmes in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics
(STEM) — areas critical to US innovation — rely heavily on internation-
al talent, particularly from India and China. With increasing visa
uncertainties, universities may find it harder to attract top global stu-
dents. This could result in lower enrolment numbers, loss of funding,
and a diminished reputation for academic inclusiveness and excel-
lence. Moreover, such measures may deter future applicants, who
may opt for more welcoming countries such as Canada, Australia, or
Germany. While the Trump administration has not offered detailed
justifications for these specific revocations, the actions are consis-
tent with its broader immigration stance.

Throughout his presidency, Donald Trump emphasised tightening
immigration controls and “putting Americans first,” often casting a
sceptical eye on visa programmes — even those meant for students
and skilled workers. One reason for these revocations may be tied to
concerns about misuse of visa programmes, fraudulent enrolment, or
security vetting. However, critics argue that such justifications are
being applied too broadly, punishing legitimate students and tarnish-
ing the US’s image as a global education hub. 

The Trump administration’s decision to revoke a significant number
of student visas, disproportionately affecting Indian nationals, marks
a troubling development in US immigration policy. If left unchecked,
such policies could shift global student mobility away from the US,
undermining the nation’s historical status as the premier destination
for higher education.

US revokes hundreds of student visas: 50
per cent affected are Indian students

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than  400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.



The Supreme Court of India,  on 
December 12, 1996, in its epoch-making
order on TN Godavarman
Thirumullapad vs Union of India and

Others, had set into motion a marvellous judicial
intervention on forest conservation in the coun-
try — and the rest is the history of an innumer-
able number of orders in correcting the several
wrong decisions affecting forest and wildlife con-
servation in the country.

After 29 years of experience of judicial inter-
vention, in yet another suo motu intervention on
April 3, 2025 — thanks to the students of
Hyderabad University and the media — the
Supreme Court Bench headed by Justice B R Gavai
and Augustine George Masih, helped by Senior
Advocate K Parmeshwar (the amicus curiae in
the Godavarman forest cases, who alerted the
Court to media reports about the deforestation),
acted.

The Bench acted swiftly, expressing shock at the
scale of the tree felling and the use of heavy
machinery to clear approximately 100 acres in just
a few days — directing the Registrar General of
Andhra High Court to visit the site of the felling
and submit the report the same day in the after-
noon of April 3 itself.

The Registrar General, after visiting the site in
the afternoon, sent the report; and then the Bench,
in a very forthright, acerbic tone, warned the state
Chief Secretary and senior bureaucrats of putting
them in jail in the same location by constructing
a temporary jail. 

The Court comments are scathing for the
Telangana Governemnt but in favour of trees,
wildlife and the natural environment, which are
part of our ecosystem but cannot speak and
protest, yet they are the resource base for human
survival. 

The Court heard the case again on 16 April and
again warned the Chief Secretary and other offi-
cers of sending them to imprisonment for felling
trees over 100 acres if the damage was not
addressed through a restoration plan and direct-
ed the Telangana governemnt to submit the same
in the next four weeks. 

While hearing the case, the Bench reiterated
that the 1996 Supreme Court order is sacrosanct
in defining what constitutes forests — irrespec-
tive of the status of the land. 

The Bench, while reiterating its warning to the
officers of state, directed the state Chief Wildlife
Warden to ensure protection to wildlife and asked
for a restoration plan for the 100-acre felled
forests, while also stating that high-rise buildings
cannot be made in the company of wildlife. It
made it clear that the State Governemnt had to
take permission for felling of all kinds of trees —
be it recorded forests or otherwise — if it comes
under the purview of deemed forests as outlined
in the 1996 order of the Supreme Court.

So, the die has been cast so far as the defini-
tion of forest is concerned, coming as it did after

the Forest Conservation (Amendment) Act was
passed by Parliament in 2023. The amendment
primarily clarifies the scope of forest land and sim-
plifies procedures for certain activities. 

The amendment clari-
fies that forest land includes
areas notified under the
Indian Forest Act, 1927, or
recorded in Governemnt
records as forest land as on
the 1980 Act’s enforcement
date.

The Act exempts certain
types of land from its
purview, such as land with-
in 100 km of India’s border
needed for national securi-
ty projects, small roadside
amenities, and public roads
leading to a habitation. 

Now, the observations of the Supreme Court
Bench have restored the 1996 order of the
Supreme Court, and hence all states are duty-
bound to obtain permission for non-forest use of

deemed forest land.  
Now let us examine the context of such viru-

lent observations of sending state officers to jail
by the Apex Court on April 3, as well as reiterat-
ing it on April 16, 2025. After this, the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has
also sought a report from the Telangana
Governemnt. 

It is a stark fact that the forests of the country
are not in good shape — and the most important
reason is the public apathy for conservation of
forests at all levels, be it the public at large, admin-
istrative or political leaders of all hues, though they
keep tom-tomming on solemn occasions and pro-
vide lip service to the forests, biodiversity and river
systems. 

This is quite revealed from the way our
Governemnts function at both the Centre and
state level. We need to look at the State of Forest
Report 2023, which clearly brought out that more
than 37 per cent of tree cover out of the 82 mil-
lion ha of forest and tree cover is created by the
farmers of the country — and it is worth ponder-
ing the fate of forest-related biodiversity on these

farmers’ land.
Another grim reminder is the lack of adequate

regeneration in recorded forests, as only 48 per
cent  of the forest areas have adequate regenera-
tion. The degradation is also increasing, as
46,000 ha of recorded forests have nearly com-
pletely lost their tree cover. 

There is a need that the IAS and IFS officers
sitting in the Ministry decide to change this matrix
of degradation and work sincerely to ensure a pol-
icy framework for better forest and biodiversity
management.

This writer is very forthright in asking the for-
est service mandarins to get over the clique syn-
drome and speak in a single voice for the trees,
wild animals and our rivers and rivulets. The pro-
fessionalism these days is seen more in acquies-
cence and lobbying than in standing for the 
real cause. 

It is because of this that the Supreme Court
Bench made these sarcastic comments — and it
is time now that the officers work honestly and
balance the need for development with conser-
vation. Once they stand firm and truthful, then
the political masters shall follow. 

There is a need for increasing the budget of the
forestry sector and empowerment of communi-
ties under the Joint Forest Management
Programme. 

But one of the biggest causes of deforestation
is the lopsided and open-ended implementation
of the Forest Rights Act, 2006, by the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, who — along with foreign-fund-
ed NGOs and ‘Jhola chhap’ social activists and
phoney foresters — portray the romantic vision
of promoting encroachments on forest land. 

They must desist or must be sidelined by the
Governemnt and asked to work to make the land
so far allotted to tribals productive so that their
socio-economic status improves. 

It is hoped that this intervention of the Apex
Court will force all concerned to change track.In
conclusion, the Supreme Court’s timely interven-
tion once again underscores the vital role of the
judiciary in safeguarding India’s forests 
and wildlife.  

The strong stance taken by the Court, includ-
ing warnings of imprisonment for errant officials
— reaffirms the sanctity of the 1996 Godavarman
order and its relevance despite recent legislative
changes. It also highlights the growing civic
engagement, especially from students and media,
in environmental issues. 

Moving forward, it is imperative for adminis-
trative leadership and policymakers to prioritise
ecological integrity, implement restoration mea-
sures, and foster genuine, professional commit-
ment to forest conservation — balancing devel-
opment with sustainability for future generations.

The farming industry is one of the
significant pillars of the Indian
economy, contributing a significant

16 per cent of India’s GDP and engaging
more than half of the country’s popula-
tion. However, to date, there has been a
slow uptake of advanced technologies in
agriculture. While several agritech start-
ups have been launched and well-fund-
ed by investors, the connection between
these ventures and farmers remains a
challenge. One of the main problems that
these start-ups have to contend with is
that of high costs, which tend to be asso-
ciated with technology. 

There are many tools — including
those used in precision farming, machin-
ery such as weather stations, and sensors
that can be applied to the soil — that hold
the future of increased yields and sustain-
able farming. However, the cost associ-
ated with such technologies might be
unaffordable for small farmers, who
form the largest percentage of India’s
farming community. Devices such as IoT
sensors can cost hundreds of dollars per
year, meaning that while a slight increase
in yield for such farmers is hard to come
by, the devices do not offer value for
money.

More than 80 per cent of farmers in
India are marginal farmers, cultivating
landholdings of less than five acres.
These marginal lands are often fragment-
ed into multiple smaller plots, allowing
farmers to grow different crops on the
same holding.

This fragmentation poses a challenge
for agritech solutions designed for large-
scale farming. However, satellite-based
data solutions can bridge this gap by
providing precise, farm-specific insights
even for farms having an area of only a
quarter of an acre (about 10,000 square
feet), enabling even smallholder farm-
ers to optimise their crop management
and improve productivity.

The policies of the Indian agricultur-
al sector fluctuate, and some crucial
aspects like water — which is a basic
necessity for agriculture — are con-
trolled by the state governemnt. 

While such interventions as subsidies
and grants are useful, they have led to
a situation where agritech remains a state-
subsidised model rather than a market-
driven one.

Many new agritechs have come to
depend on these Governemnt partner-
ships for revenue instead of selling
directly to farmers, which has impacted
the growth and sustainability of most of

them in the private
market.

Among the chal-
lenges that have lim-
ited the embrace of
agritech is ignorance
among farmers. 

It is essential to
understand that
large-scale farmers
might invest time
and resources to
evaluate and consid-
er adopting new
technologies, while
smallholder farmers
are more likely to

make decisions by word of mouth or
based on regular practices.

This is mainly due to the poor devel-

opment of facilities and capacity-build-
ing to form the basis for adopting inno-
vations in farming technologies.
Cost-Effective Solutions
The first area of intervention for farmer
uptake can be increased through
improved adoption of technologies that
are cheaper to develop. Although IoT-
based sensors are costly, satellite remote
sensing is feasible. 

While IoT sensors can cost several
hundred dollars and give localised infor-
mation, satellite technology offers infor-
mation for the whole farm area at a con-
siderably lower cost — usually less than
5 per cent of the price of sensors.
Satellite remote sensing, combined with
artificial intelligence and machine learn-
ing, can be used to monitor soil nutrient
levels, manage pest and disease risks, and
support irrigation water management
across large areas of farmland. 

These solutions are especially practi-
cal and accessible for smallholder farm-

ers. In this way, satellite-based solutions
represent a constrained set of technolog-
ical tools whereby agritech companies
can propose complete and high-quality
products and services at more competi-
tive prices.
localised Solutions
Given the highly heterogeneous climate
of the country and the different farming
practices followed across regions, it can
be said that a market solution carved in
one casting will not fit this agritech mar-
ket. Start-ups must provide region-spe-
cific products. 

They can, therefore, apply different
ways of ensuring their solution reaches
farms in varying regions so that farmers
can adopt it.
Pricing Models
Long-term, technology must be accessi-
ble to small and marginal farmers and
useful even for field crops like wheat —
especially in terms of the ultimate cost

of the technology delivered to the farm.
A scholar cited that the cost of any new
technology farmers must consider has to
be less than or equal to 10 per cent of the
total farming cost. This is crucial for
adoption. 

Affordability is another value that
agritech start-ups should embrace,
enabling them to offer their products at
a cheaper cost and within reach of many
farmers. Other revenue models that can
be used include fee-for-service or usage
plans in which the farmer pays only for
what is used.
Fostering Education
Guaranteeing extensive use of such tech-
nology — even if it is cheap— requires
more education and support. Agritech
companies must incorporate education
campaigns as a key means of informing
farmers about the benefits of using these
products. 

This might be achievable through
human capital development programmes,

farmer organisations or local associa-
tions. This paper contends that hands-on
training and demonstrations enable
farmers to overcome hesitance stemming
from a lack of familiarity. Current strate-
gies point to the need to make technol-
ogy simple and easy to use to minimise
the chances of farmers being unable to
adopt it on the farm.
Government and Private
Sector Collaboration
Although major funding is currently
being attracted to agritech start-ups via
governemnt grants, the long-term model
will require the involvement of both pub-
lic and private entities.

This implies a need for policies that
encourage agritech growth while avoid-
ing excessive dependence on state sub-
sidies. This includes strengthening pol-
icy content, creating private-sector incen-
tives, and guaranteeing support for farm-
ers transitioning to better technologies.
Scaling efforts via public–private partner-
ships may help deliver appropriate sup-
port to farmers.
Final Thoughts
The Indian agritech industry is at a turn-
ing point. Although there is hope in the
power of technology to transform agri-
culture, challenges such as cost, accessi-
bility and uptake remain significant.
High-end technologies like IoT sensors
and UAVs are often too expensive for
small and marginal farmers.

However, affordable and scalable
solutions — such as satellite remote sens-
ing, regionalised products, optional pric-
ing structures and farmers’ sensitisation
—are available.   When combined with
agricultural expertise and AI/ML, satel-
lite remote sensing emerges as a practi-
cal and inclusive solution, making
advanced technology accessible even to
small and marginal farmers. 

India, being one of the top agricultur-
al producers globally, has a wealth of
insights from its diverse farming land-
scape. These learnings not only improve
Indian agriculture but are also leveraged
globally to assist small and marginal
farmers elsewhere.

SAT KUMAR
TOMAR

Bridging the agritech divide with advanced farming technology
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The Supreme Court has once again stepped in with unprecedented urgency and resolve. In a suo motu intervention, the Court 
expressed outrage at the illegal felling of over 100 acres of forest land in Telangana 

As the agriculture sector stands at a crossroads, scalable innovations like satellite-based sensing, region-specific tools, 
and inclusive pricing models offer a path toward a more sustainable and tech-enabled agricultural future

(The writer is former Director-General & Chancellor of ICFRE,
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

Views are personal)

(The writer is Founder, Co-founder & CEO,
Satyukt Analytics. Views are personal)
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The Supreme Court roars for the forests
FIRST

Column

THE BENCH, WHILE REITERATING
ITS WARNING TO THE OFFICERS OF
STATE, DIRECTED THE STATE CHIEF

WILDLIFE WARDEN TO ENSURE
PROTECTION TO WILDLIFE AND

ASKED FOR A RESTORATION PLAN
FOR THE 100-ACRE FELLED

FORESTS, WHILE ALSO STATING
THAT HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS

CANNOT BE MADE IN THE COMPANY
OF WILDLIFE
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Vatican City

The death of a pope sets in motion a
series of carefully orchestrated rites
and rituals well before the conclave

to elect his successor begins. They involve
the certification of death and public dis-
play of his body for the faithful to pay their
respects, followed by the funeral and
burial.

Pope Francis, who died on Monday,
revised various rites last year, simplifying
the funeral rituals to emphasize his role as
a mere bishop and allowing for burial out-
side the Vatican in keeping with his wish-
es. But the core elements remain, includ-
ing the three key moments that must be
observed between the death of a pope and
his burial.

The reforms are incorporated into the
slim red volume “Ordo Exsequiarum
Romani Pontificis,” Latin for “Rite of Burial
for Roman Pontiffs.”

Why were changes to the funeral rites
necessary?

While popes often tinker with the rules
regulating the conclave that elects their
successor, a revision of the papal funeral
rites hadn’t been undertaken since 2000.

The changes became necessary after
Francis expressed his own wishes, and after
Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI died on Dec.
31, 2022. For Benedict, the Vatican had to
work out the novelty of a funeral for the
first retired pope in 600 years. 

A few months later, Francis revealed he
was working with the Vatican’s master of
liturgical ceremonies, Archbishop Diego
Ravelli, to overhaul the entire book of rites
to simplify them.

In explaining the reforms, Ravelli said
the changes aimed “to emphasise even

more that the Roman Pontiff ’s funeral is
that of a pastor and disciple of Christ and
not of a powerful man of this world.
THE DECLARATION OF DEATH: The three
main stations, or moments, occur first in
his home, then in St. Peter’s Basilica, and
then in the place of burial.

The reform allows for the formal con-
firmation of death to occur in Francis’ per-
sonal chapel rather than his bedroom. It
is unclear why, the change may be more
practical than anything since Francis
chose to live in a small suite in the Vatican’s
Santa Marta hotel rather than the Apostolic
Palace. He has a personal chapel at Santa
Marta.

Upon the pope’s death, the head of the
Vatican health service examines the body,
ascertains the cause of death and writes a
report. The body is dressed in white.

The body rests in the pope’s personal
chapel for the ritual pronouncement of
death, presided over by the camerlengo, the
Vatican official who runs the Holy See
administration between the death or res-
ignation of one pope and the election of
another. The camerlengo is American
Cardinal Kevin Farrell, one of Francis’
most trusted aides.

In a change from the past, the rite no
longer requires the body to be placed in
the traditional three coffins made of
cypress, lead and oak. Now, the pope’s body
is placed in a wooden coffin, with a zinc
coffin inside. The pope is dressed in red
liturgical vestments, his miter - the tradi-
tional headdress of bishops - and the pal-
lium woolen stole, a kind of scarf. The
Pasqual candle, a large, decorated candle
used at Easter, is placed nearby.

The camerlengo drafts the formal dec-
laration of death, attaching the certificate

that had been prepared by the health ser-
vice chief.

The master of liturgical celebrations,
Ravelli, then decides when other faithful
can pay their respects before the coffin is
moved to St. Peter’s Basilica for public
viewing.
ONCE IN THE BASILICA: When the body is
brought into the basilica, the Litany of
Saints chant is sung. The camerlengo leads
the procession.

In another change, the pope’s body is no
longer placed on an elevated bier. Rather,
the simplified wooden coffin is placed fac-
ing the pews, with the Pasqual candle near-
by.
THE SEALING OF THE COFFIN: The night
before the funeral, the camerlengo presides
over the closing and sealing of the coffin,
in the presence of other senior cardinals.
A white cloth is placed over the pope’s face. 

A bag containing coins minted during

his papacy is placed in the coffin along
with a one-page written account of his
papacy - known in Italian as a “rogito,” a
word indicating an official deed. It is read
aloud by the master of liturgical cere-
monies and then rolled up and slipped
inside a cylindrical tube that is placed
inside the coffin. Another copy is kept in
the Vatican archives. The covers of both
the zinc coffin and the wooden one bear
a cross and the papal coat of arms.

Francis’ coat of arms, which he kept
from when he was bishop, features a shield
and the monogram of his Jesuit order, with
the words “Miserando atque eligendo,”
Latin for “Having had mercy, he called
him.” It comes from an episode in the
Gospel where Christ picks a seemingly
unworthy person to follow him.
THE FUNERAL AND BURIAL: The funeral is
presided over by the dean of the College
of Cardinals or, if that is not possible, by
the vice dean or another senior cardinal.
The current dean is Italian Cardinal
Giovanni Battista Re, 91. The vice dean is
Argentine Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, 81.
Francis earlier this year extended both of
their five-year terms rather than appoint
new ones.

Francis’ reform allows for burial outside
the Vatican, with the camerlengo presid-
ing. Various seals are impressed on the cof-
fin, and it is placed inside the tomb.

Francis has said he wants to be buried
not in St. Peter’s Basilica or its grottoes,
where most popes are buried, but in the
St. Mary Major Basilica across town. His
choice reflects his veneration of an icon of
the Virgin Mary that is located there, the
Salus Populi Romani (Salvation of the peo-
ple of Rome). After every foreign trip,
Francis would go to the basilica to pray
before the Byzantine-style painting that
features an image of Mary, draped in a blue
robe, holding the infant Jesus who in turn
holds a jewelled golden book.

“It’s my great devotion,” Francis told
Mexico’s N+ in revealing his future bur-
ial plans. “The place is already prepared.”

With the burial, the Catholic Church
begins nine days of official mourning,
known as the “novemdiales” and the con-
clave begins.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Kyiv

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy accused Russia on
Sunday of creating a false appear-

ance of honouring an Easter ceasefire, say-
ing Moscow continued to launch attacks
after Russian President Vladimir Putin
announced a unilateral temporary truce.

“As of Easter morning, we can say that
the Russian army is trying to create a gen-
eral impression of a ceasefire, but in some
places, it does not abandon individual
attempts to advance and inflict losses on
Ukraine,” Zelenskyy said in a post on X.

Despite Putin’s declaration of an Easter
ceasefire, Zelenskyy said Sunday morning
that Ukrainian forces had recorded 59
instances of Russian shelling and five
assaults by units along the front line, as
well as dozens of drone strikes.

In later updates, Zelenskyy said that

despite Ukraine declaring a symmetrical
approach to Russian actions, “the trend of
increasing the use of heavy weaponry by
Russian forces continues.” He said, how-
ever, that it was “a good thing, at least, that
there were no air raid sirens.” He noted
that some Ukrainian troops were killed in
a Russian “ambush” on Sunday in the
Donetsk region, and said the Russian sol-
diers responsible would be “eliminated.”

Russia’s Defence Ministry accused
Ukrainian forces of overnight attacks in
the Donetsk region despite the ceasefire.
It said Ukraine had sent 48 drones into
Russian territory. According to the min-
istry, there were “dead and wounded
among the civilian population,” without
giving details. It claimed Russian troops
had strictly observed the truce.

Russia-installed officials in the partial-
ly occupied Ukrainian region of Kherson
also said Ukrainian forces had launched

attacks. Zelenskyy said that Russia must
fully adhere to the ceasefire conditions and
reiterated Ukraine’s offer to extend the
truce for 30 days when it ends midnight

Sunday. Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Andrii Sybiha said Moscow had not
responded to Kyiv’s proposal. 

“In practice, either Putin does not have

full control over his army, or the situation
proves that in Russia, they have no inten-
tion of making a genuine move toward
ending the war, and are only interested in
favourable PR coverage,” Zelenskyy wrote.

Just hours after announcing the cease-
fire, Putin attended an Easter service late
Saturday at Moscow’s Cathedral of Christ
the Saviour led by Patriarch Kirill, head
of the Russian Orthodox Church and a
vocal supporter of Putin and the war in
Ukraine.

Putin offered no details on how the
ceasefire would be monitored or whether
it would cover airstrikes or ongoing
ground battles that rage around the clock.

His announcement came after US
President Donald Trump said Friday
that negotiations between Ukraine and
Russia are “coming to a head” and insist-
ed that neither side is “playing” him in his
push to end the grinding three-year war.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Kyiv

Russian attacks during the 30-hour
Easter ceasefire unilaterally declared
by President Vladimir Putin over

the weekend killed three people in
Ukraine’s southern Kherson region, the
local governor said Monday.

Gov. Oleksandr Prokudin wrote on
Telegram that the casualties occurred over
the last 24 hours, adding that three oth-
ers were wounded. Overall, Russia violat-
ed the ceasefire more than 2,900 times,

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said in a Telegram statement in
the early hours on Monday. Zelenskyy said
that Russian forces carried out 96 assault
operations along the front line, shelled
Ukrainian positions more than 1,800
times and used hundreds of drones dur-
ing the course of the ceasefire. 

“The nature of Ukrainian actions will
continue to be mirror-like: we will respond
to silence with silence, and our blows will
be a defense against Russian blows.
Actions always speak louder than words,”

he said. Putin announced a temporary
Easter truce on Saturday, citing humani-
tarian reasons. Ukraine said that it would
reciprocate any genuine ceasefire by
Moscow, but voiced skepticism over the
Kremlin’s intentions. Both sides traded
accusations of violations shortly after. The
ceasefire expired at midnight (2100 GMT)
following Easter Sunday. 

Overnight into Monday, the Russian
forces fired three missiles at Ukraine’s
southern regions of Kherson and
Mykolaiv regions, as well as 96 Shahed

drones targeting other parts of the coun-
try, Ukraine’s Air Force reported. It said
it downed 42 drones, while 47 others were
jammed mid-flight. 

In the Dnipropetrovsk region, Russian
drones sparked a fire at an “outbuilding”
and a “food enterprise,” Gov. Serhii Lysak
wrote on Telegram. No one was injured
in the attack, he said. An unspecified infra-
structure object was damaged in the
Cherkasy region overnight, Gov. Ihor
Taburets said on Telegram. 

The Russian Defence Ministry, in a

statement on Monday, maintained that
Moscow’s forces “strictly observed the
ceasefire and remained at previously
occupied lines and positions.” It accused
Ukraine of violating the ceasefire 4,900
times, including six attempts at assault
operations, 1,404 attacks from artillery,
multiple rocket launchers and mortars,
and 3,316 drone strikes targeting Russian
troops. 

The ministry said that once the cease-
fire expired, the Russian military “resumed
the special military operation” in Ukraine.

Zelenskyy says Russia feigning ‘ceasefire’ as attacks continue

Russian attacks Kherson during Easter ceasefire three killed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Toronto

Atemple in Canada’s Surrey has been
defaced by vandals with pro-
Khalistan graffiti at its entrance and

the pillars, authorities said.
The incident took place on April 19 at

the Shree Lakshmi Narayana Mandir in
Surrey, the temple said in a statement.

“It is with deep sorrow that we inform
the community of a disturbing incident
that took place in the early hours of April
19, 2025, at approximately 3:00 AM. Two
unidentified individuals vandalised the
Shree Lakshmi Narayana Mandir in Surrey
by defacing the entrance sign and the tem-
ple pillars with the word ‘Khalistan’, the
statement said.

Also, the security camera was stolen dur-
ing this act.

“We strongly condemn this hateful act
of vandalism and theft, which is not only
a crime but a direct attack on a sacred
space that serves as a spiritual and cultur-
al centre for many families, including
elderly members and children,” it said.

“An FIR has been officially registered
with the Surrey Police, and we are coop-
erating fully with the authorities in their
investigation,” the statement added.

“We urge members of the public and
leaders at all levels of government to join
us in condemning this hate crime. Attacks
on places of worship have no place in a
respectful and diverse society of Canada,”
it said.

Hindu temple
vandalised in
Canada’s Surrey

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Washington

Four House Democratic lawmakers
have travelled to El Salvador to call
attention to the plight of a man the

Trump administration deported to a
Salvadoran prison and has refused to help
return - even after the Supreme Court
ruled that it was the government’s duty to
do so. 

Reps. Yassamin Ansari of Arizona,
Maxine Dexter of Oregon, Maxwell Frost
of Florida and Robert Garcia of California
arrived in the Central American nation on
Sunday to investigate the condition of
Kilmar Abrego Garcia, who had lived in
the United States for more than a decade.

The Trump administration deported
him, a move that administration officials
have said in court filings was erroneous.

But despite a Supreme Court ordering
the Trump administration to help facili-
tate Abrego Garcia’s return, the adminis-
tration has said it has no power to bring
him back, a choice being scrutinised by
federal courts as potentially in violation of
judicial rulings.

“To see the Trump administration so
blatantly and egregiously defy the Supreme
Court and have no regard for due process
is extremely alarming to me,” Ansari said
in an interview.

“Even with all of the illegal actions we’ve
seen over the last couple of months, I think
this is the one that terrifies me the most
when it comes to the future of our democ-
racy.”
The quartet’s trip comes after Sen. Chris
Van Hollen of Maryland travelled to El
Salvador last week and met Abrego Garcia
and Salvadoran officials. Abrego Garcia
had lived in Maryland with his wife and

three children, who are American citizens,
before he was deported on March 15.

Abrego Garcia’s protected legal status
prohibited him from being deported to El
Salvador. He was deported on one of three
planes filled with alleged migrant gang
members.

Garcia said he and Frost sent a letter last
week to House Oversight Committee
Chair James Comer, R-Ky., requesting that
an official delegation go to El Salvador to
investigate Abrego Garcia’s condition and
push for his return, but received no
response.

Ansari said more Democrats would be
travelling to El Salvador in the coming days
and weeks.

“Those of us in the House who are here
greatly admire and support what Sen. Van
Hollen did,” Garcia said.

Of Abrego Garcia, he said, “His family
knew that he was safe, but he’s not home,
and so we’ve got to continue the pressure,
and we’ve got to ensure that the rule of law
in the United States is allowed.”

Justice Department lawyers said in
court last week that they have no power
to advance Abrego Garcia’s return because
he is in a foreign country’s custody.

Administration officials also claimed in
public comments that Abrego Garcia was

engaged in human trafficking and terror-
ism and therefore correctly deported.

White House press secretary Karoline
Leavitt said that if Abrego Garcia were to
return to the US, “he would immediately
be deported again”.

Van Hollen unsuccessfully lobbied the
Salvadoran government for Abrego Garcia’s
return. He told NBC’s “Meet the Press” on
Sunday that the United States is facing a
“constitutional crisis” if the Trump admin-
istration does not follow the Supreme
Court’s order to push to bring Abrego
Garcia back. 

It’s a warning Democrats are increasing-
ly amplifying. Rather than debate President
Donald Trump’s hardline immigration pol-
icy or the merits of the administration’s invo-
cation of national security to carry out depor-
tations, Democratic lawmakers are zeroing
in on the issue of due process, with some not-
ing that the Supreme Court and lower court
federal judges found Abrego Garcia was
deported without a proper hearing.

“The government’s argument, more-
over, implies that it could deport and incar-
cerate any person, including US citizens,
without legal consequence, so long as it does
so before a court can intervene,” Justice
Sonia Sotomayor wrote in the court’s rul-
ing in Abrego Garcia’s case.

Said Garcia: “They’re trying to demonize
him, and we’re not here to defend him. He
deserves due process, and everyone deserves
due process. ... What he did or may have
done, that has to be decided by a judge.”
Several House Republicans have visited El
Salvador’s Terrorism Confinement Centre,
the prison where Abergo Garcia is being
held, and lauded the facility for what they
view as El Salvador’s tough-on-crime poli-
cies.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Toronto

Mark Carney’s political career is
only months old, and it’s already
been a roller-coaster ride. The

former central banker appeared des-
tined to become one of Canada’s short-
est-serving prime ministers until
President Donald Trump picked a fight
with the US’s northern neighbour. 

Carney, who was sworn in on March
14 following Justin Trudeau’s resignation
and a Liberal Party leadership race, now
leads in the polls heading into the April
28 parliamentary elections, marking a
dramatic turnaround for a party that
seemed headed for a crushing defeat until
the American president started attacking
Canada’s economy and sovereignty almost
daily. 

Trump’s trade war and threats to make

Canada the 51st state have infuriated
Canadians and led to a surge in Canadian
nationalism that has helped Liberals flip
the election narrative. In a mid-January
poll by Nanos, Liberals trailed the
Conservative Party by 47% to 20%.

In the latest Nanos poll, which was con-
ducted during a three-day period that
ended April 19, the Liberals led by six per-
centage points. The January poll had a
margin of error 3.1 points while the lat-
est poll had a 2.7-point margin.

“Timing is everything in politics and
Carney entered the political arena at a
most favorable time,” said Daniel Béland,
a political science professor at McGill
University in Montreal.

Carney’s opponent is Conservative
leader Pierre Poilievre, a career politician
and firebrand populist who has cam-
paigned with Trump-like swagger, even

taking a page from the “America First”
president by adopting the slogan “Canada
First.” “This election is a test about
whether Canada will embrace or reject
populism,” Béland said, suggesting many
voters view Carney as reassuring because
of his experience and calm. 

“Without the Trump effect, the
Conservatives would probably be in a
much stronger position in the polls right
now. If Trump wasn’t currently in the
White House, it would be hard to imag-
ine the Liberals being the favorites in this
federal race, considering how unpopular
they were just a few months ago.”

Who is Carney?
Carney navigated crises when he ran

Canada’s central bank and when he later
became the first non-UK citizen to run
the Bank of England since its founding in
1694.

Trump might help Canadian Carney

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Washington

Acommercial airliner was on final
approach to San Francisco’s inter-
national airport in November

when the crew spotted a drone outside the
cockpit window. By then it was too late
“to take evasive action,” the pilots report-
ed, and the quadcopter passed by their
windshield, not 300 feet away.

A month earlier, a jetliner was flying
at an altitude of 4,000 feet near Miami’s
international airport when its pilots
reported a “close encounter” with a
drone. In August, a drone came within 50
feet of clipping the left wing of a passen-
ger jet as it departed Newark International
Airport. The incidents were all classified
as “near midair collisions” - any one of

which could have had catastrophic con-
sequences, according to aviation safety
experts. They were also not isolated
encounters.

An Associated Press analysis of an avi-
ation safety database reveals that drones
last year accounted for nearly two-thirds
of reported near midair collisions involv-
ing commercial passenger planes taking

off and landing at the country’s top 30
busiest airports. That was the highest per-
centage of such near misses since 2020,
when air traffic dropped during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The first reports of near misses involv-
ing drones were logged in 2014, the AP
found. The number of such encounters
spiked the following year. Over the last
decade, drones accounted for 51% - 122
of 240 - of reported near misses, accord-
ing to AP’s analysis.

Passenger jets have long been subject
to risks around airports - whether from
bird strikes or congested airspace - as was
made clear by the January collision
between a military helicopter and com-
mercial jet near Washington, D.C., that
killed 67 people.

Drones pose increasing risk to airliners

More Democratic lawmakers visiting
El Salvador on Abrego Garcia’s behalf

Despite a Supreme Court
ordering the Donald Trump
administration to help
facilitate Abrego Garcia’s
return, the administration 
has said it has no power to
bring him back

Rites and rituals that follow the death of a Pope
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Jerusalem

Israeli President Isaac Herzog on
Monday urged India to further deep-
en bilateral ties by working together
on geostrategic issues, especially

emphasising on the India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) pro-
ject, which he described as the “future of
the world”.

“We have a huge respect for the nation
of India and its leadership. Israelis love
your country. I can only anxiously wait to
visit your country and host your President
and Prime Minister in Israel,” Herzog told
India’s newly appointed Ambassador to
Israel JP Singh, who presented his creden-
tials at a ceremony at the President’s
Official residence. “I wish you great suc-
cess in your term. We can only go from
height to height,” the Israeli President said,
welcoming India’s new envoy. He urged
India and Israel “to work together on the
geostrategic issues, on the strategic issues,
getting the hostages back home, prevent-
ing Iran (from acquiring nuclear weapons),

moving towards peace and inclusion,
connectivity and of course enhancing the
incredible relations between our people”. 

Touching upon areas of cooperation
between the two countries, Herzog
described the IMEC as the “future of the
world”, which has the potential to change
the entire geostrategic situation of the
globe.

“I think your greatest role will be the
IMEC. IMEC is the future of the world, not
only the region. The connectivity between
Israel and India will change the geostrate-
gic situation in Europe, the United States,
the Far East, and Australia. It’s up to you,
and I am here to help you,” he said.

The IMEC project was announced dur-
ing the New Delhi G20 summit in 2023 as
a project to link infrastructure from India
to Europe, connecting Asia through the
Middle East to Europe, which Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had
dubbed as the “largest cooperation project
in our history” that will “change the face
of the Middle East, Israel, and will affect
the entire world”. During the visit of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi to Washington in
February, US President Donald Trump said
he agreed with the Indian leader to
enhance the scope of the project, linking
it right up to America. Singh emphasised

the strategic partnership between India and
Israel, noting that they had stood by each
other in the hour of crisis. 

“We have helped each other and we need
to further build on this strategic partner-

ship. We are engaged with each other in a
number of areas — in agriculture, water
management, IT sector as well as defence
cooperation. IMEC is a very important ini-
tiative,” Singh said. “As you know, the
agreement (IMEC) was signed when India
was heading the G20 Presidency and this
will connect the big Indian civilisation with
Europe and the Atlantic shores and it will
pass through this region. Similarly, I2U2
is another initiative which is very impor-
tant for both the countries,” the Indian
envoy noted. The I2U2 group, comprising
India, Israel, the US and the UAE, emerged
during the visit of External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar to Israel in October 2021
when the foreign ministers of the four
countries held a virtual meet, announcing
that they intend to advance physical con-
nectivity between countries in the Middle
East region, among others. 

Herzog agreed to the importance of
I2U2, calling ties with UAE “very impor-
tant”. Singh also emphasised the path of
“dialogue and diplomacy to achieve peace
in the region” and wished for an early and

safe return of all the hostages.
“We all are passing through a very dif-

ficult phase and for us dialogue and
diplomacy is the way we can achieve peace
in the region. I know that Israel, in par-
ticular, is passing through a very difficult
phase. We hope and pray for an early and
safe return of all the hostages,” he said.

Herzog responded, saying, “This is our
highest priority. We want to see all our
hostages back home. Till the last one of
them. They are going through hell and we
are very worried and disturbed by it”.

“I would add that it requires enormous
international effort and I also want to
thank your government and your Prime
Minister for standing near Israel and with
Israel from day one, October 7th. I met
your Prime Minister in the previous
Climate Conference in UAE and I know
he has extremely good relations with our
Prime Minister. Our governments enjoy
strong relations,” he added.

Herzog also talked about Iran’s efforts
to achieve nuclear capability and Israel’s
resolve to foil it at any cost.

meaning shoulder to shoulder in Tagalog, are
not aimed at any particular country.

“It’s joint training with the US forces to
increase our capability in securing our terri-
tory and, of course, it will increase our capa-
bilities and our preparedness and responsive-
ness to any eventuality,” Lorenzo said.

The exercises are set to include a mock
allied counter-assault against an enemy attack
on an island, the use of a barrage of artillery
and missile fire to sink a mock enemy ship,
joint navy sails in or near the disputed South
China Sea and aerial combat surveillance,
according to the Philippine military.

A Philippine military statement described
this year’s largescale combat exercises as “a
full-scale battle scenario meticulously
designed to rigorously test and enhance the
combined capabilities of both nations’ armed
forces under the most realistic and challeng-
ing conditions”. Aside from US and Philippine
military personnel, Australia plans deploy
about 260 participants, an Australian military
officer said. Several countries including Japan
intend to send military observers. A mid-
range missile system, which was deployed to
the northern Philippines by the US Army last
year, will be used again in the combat exer-
cises, US and Philippine military officials said
without offering additional details.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Manila

Thousands of allied American and Filipino
forces opened annual combat drills on
Monday that are set to include repelling

an island attack to simulate the defense of the
Philippine archipelago and seas in a “full-scale
battle scenario” that has antagonised China.

The annual Balikatan military exercises
between the longtime treaty allies are sched-
uled from April 21 to May 9 with about 9,000
American and 5,000 Filipino military person-
nel. Fighter jets, warships and an array of
weaponry including a US Marine anti-ship mis-
sile system will be involved, US and Philippine
military officials said.

China has steadfastly opposed such war drills
in or near the disputed South China Sea and
in northern Philippine provinces close to
Taiwan, especially if they involve US and allied
forces that Beijing says aim to contain it and,
consequently, threaten regional stability and
peace. “We are ready,” US Marine Corps Lt.
Gen. James Glynn told a news conference when
asked if US and Philippine forces have built
up the capability to address any major act of
aggression in the Taiwan Straits or the South
China Sea after years of joint combat exercis-
es. “Our combined strength… possesses a
degree of lethality for a force that possesses

United States says allied forces
can repel Asian aggression

an indomitable warrior ethos
and spirit,” Glynn said in a
speech in the opening cere-
mony of the annual combat-
readiness exercises.

“It’s all dedicated to one
purpose, to ensure the
defense of the Philippines
and to maintain a free and
open Indo-Pacific.”

“All of us want to resolve
any regional conflict peace-
fully but should deterrence
fail, we need to be prepared,”
said Glynn, who previously
helped lead special operations
forces against the Islamic
State and served in Fallujah,
Iraq.

Philippine army Maj. Gen.
Francisco Lorenzo said the
excercises during Balikatan,

Israeli President urges India to further deepen ties
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n San Francisco

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Sunday said India
is “actively engaging” with the
new US administration and hopes

to conclude the first tranche of the bilat-
eral trade agreement (BTAS) “positive-
ly” by fall (September-October) this
year.

“We are one of the countries which is
actively engaged with the new adminis-
tration of the United States of America
to see how best we can get a bilateral
trade agreement done,” he said during an
interaction with the Indian diaspora here.

“Earlier this year, US President Donald
Trump and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi agreed to launch talks for a bilat-
eral trade deal amid the lurking fear of
reciprocal tariff being imposed by
Washington.

“Equally, the priority that we gave to
engage with the government here is more
than obviously seen with the Prime
Minister himself visiting the United
States in February. You had the

Commerce and Trade Minister come. I
have come here because I also have the
IMF and World Bank meeting.

“I am scheduled to meet the treasury
secretary, my counterpart here. So the
keenness with which we are engaging
with the US administration, even as I
talk, I think the US vice-president is in
India. He will be engaging with the Prime
Minister hopefully this evening or
tomorrow,” she said.

The US and India have aimed for a
bilateral trade agreement (BTA), which
is a kind of free trade pact. The two have
decided to conclude the proposed BTA
in two tranches or phases.

“So, the long and short of engaging

with the US is not just reciprocal tariff-
related matter but in the interest of keep-
ing an agreement in mind and in the
interest of one of the largest trading part-
ners with whim we need to have agree-
ment we are working in order that by the
fall this year we should have first phase
of agreement signed,” she said.

The US President announced sweep-
ing reciprocal tariffs (or import duties)
on a number of countries, including
India and China, on April 2.

However, on April 9, he announced a
90-day suspension of these tariffs until
July 9 this year, except for those on China
and Hong Kong, as about 75 countries
approached America for trade deals.
China is facing up to 245 per cent duty
on its goods entering the US.

“In between all this, the Assistant
USTR (US Trade Representative) had vis-
ited India to see the progress or to engage
with the negotiating team who is deal-
ing with the tariff-related negotiation and
the bilateral trade agreement that we
want to sign. In fact, the progress of the
agreement, or the trade agreement that

we are working on, at least a first
tranche is something which we hope to
conclude positively by the fall this year,”
she said.

Responding to a query on India’s
future global leadership and how the cur-
rent budget supports this ambition,
Sitharaman highlighted India’s progress
in critical areas like semiconductors,
renewable energy — including modular
nuclear energy — digital infrastruc-
ture, and artificial intelligence (AI).

She further said the government at the
Centre is working with the objective to
make India a developed nation by 2047.

“Our government’s primary focus is
Viksit Bharat by 2047 and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has emphasised that it
can be achieved by looking after the four
main ‘castes’ — Women, Poor, Youth and
Farmers,” she said.

India’s focus is also on the ‘Sunrise
Sectors’ which are important to build our
capacities and areas such as Digital
Public Infrastructure (DPI) 
where India has emerged as a global
leader, she said. 

India hopes for positive BTA: FM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Beijing

China on Monday threatened to
impose countermeasures on coun-
tries seeking to strike trade deals

with the US at its expense in order to get
American tariff exemptions.

In a pre-emptive move to stall a host
of nations with whom China has lucra-
tive trade ties from striking exclusive
trade deals with the US to get tariff
exemptions, the Commerce Ministry
spokesperson warned that Beijing will
firmly oppose such agreements. 

The spokesperson made these remarks
in a statement while responding to
reports that the US is preparing to pres-
sure other countries to restrict trade ties
with China in exchange for tariff exemp-
tions, state-run Xinhua news agency
reported.

“If such a situation arises, China will
not accept it and will resolutely take cor-
responding countermeasures,” the
spokesperson said, adding that “trying to
trade away others’ interests for temporary
gains is like bargaining with a tiger for its

skin – it will only backfire.”
The ministry warned that it will not

tolerate any deals made by foreign gov-
ernments at the expense of Chinese
interests. It added that China has the right
to resolve and the capability to safeguard
its legitimate rights and interests.

“This is essentially using the banner of
‘reciprocity’ as a pretext to pursue hege-
monic politics and unilateral bullying in
the field of international economy and
trade,” it said.

China’s tough stand came against the
backdrop of reports that several countries,
against whom US President Donald
Trump imposed varied tariffs, are now
seeking to work out bilateral trade deals
with Washington to resume their exports
to access the lucrative US market. Last
week, the Wall Street Journal reported
that the US plans to use tariff negotiations
to pressure dozens of countries into
imposing new barriers on trade with
China.

Several countries and groups, includ-
ing Japan, the EU and ASEAN, have
lucrative trade with both China and the

US. India too is negotiating a new trade
deal with the US. 

China is already battling Trump’s up to
245 per cent tariffs on its exports to the
US, which last year amounted to $ 439.9
billion, by retaliating with 125 per cent
levies against American exports.

Any bilateral trade deals by its major
trade partners with the US could serious-
ly impact China’s overseas trade, which
amounted to $ 3.67 trillion, according to
WTO data. This includes exports last year
to its largest trade partners like ASEAN
($ 586.52 billion), EU ($ 580 billion) and
Japan ($ 167.12 billion) as per official
data.

China’s firm stand opposing any bilat-

eral deals with the US also comes at a time
when its export-dependent economy is on
a slowdown mode weighed down by stag-
nating domestic consumption, the crisis
in its housing sector and dwindling
business confidence.

Beijing’s new threat to its trade part-
ners was expected to leave these countries
in a quandary as many of them are major
exporters to China.

After Trump set off the tariff war with
China while pausing tariffs against other
countries, President Xi Jinping visited
Vietnam, Malaysia and Cambodia last
week, during which he called for “joint-
ly opposing unilateral bullying”. 

After Xi’s talks with top Vietnamese
leaders last week, Trump sounded a warn-
ing, saying “That’s a lovely meeting.
Meeting like trying to figure out, how do
we screw the United States of 
America?”  Caught in the US and China
trade war, ASEAN countries want to tread
carefully. “We can’t choose, and we will
never choose (between China and the
US),” Malaysia’s trade minister Tengku
Zafrul Aziz said after Xi’s visit. 

China threatens countries striking trade deals with US

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Retirement fund body EPFO added
16.10 lakh net members in
February, marking a 3.99 per cent

increase compared to the same month last
year, according to the latest payroll data
released on Monday.

Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) enrolled around
7.39 lakh new subscribers in February
2025, a labour ministry statement said.

This addition of new subscribers can be
attributed to growing employment oppor-
tunities, increased awareness of employ-
ee benefits, and EPFO’s successful out-
reach programs, the ministry stated.

The EPFO has released provisional pay-
roll data for February 2025, revealing a net
addition of 16.10 lakh members, accord-
ing to the statement.

The year-on-year analysis reveals a
growth of 3.99 per cent in net payroll addi-
tions compared to February 2024, signi-
fying increased employment opportuni-
ties and heightened awareness of employ-
ee benefits, bolstered by EPFO’s effective

outreach initiatives. 
A noticeable aspect of the data is the

dominance of the 18-25 age group, which
accounted for 4.27 lakh new subscribers
in February 2025. This segment constitut-
ed a significant 57.71 per cent of the total
new subscribers added during the month. 

This is in consonance with the earlier
trend, which indicates that most individ-
uals joining the organised workforce are
youth, primarily first-time job seekers, it
opined. 

Further, the net payroll addition for the
age group 18-25 for February 2025 is
approximately 6.78 lakh, reflecting a
growth of 3.01 per cent from the previous
year in February 2024.

Approximately 13.18 lakh members,
who had exited earlier, rejoined the EPFO
in February 2025, the data showed.

This figure depicts a significant 11.85
per cent year-over-year growth com-
pared to February 2024.

These members switched their jobs and
re-joined the establishments covered
under the ambit of EPFO. Instead of opt-
ing for final settlement, they chose to
transfer their accumulated funds, there-
by safeguarding their long-term financial
well-being and extending their social
security protection.

As per the data, around 2.08 lakh new
female subscribers joined EPFO in
February 2025. It depicts year-over-year
growth of 1.26 per cent compared to
February 2024.

Further, the net female payroll addition
during the month stood at around 3.37
lakh, a significant year-over-year growth
of 9.23 per cent compared to February
2024. The growth in female member addi-
tions is indicative of a broader shift
towards a more inclusive and diverse
workforce.

EPFO added 16.10 lakh members in February

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The insolvency appellate tribunal
NCLAT has upheld an NCLT order
directing liquidation of debt-ridden

Sintex Plastics Technology.
A two-member bench of the National

Company Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) also rejected the submission of
an unsuccessful bidder that NCLT passed
an order for liquidation even though its
lone CoC member had abstained from
voting. RBL Bank was the sole member
of the Committee of Creditors (CoC) of
Sintex, owning 100 per cent votes.

Subhlaxmi Investment Advisory, one of
the resolution applicants, had contended
before the NCLAT that the sole member
of the CoC abstained from voting, there-
fore, technically, the resolution plan sub-
mitted by it was not rejected.

However, rejecting it, the NCLAT
said”... The very fact that the sole mem-
ber of the CoC did not vote in favour of
the resolution plan submitted by the
appellant (Subhlaxmi Investment), there-

fore, it had exercised its commercial wis-
dom and chose to abstain from voting.”

This has been held by the Supreme
Court in the case of K Sashidhar that
commercial wisdom of the CoC is para-
mount, therefore, the reason cannot be
questioned by the appellant, said NCLAT.

“...So far as the application for liquida-
tion, having been filed without consent
of the CoC is concerned, the argument of
the appellant is not tenable because in the
6th CoC meeting, there was discussion
regarding the possibility of the liquidation
and in the course of said discussion, the
CoC sought recommendation for the
nomination of liquidator,” said NCLAT in
its order passed on April 4, 2025.

In this regard, erstwhile resolution pro-
fessional (RP) sent an e-mail to the CoC
seeking its consent to file the liquidation
application and the nomination of a liq-
uidator, to which the sole member of the
CoC gave consent by returning the e-mail
on the same.

Moreover, after three extensions, CIRP
(Corporate Insolvency Resolution

Process) had expired on March 30, 2024,
therefore, the RP had to file an applica-
tion for liquidation under Section 33(1)
of the Insolvency & Bankruptcy Code.

The application for the liquidation of
Sintex Plastics was filed on April 12, 2024,
and the National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) allowed it on May 3, 2024,
which was challenged before NCLAT.

“Keeping in view the aforesaid facts and
circumstances which have also been
noticed by the Tribunal, we do not find any
error in the impugned order for the pur-
pose of interference, therefore, the present
appeal is found to be without any merit and
the same is hereby dismissed though with-
out any order as to costs,” said NCLT.

Section 12 (1) of IBC mandates a CIRP
to be completed within a time frame of
180 days from the date of admission of
the application; however, under the
request of the RP, NCLT can extend the
duration for another 90 days.

It should be mandatorily completed
within 330 days, including any extension
and the time taken in legal proceedings.

NCLAT upholds liquidation of Sintex

On April 9, US President Trump
announced a 90-day
suspension of tariffs until July 9
this year, except for those on
China and Hong Kong, as about
75 countries approached
America for trade deals

China’s stand comes against
the backdrop of reports that
several countries, against
whom US President Donald
Trump imposed tariffs, are now
seeking to work out bilateral
trade deals with Washington 

A noticeable aspect of the data
is the dominance of the 18-25
age group, which accounted
for 4.27 lakh new subscribers
in February 2025. They formed
a significant per cent of the
total new subscribers 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New York

India has to generate 8 million jobs per
year at least for the next 10-12 years and
raise the share of manufacturing in

GDP as it strives to achieve the vision of
becoming a developed country by 2047,
Chief Economic Advisor to the
Government of India V Anantha
Nageswaran said.

“We have a vision to achieve a developed
India by 2047. The biggest challenge, apart
from India’s size, is that the external envi-
ronment is not going to be so benign for
the next 10-20 years as one might have had
in the last 30 years, starting from 1990 or
so,” Nageswaran said here Saturday.

“But within this context - that’s a given,
you can’t choose your external environ-
ment beyond a point - we have to gener-
ate 8 million jobs per year at least for the
next 10 to 12 years... And raise the man-
ufacturing share of GDP, in the context of
China having achieved such a tremendous
manufacturing dominance, especially
post-COVID,” he said.

Nageswaran was addressing the
Columbia India Summit 2025 hosted by
the Deepak and Neera Raj Centre on
Indian Economic Policies at the School of
International and Public Affairs at
Columbia University.

He outlined that artificial intelligence,
technology, and robotics are challenges that
some of the developed countries of today
do not have to face in their developmen-
tal journey. 

“But India, with its size, has to navigate
this huge, complex challenge, and there are

no easy answers. If you look at the num-
ber of jobs we need to create, it’s about 8
million jobs a year. And Artificial
Intelligence may have a big role in taking
away entry-level jobs, or low IT-enabled
services jobs may come under threat,” he
said. 

He added that it is one thing to prepare
the population for a world dominated by
AI, but it is another thing to ensure that
“we find the right balance between labour-
centric policies and technology, because
technology at the end of the day is not just
a choice to be made by technologists. It has
to be made by public policymakers.”

As India moves towards achieving the
vision of ‘Viksit Bharat’ by 2047, the cen-
tennial year of its independence, it has to
plug Indian businesses into global value
chains as well as create a viable small and
medium enterprise sector because manu-
facturing and MSME both go together.
“Countries that became manufacturing
powerhouses did not do so without hav-
ing a viable small and medium enterprise
sector,” he said.

Nageswaran further said that either
investment rates have to rise from where
they are or “we have to make sure that we
extract maximum possible juice out of
existing investments because global cap-
ital flows are also going to be affected by
ongoing conflicts between nations.”

He said that, therefore, it is not that
external trade is not going to matter.

“It will matter and we need to focus on
that because external competitiveness is
also a way to boost domestic innovation,
domestic potential growth.”

Need 8 million jobs every
year next decade: CEA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

Rallying for the fifth day in a row,
benchmark Sensex jumped 855
points to close above the 79,000

mark on heavy buying in banking and IT
shares following strong quarterly results
and foreign fund inflows.

The 30-share BSE Sensex jumped
855.30 points or 1.09 per cent to settle at
79,408.50 with 23 of its components
ending in green. During the day, it surged
1,081.85 points or 1.37 per cent to
79,635.05. The NSE Nifty climbed 273.90
points or 1.15 per cent to close at
24,125.55 as 39 of its constituents
advanced and 11 declined.

In the five-day rally, Sensex jumped by
5,561.35 points or over 7 per cent and
Nifty surged by 1,726.40 points, recoup-
ing all the losses triggered by imposition
of reciprocal tariffs by US President
Donald Trump tariffs on April 2.

Among Sensex scrips, Tech Mahindra,
IndusInd Bank, Power Grid, Bajaj Finserv,
Mahindra & Mahindra, HCL Tech, State
Bank of India, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Infosys, HDFC Bank and Reliance
Industries were the biggest gainers. Adani
Ports, Hindustan Unilever, ITC, Asian
Paints and Nestle were among the lag-
gards.

HDFC Bank shares climbed over 1 per
cent after the leading private lender
reported a 7 per cent growth in its con-
solidated net profit for the March quar-
ter to `18,835 crore.

Infosys shares rallied over 2 per cent

after the company’s March quarter net
profit rose by 3.3 per cent sequentially.

Reliance Industries shares surged near-
ly 2 per cent which also boosted the rally
in benchmark indices. The BSE  midcap
gauge surged 2.20 per cent and the small-
cap index jumped 1.67 per cent.

On the market rally, Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Investments Ltd, said,
“The bulls took over, which led the Nifty
to cross 24k in the third attempt over the
last 3 months and fuelled Bank Nifty to
touch a new high. The possibility of a bilat-
eral trade agreement with the US is
adding optimism in the market.” The bet-
ter results from bank stocks owing to
improved asset quality and credit growth
attracted investors, analysts said.

“A contrarian bet on IT due to its attrac-
tive valuation with an expectation of
improvement in spending in the latter half
of FY26 is keeping the counter busy. While
the dollar index slumps to a three-year low,
another layer of uncertainty may attract
more FII inflows into the domestic mar-
ket in the near term,” Nair added.

All BSE sectoral indices ended higher,
with oil & gas soaring 2.61 per cent, power
(2.49 per cent), BSE Focused IT (2.42 per
cent), IT (2.31 per cent), realty (2.27 per
cent), auto (2.12 per cent) and metal (2 per
cent). As many as 2,918 stocks advanced
while 1,168 declined and 161 remained
unchanged on the BSE.

In the past five days, the BSE bench-
mark gauge zoomed 5,561.35 points or
7.53 per cent, and the Nifty surged
1,726.4 points or 7.70 per cent.

Stock markets rally for
5th day; IT, banking gain

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Gold prices inched closer to the psy-
chological mark of ̀ 1 lakh per 10
grams as the bullion rates surged

`1,650 in the national capital on Monday
on weak dollar and uncertainties over
US-China trade war driving demand.
According to the All India Sarafa
Association, the yellow metal of 99.9 per
cent purity reached `99,800 per 10
grams on Monday. Its value had declined
`20 to close at `98,150 per 10 grams on
Friday.

Gold of 99.5 per cent purity bounced
`1,600 to hit a fresh peak of `99,300 per
10 grams in the local markets. It had fall-
en marginally to settle at `97,700 per 10
grams in the previous market close.

So far this year, the yellow metal prices
have risen `20,850, or 26.41 per cent, per
10 grams since December 31, last year.
Silver prices also appreciated `500 to
`98,500 per kg. The white metal had trad-
ed flat at `98,000 per kg on Friday.

“This year, gold and silver prices have
experienced significant movements due
to ongoing trade tensions, rate cut expec-
tations, geopolitical uncertainties and
weakening dollar. So far, gold has soared
over 25 per cent, including a 6 per cent
gain since April 2 tariff announcement
by the US administration,” Satish
Dondapati, Fund Manager at Kotak
Mahindra AMC, said.

On the Multi Commodity Exchange,
gold futures for June delivery jumped
`1,621, or 1.7 per cent, to touch a fresh

high of `96,875 per 10 grams.
In the international markets, spot gold

rose to hit a fresh peak of $ 3,397.18 per
ounce. Later, it pared some gains to trade
at $ 3,393.49 per ounce.

Globally, gold futures breached the
psychological $ 3,400-mark for the first
time ever, rising $ 80 per ounce, or 2.4
per cent.

“Gold prices continued their positive
momentum and have risen briefly above
$ 3,400 per ounce, as trade tariff related
uncertainty, weakness in the US dollar
and rising Treasury yields continue to
keep the bullion supported.

“There has been increased buying
activity among ETF investors, while
upcoming festive demand in India is seen
fulling additional support,” Pranav Mer,
Vice President, EBG of Commodity &
Currency Research at JM Financial
Services, said.  Kaynat Chainwala, AVP
of Commodity Research, Kotak Securities
said gold prices continued its rally as the
US dollar fell to a new three-year low and
safe-haven buying intensified following
US President Donald Trump’s threat to
fire Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell.

Spot silver in the Asian market hours
rose nearly 1 per cent to $ 32.85 per
ounce.  According to Abans Financial
Services’ Chief Executive Officer Chintan
Mehta, market participants will closely
watch President Trump’s evolving tariff
strategy and its broader economic impact,
alongside commentary from Federal
Open Market Committee (FOMC) mem-
bers for clues on interest rate direction.

Gold hits `1 lakh in Delhi
on strong US Dollar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

The rupee sustained its rally for the
fifth straight session and settled with
gains of 25 paise at 85.13 (provision-

al) against the US dollar on Monday, boost-
ed by a sharp fall in the dollar index and
a surge in the domestic equities.

The dollar index has breached the 99
mark and is trading at its lowest level in
three years. Moreover, fresh foreign fund
inflows and decline in crude oil prices also
favoured the rupee, forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign exchange, the
domestic unit opened at 85.15 and moved
between the intraday high of 85.03 and the
low of 85.19 against the greenback. The
unit ended the session at 85.13 (provision-
al), registering a gain of 25 paise over its
previous closing level.

On Thursday, the rupee closed 26 paise
higher at 85.38 against the US dollar.

The Forex market was closed on Friday
on account of Good Friday. In the five trad-
ing sessions, the Indian currency has added
155 paise since its April 9 closing mark of
86.68 against the greenback.

“We expect the rupee to trade with a
positive bias on weak US Dollar and eas-
ing trade tariff worries. Improved global
risk appetite and fresh foreign inflows may
also support the rupee. However, importer
buying of dollars may cap sharp gains.
$/INR spot price is expected to trade in a
range of 84.80 to 85.35,” Anuj Choudhary
– Research Analyst at Mirae Asset
Sharekhan, said.

Meanwhile, the dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength against a

basket of six currencies, was trading lower
by 1.13 per cent at 98.10.

The US dollar has been facing sustained
pressure, with the Dollar Index (DXY)
down over 9 per cent year-to-date. This
reflects growing expectations that the
Federal Reserve may eventually be forced
to pivot, experts said.

Brent crude, the global oil benchmark,
fell 2.80 per cent at $ 66.06 per barrel in
futures trade.

In the domestic equity market, the 30-
share BSE Sensex climbed 855.30 points
or 1.09 per cent to settle at 79,408.50, while
the Nifty rose 273.90 points or 1.15 per
cent to 24,125.55.

Foreign institutional investors (FIIs)
bought equities worth `4,667.94 crore on
a net basis on Thursday, according to
exchange data.

Meanwhile, India’s forex reserves
increased by $ 1.567 billion to $ 677.835
billion for the week ended April 11, the
Reserve Bank said on Friday.

This is the sixth consecutive week of a
rise in the kitty. The overall reserves
jumped by $ 10.872 billion to $ 676.268 bil-
lion in the previous reporting week ended
April 4. 

Rupee gains 25 paise to settle

at 85.13 against US dollar
At the interbank foreign
exchange, the domestic unit
opened at 85.15 and moved
between the intraday high of
85.03 and the low of 85.19
against the greenback. The unit
ended the session at 85.13



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Manchester

The Premier League title is so close
Liverpool can almost touch it.
Trent Alexander-Arnold’s second-

half strike in Liverpool’s 1-0 victory over
Leicester on Sunday pushed the
Merseyside club to within one more win
of a record-equalling 20th English league
crown. It would not even require that if
second-placed Arsenal loses to Crystal
Palace on Wednesday. But regardless of
any other result, Liverpool knows victo-
ry against Tottenham at Anfield next
Sunday will be enough to seal the title. 

“One win away now, it’s very close,” said
Alexander-Arnold, who tore his jersey off
in celebration after his decisive goal.

Arsenal had ensured Liverpool would
have to wait a while longer for its crown-
ing moment after routing Ipswich 4-0 ear-
lier Sunday. 

And for long periods at the King
Power Stadium, Leicester threatened to
frustrate the league leader — even hav-
ing a Conor Coady goal disallowed
before Alexander-Arnold’s winner. 

Defeat confirmed 2016 league champi-
on Leicester’s relegation. 

Wolves sealed top-flight safety by beat-
ing Manchester United 1-0 after Pablo
Sarabia’s brilliant second-half free kick. 

Chelsea moved up to fifth by rallying
to beat Fulham 2-1 with two late goals.

One more win. That’s all it will take for
Liverpool to be crowned champion and

move level with Manchester United’s
record title haul. And the joy on
Alexander-Arnold’s face after crashing a
left-footed shot past Leicester goalkeep-
er Mads Hermansen in the 76th minute
underlined the importance of the win.

While the title has looked destined for
Anfield for much of the season, this was
the latest occasion in recent weeks when
the strains of the campaign have seemed
to weigh on Liverpool.

Against a Leicester team that needed to
win to hold off relegation, Liverpool strug-
gled to find a breakthrough despite hit-
ting the frame of the goal - including twice
in the buildup to Alexander-Arnold’s
strike. Leicester also saw an effort from
Wilfred Ndidi hit the post in the first half
and Coady had a goal ruled out for a foul
on Liverpool goalkeeper Alisson.

On came Alexander-Arnold, who is
widely tipped to join Real Madrid at the
end of the season, and he provided the
decisive moment.

After a goalmouth scramble had seen
Mohamed Salah and Diogo Jota hit the
woodwork, Alexander-Arnold’s shot went

under the body of Hermansen. The goal
sparked wild scenes as Alexander-Arnold
ran to the corner to celebrate with the
traveling supporters.

Liverpool’s last title in 2020 came
when teams had to play behind closed
doors because of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.  “To be so close to sealing for some of
us a second league title, and for a lot of
us a first league title, but especially in front
of fans — which is what we’ve been miss-
ing — is very special,” Alexander-Arnold
said. After eliminating holder Real Madrid
from the Champions League in midweek,
Arsenal cruised to victory against an
Ipswich team that is now all but certain
to be relegated. 

Leandro Trossard’s low shot gave Mikel
Arteta’s team the lead in the 14th and
Gabriel Martinelli made it 2-0 before the
break. Trossard scored his ninth of the sea-
son in the second half and Ethan Nwaneri
completed the rout late on.

Arsenal plays Palace midweek when it
can at least delay Liverpool’s coronation
until next weekend.

Ipswich’s fate is almost sealed. Sitting
18th in the standings, it can only pick up
a maximum of 36 points by winning its
remaining five games this season. That
would still only put it level with 17th-
placed West Ham’s current points tally.

Highs and lows
After the highs of United’s epic Europa

League comeback against Lyon on
Thursday, Old Trafford was brought back

down to earth after yet another Premier
League defeat. 

A 15th league loss of the season is a club
record high for United in the Premier
League era. United has not lost so many
games in a league season since the 1989-
90 campaign when it was defeated 16
times in England’s old Division One. 

According to statistician Opta, eight
home defeats in the league is the most
since United was beaten nine times in
1962-63.

United is already certain to set the club’s
worst-ever points total in the Premier
League. The latest loss left Ruben
Amorim’s team on 38 points. United’s low-
est total was 58 in the 2021-22 season.
With five rounds remaining, even a per-
fect finish would only see United amass
53.  “We have to score goals. We need to
improve in that area of the game clearly.
If you don’t score goals, you don’t win
games,” United coach Amorim said.

Wolves, meanwhile, made it five wins
in a row in the Premier League — and set
a new club best in the Premier League.

Substitute Sarabia had only been on the
field for three minutes when he curled a
free kick from outside of the area into the
top corner.

Wolves moved level on points with
United to ensure it would avoid the drop. 

Chelsea’s Champions League hopes
looked set to take a hit when trailing 1-0
to Fulham and with time running out at
Craven Cottage. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The maiden edition of Neeraj Chopra
Classic javelin throw event on May
24 has been shifted from Panchkula

to Bengaluru due to lack of adequate light-
ing at the original venue but the field will
be teeming with stars as the likes of
Anderson Peters and Thomas Rohler
have confirmed their participation.

Peters, who hails from Grenada, is a two-
time world champion and Rohler is the
gold-medallist from the 2016 Olympics.
Chopra said he has also invited Pakistani
Olympic champion Arshad Nadeem who
is, however, yet to confirm participation.

“I have sent invitation to Arshad and he
said he will get back to me after discussing
with his coach. As of now he is yet to con-
firm participation,” Chopra told reporters
in a virtual media interaction. 

The competition has been granted cat-
egory A status by World Athletics.

“I wanted the event in Panchkula but
there are certain issues related to lighting
at the stadium there. World Athletics

requirement is 600 lux (a measure of the
intensity of light), which is not there (in
Panchkula) and it will take time (to install
it),” he said.

“So, we have decided to shift the event
to Kanteerava Stadium in Bengaluru. We
have a team there and it will be lot easier
for the event to be staged there,” said the
27-year-old who is also supported by
Bengaluru-based JSW Sports.

The event will be jointly organised by
Chopra and JSW Sports in collaboration
with the Athletics Federation of India
(AFI) and World Athletics, featuring top
global as well as Indian javelin throwers.

Besides Peters, who also won a bronze
medal in the 2024 Paris Olympics, and
Rohler, the participation of Kenyan Julius
Yego, a silver-medallist in the 2016 Rio

Olympics besides being a 2015 World
Championships gold winner, and
American Curtis Thompson, who is the
current season leader with 87.76m, has also
been confirmed.

“A Brazilian, who qualified for the final
in (Paris Olympics) has also confirmed
participation,” Chopra said without giving
name, though it could be Luiz da Silva,
who finished 11th in Paris with a best
throw of 80.67m.

“I’m very much involved in the organ-
isation of the event, which is a dream come
true for me. I am also competing.
Yesterday, I spoke to Rohit (Yadav) and
three to four Indians will be competing.
It will be a very good opportunity to get
ranking points for World Championships
in Tokyo (in September).”

He said his current coach Jan Zelezny,
the legendary world record holder, suggest-
ed that the event should be named after
the Indian superstar.

“I was talking to Zelezny about this
event and he said that it would be good if
it is named after me.

“I am very excited. I have won Olympic
and other medals for the country. Now
with this event, I am giving back some-
thing to Indian athletics, to Indian athletes
and the fans.”

He said the NC Classic will be an annu-
al competition and he is hoping that events
other than javelin will be added in the
future. “I wanted to state that this event will
be an annual affair. As of now, it will be
just a men’s javelin event. But in future, I
am hoping that women’s event and other
events will also be added.

“If you ask me, I want a Diamond
League Meeting to be held in India. We
have the stadium to host DL Meetings, and
it will be good for World Athletics also to
spread athletics. World Athletics knows
that athletics is growing in India.”

The fans will need to buy tickets to
watch the NC Classic javelin event. “There
will be tickets for the event, for different
boxes. But we will try that the ticket price
is not too much. The fans should feel the
ticket price is worth the enjoyment of
watching the event,” said Chopra. 
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I wanted the event in
Panchkula but there are

certain issues related to lighting
at the stadium there

— NEERAJ CHOPRA, ATHLETE

Liverpool struggled to find 
a breakthrough despite 
hitting the frame of the goal
including twice in the buildup
to Alexander-Arnold’s strike

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Rome

Inter Milan has a history of recent
struggles at Bologna and Sunday
proved no different.

Riccardo Orsolini’s stoppage-time bicy-
cle kick lifted Bologna to a 1-0 victory
over the Serie A leader and left the
Nerazzurri level with second-placed
Napoli with five rounds remaining.

“It hurts conceding a goal like that sec-
onds from the end,” Inter coach Simone
Inzaghi said. “But the season doesn’t end
here in Bologna. We still have a lot of goals
to chase and now we’ll bounce back.”

The defeat brought back memories of
a goalkeeping blunder by Ionut Radu that
gifted Bologna a victory three years ago,
setting up the title for rival AC Milan.
Inter also lost at Bologna the next season
in a rain storm.

Inter won at Bologna last season but
spent so much energy it couldn’t recov-
er in time before getting eliminated by
Atletico Madrid in the Champions League
four days later. This time, the match was
decided when a long throw-in was flicked
on by Inter defender Yann Bisseck toward
Orsolini, who turned it in with an acro-
batic left-footed volley to send the Renato
Dall’Ara into delirium. Inter is chasing a

treble this season and also faces big
upcoming games in the Champions
League and Italian Cup, but coach Simone
Inzaghi had labeled the Bologna visit as
the biggest match of the season.

Now the Nerazzurri are deadlocked
with Antonio Conte’s Napoli team, which
isn’t involved in any other competitions
and can devote all of its energy toward
chasing a second title in three years.

Napoli won 1-0 at last-placed Monza

on Saturday to heap more pressure onto
Inter. Bologna moved up to fourth, one
point ahead of Juventus, which visits
Parma on Monday.

Inter next faces Milan in the second leg
of the Italian Cup semifinals on
Wednesday (the first leg finished 1-1).
Then after Roma visits the San Siro next
weekend, Inter travels to face Barcelona
in the first leg of the Champions League
semifinals.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Bengaluru

The Indian women’s hockey team led
by Salima Tete has left for Australia
to compete in a five-match friend-

ly series starting April 26 in Perth, an
engagement that will be crucial prepara-
tion for the side ahead of the FIH Pro
League’s European leg in June.

The team left late on Sunday night. The
series will begin with two matches against
Australia A on April 26 and 27, followed
by three encounters against world No. 5
ranked Australian senior team on May 1,
3, and 4 at the Perth Hockey Stadium.

Led by dynamic midfielder Salima,
with experienced forward Navneet Kaur
as her deputy, the 26-member squad will
use the tour as a preparation ground ahead
of the European leg of the Pro League,
where India will start its campaign on June
7 against the Netherlands.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Jeddah

Oscar Piastri has shown he has the
pace to fight for the Formula 1
title. In winning the Saudi
Arabian Grand Prix, he showed

he can win an argument, too. 
For the first time this season, a penal-

ty played a key role in deciding a race win
as Piastri went top of the standings with
his victory.

Piastri’s two earlier wins this season had
been dominant drives from pole position.
This time he had to get past four-time
champion Max Verstappen.

Verstappen started on pole but went off
the track when battling for the lead with
Piastri at the very first corner. He stayed
in front but got a five-second penalty.
Piastri argued he had got in front of
Verstappen on the inside of the corner and
deserved the place.

“Once I got on the inside, I was not com-
ing out of turn one in second,” Piastri said.

“I tried my best. Obviously the stewards
had to get involved. I thought I was plen-
ty far enough up and that’s what won me
the race.”

Charles Leclerc was third for Ferrari and
Piastri’s McLaren teammate, Lando Norris,

finished fourth thanks to a smart strate-
gy and overtaking. Norris had started 10th
following a crash in qualifying.

It was the second win in a row for Piastri,
who took the victory in Bahrain last week
and has three wins from five races this year.
He’d only won two before this season.

Piastri leads the standings by 10 points
from Norris, with Verstappen two points
further back in third.

Piastri was three points behind Norris
going into Sunday’s race, partly because of
a costly spin at his home race in Australia,
the first GP of the season.

He becomes the first Australian to lead
the F1 standings since Mark Webber —
who is now Piastri’s manager — in 2010
as a Red Bull driver. No Australian has won
the title since Alan Jones in 1980.
A race-deciding decision
Piastri said the penalty was what gave him
the win. He had problems keeping up with
Verstappen’s car before the pit stops with-
out damaging his tires.

Piastri beat Verstappen off the line and
was slightly ahead into the first corner, only
for Verstappen to run wide across the chi-
cane. Following a crash between Yuki
Tsunoda and Pierre Gasly seconds later,

Piastri and Verstappen argued their cases
over the radio while lined up behind the
safety car. Verstappen accused Piastri of
forcing him off but the stewards disagreed
and gave the Dutch driver a five-second
penalty for driving off-track and gaining
an advantage. That was “lovely,” Verstappen
reacted sarcastically. He had to serve the
penalty parked at his pit stop before the
crew could touch the car to change tires.

Asked about the incident after the race,
Verstappen instead praised the fans and the
track and said “the rest is what it is.”
Norris’ gamble
Norris recovered to fourth after starting
10th. Norris’ strategy was the opposite of
most of the field, starting on the slower,
longer-lasting hard tires. It meant he
briefly led the race after most other dri-
vers had pitted earlier and could have put
him in a position to win if there was a inci-
dent requiring the safety car or red flag
while he was leading.

There nearly was a big crash when
Fernando Alonso and Gabriel Bortoleto
banged wheels while battling for position
near the back of the field. Two-time
champion Alonso ran into a runoff area
but kept his car under control.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Augsberg

Bayer Leverkusen’s hopes of a second
consecutive Bundesliga title faded
with a 1-1 draw at St. Pauli on

Sunday. Patrik Schick put Leverkusen
ahead in the first half but Carlo Boukhalfa
equalised in the 78th to leave the defend-
ing champion eight points behind Bayern
Munich with four rounds remaining.

Bayern, which beat Heidenheim 4-0 on
Saturday, could clinch the title on Saturday
if it beats Mainz and Leverkusen loses to
Augsberg.

Last season, Leverkusen completed an
unprecedented unbeaten Bundesliga sea-
son for its first Germany league title — and
also went unbeaten to lift the German Cup.

Dortmund wins after Champions
League elimination

Borussia Dortmund beat Borussia
Moenchengladbach 3-2 in Dortmund’s
first game since its Champions League
elimination. 

Dortmund scored three goals in the
space of nine minutes to turn the game
around just before halftime.

Fresh off scoring a hat trick against
Barcelona on Tuesday, Serhou Guirassy
leveled the score in the 41st off Pascal
Gross’ cross following Ko Itakura’s open-
er for Moenchengladbach.

Felix Nmecha made it 2-1 off a cross

from Yan Couto soon after. Daniel
Svensson added a third in the fifth minute
of first-half added time with a looping
header on the rebound when a Guirassy
shot was saved.

Kevin Stoger pulled one back for
Moenchengladbach with a second-half
penalty.On-loan Chelsea midfielder
Carney Chukwuemeka played a prominent
role in the buildup to all three of
Dortmund’s goals after missing the
Barcelona loss with injury.
Augsburg rescues a point
A last-second clearance from Cédric
Zesiger rescued a point for Augsburg in a
0-0 draw with Eintracht Frankfurt that set
back both teams’ efforts to qualify for
European competition next season.

Frankfurt’s Ansgar Knauff seemed cer-
tain to score after dribbling past defend-
er Zesiger and goalkeeper Finn Dahmen
but Zesiger sprinted back and slid to block
Knauff ’s shot in front of an unguarded net.

Augsburg nearly took the win in the
final minutes but Frankfurt goalkeeper
Kevin Trapp reacted quickly to push
Phillip Tietz’s shot around the post.

Frankfurt stays third but has won just
four of 12 Bundesliga games since forward
Omar Marmoush left for Manchester
City in January as teams behind have
gained ground.

Oscar Piastri wins F1’s Saudi Arabian Grand Prix

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Paris

Saint-Etienne boosted its chances of
staying in Ligue 1 after winning a
match which had been interrupted

Sunday when a linesman was hit on the
head by a projectile.

Saint-Etienne beat Lyon 2-1 to dent its
local rival’s hopes of qualifying directly
for the Champions League.

The high-octane match was halted for
45 minutes after linesman Mehdi
Rahmouni was hit by a projectile — pos-
sibly a coin — thrown from the crowd
close to halftime at Stade Geoffroy-
Guichard. Belgian forward Lucas Stassin
scored before and after the interruption
to reach 12 league goals and the 20-year-
old’s scoring prowess could prove crucial
to keeping his side up.

Saint-Etienne moved level on points
with 16th-placed Le Havre in the relega-
tion-playoff spot, with four games left.

Lyon’s goal came from American
defender Tanner Tessmann’s fine curler
from the edge of the penalty area in the
76th minute. It was his first goal for the
club. “We needed to start the game bet-
ter,” Tessmann said. “The first half was
really bad.” French league officials met to
decide whether to continue the match
and agreed to do so because Rahmouni
was not injured.

The match resumed at 10:15 p.M.
Local time with the closing stages of the
first half, and Rahmouni was given a
thumbs up by referee François Letexier
and a warm ovation as he took up his
position.

Letexier had halted the game in the
45th minute. It was unclear who threw
the projectile. There were no away fans

at the match for security reasons due to
a high risk of clashes between rival sup-
porters. Saint-Etienne was leading 1-0 at
the time. Left back Léo Pétrot curled in
a pinpoint cross to Stassin, who headed
in from close range and celebrated
among the fans.

Stassin was shown a red card in the
23rd minute for a crude foul on Lyon
midfielder Corentin Tolisso, who had to
be taken off, but Letexier changed his
decision following a video review and
Stassin received only a yellow card.

The decision enraged Lyon president
John Textor.“One of the most obvious red
cards one can see is waved off,” the
American posted on Instagram.

David double
Canada striker Jonathan David scored

two goals and set up the other as Lille beat
Auxerre 3-1 to maintain its push for a
Champions League place next season.

Lille’s win moved it provisionally up to
fourth place and pressured Lyon, which
had to win. The top three sides in
France earn an automatic place into
Europe’s elite club competition, while the
side in fourth enters qualifying.

Belgium right back Thomas Meunier
gave Lille an early lead after being found
by David, who then netted late in the first
half with a clinical first-time effort.

After an own-goal from Brazilian
defender Alexsandro made it 2-1, David
ran through deep into injury time and
held off defenders before grabbing his
16th league goal of what is likely to be his
final season at Lille. 

He is expected to move to a leading
European club this summer. Since join-
ing Lille in 2020, he has scored 107 goals
in 228 games.

Saint-Etienne beats Lyon 

Liverpool victory over Leicester in Premier League Bayer Leverkusen draw 1-1
with St Pauli in Bundesliga

Neeraj Chopra Classic javelin event shifted to Bengaluru

Bologna defeats Inter Milan in Serie A Indian women’s
hockey team
leaves for five
match series in
Australia



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

Rohit Sharma’s aggressive approach
with the bat might have drawn
criticism for more misses than hits

but Mumbai Indians head coach Mahela
Jayawardene said the team has backed the
former captain to bat at a similar tempo
despite its perils. 

Rohit stroked his way to a match-win-
ning 45-ball 76 here on Sunday against
Chennai Super Kings to banish an ordi-
nary run of scores so far in this IPL sea-
son. “Once he comes off like that, you
know that he’s going to change the game
and the momentum and that’s going to fil-
ter down to the rest of the boys as well, so
pretty happy with the approach,”
Jayawardene told the media in the post-
match press conference. 

“He never changed his approach. The
intent was there from day one, even
though he was failing, so that was good for
us (in the way) that he was trying to play
for the team and how he wanted to do it.
We just backed him to do that,” he added.

Jayawardene said showing situational

awareness is imperative and Rohit was able
to execute his plans well against CSK. 

“He’s been playing at this tempo for a
while and that’s something that he under-
stands himself. But at the same time, he
will understand the game better in situa-
tional awareness as well,” he said.

“Like today, when Ash (Ravichandran
Ashwin) came (on to bowl) as well, he
(Rohit) took a little bit of time. He knew
that he didn’t have to take (on) the long
boundary straight away,” Jayawardene
said. “But those are experienced players
making those good decisions out there.
He’ll still play with that tempo and we’ve
encouraged him to do that because he’s a
damn good player, we want him to take
control of that.

“He has got a couple of other guys who
are going to follow him, who will bat

around him as well (to) take that little bit
of onus away from certain situations,” he
added.  Jayawardene said MI built match-
up situations in the game for Rohit in train-
ing to help him be in the right frame of
mind.  “Rohit does bat in the nets, but there
is a different preparation to how he goes
about it. For him, there were a couple of
good balls he got and then a couple of
times that he tried things that didn’t work,
so you try to fight through those situa-
tions,” he said.

“For a guy with that kind of experience,
you literally leave them be and have those
positive conversations and say that, ‘let’s
do the matchups and then see how he gets
going’ and keep those positive intent.

“That was the very few conversations
Polly (Kieron Pollard) had with him, I had
with him and he was quite okay about
everything. He knows what he needs to
do,” he added.

Jayawardene said there wasn’t much
concern around Rohit’s string of ordinary
scores. “It was just a timing thing that he
gets going and then gets through that first
three, four overs,” he said.
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He (Rohit) has been playing
at this tempo for a while

and that’s something that he
understands himself. 

— MAHELA JAYAWARDENE, COACH

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Lucknow

Delhi Capitals (DC) will expect a
more productive effort from
their openers when they visit the
‘City of Nawabs’ to face an

increasingly confident Lucknow Super
Giants (LSG) in an IPL match here on
Tuesday. The Capitals’ opening has been
a bit of roulette so far this season with Faf
du Plessis, Jake Fraser-McGurk, Abhishek
Porel and the latest entrant Karun Nair
coming in at the pole position.

In fact, in the last five matches they had
three different opening combinations
between those four batters, producing part-
nerships of 23, 34 0, 9, 0.

It also had to do with the injury of Du
Plessis, and the South African’s fitness will
be closely watched ahead of this match.

Thus far, it looked like a minor glitch
because the Capitals have won five of their
seven matches and the middle-order
under the aegis of KL Rahul too worked
like a well-oiled machine.

But Lucknow’s competent bowling unit
of Digvesh Rathi, Ravi Bishnoi, Avesh
Khan and Shardul Thakur, though he is a
bit expensive, has choked the opposition
without much fanfare.

The way Avesh excelled in the 18th and
20th over against Rajasthan Royals in LSG’s
two-run win is an example of that.

It might have also doubled the confi-
dence of the Super Giants that they can pull
off wins from any situation.

Therefore, the Capitals will not like to
leave the task of building the innings to

Rahul and his middle-order colleagues as
they have been doing so often this time.

Instead, the DC management will like
to see their middle-order driving in the
early advantage given to them by the top
two. In contrast, the Lucknow outfit has
a solid top three with Mitchell Marsh,
Nicholas Pooran and Aiden Markram fir-
ing more often than not and it has given
them an edge over opponents in the Power
Play phase.

It’s ironic that the personal form of DC
and LSG skippers is going in exactly the
opposite direction of their teams’ fortunes.

Both DC and LSG have 10 points and

a win will keep them safely perched in the
higher echelons of the points table ahead
of the jostlers.

But the lukewarm form of skipper
Rishabh Pant has been a massive issue for
LSG. He has merely 106 runs from eight
games and 63 of those came in a single
match. His strike-rate of 98 is also a tad
worrisome.

Against Delhi, Pant will have to deal
with an excellent bowling unit comprising
Mitchell Starc, Kuldeep Yadav, Vipraj
Nigam and Mukesh Kumar.

But much like LSG, the Delhi side too
will have some concerns about their skip-

per — Axar Patel. Axar has led well and
made 140 runs at a strike-rate of 159, but
those improvements have masked his
diminishing returns as a bowler — just a
solitary wicket from seven matches at an
economy of 9.36.

It seems that the added responsibility of
captaining the side and the demands bat-
ting higher up in the order have forced
Axar to neglect his primary skills.

The DC management might want him
to address this disparity at the earliest so
that they can have more variety in their
attack.
Teams
Lucknow Super Giants: Rishabh Pant
(wk/captain), Aiden Markram, Mitchell
Marsh, Nicholas Pooran, Ayush Badoni,
Abdul Samad, David Miller, Shardul
Thakur, Avesh Khan, Akash Deep, Digvesh
Singh Rathi, Ravi Bishnoi, Prince Yadav,
Shahbaz Ahmed, Matthew Breetzke,
Himmat Singh, Shamar Joseph,
Manimaran Siddharth, Aryan Juyal, RS
Hangargekar, Yuvraj Chaudhary, Akash
Maharaj Singh, Mayank Yadav, Arshin
Kulkarni.
Delhi Capitals: Axar Patel (c), Jake Fraser-
McGurk, Abishek Porel, Karun Nair, KL
Rahul(w), Tristan Stubbs, Ashutosh
Sharma, Vipraj Nigam, Mitchell Starc,
Kuldeep Yadav, Mohit Sharma, Mukesh
Kumar, Sameer Rizvi, Darshan Nalkande,
Donovan Ferreira, Tripurana Vijay,
Dushmantha Chameera, Faf du Plessis, T
Natarajan, Ajay Jadav Mandal, Manvanth
Kumar L, Madhav Tiwari. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

India’s Test and ODI captain Rohit
Sharma and batting talisman Virat
Kohli retained their place in the top

category, while the out-of-favour duo of
Shreyas Iyer and Ishan Kishan returned
to the fold in lower brackets in a 34-strong
list of centrally contracted players released
by the BCCI on Monday.

The A+ grade, which commands an
annual retainership fee of `7 crore, also
features Ravindra Jadeja and pace spear-
head Jasprit Bumrah much like the last
few years. India’s Champions Trophy
hero Iyer has been the notable comeback
in the list, inducted in group B which
comes with an annual remuneration of ̀ 3
crore. Iyer was dropped last season for
allegedly ignoring domestic cricket for
IPL. Wicketkeeper-batter Ishan Kishan.
Dropped for the same reason, also made
a comeback in category C, which is worth
`1 crore annually.

Rishabh Pant, who was demoted to

group B during the 2023-24 season as he
didn’t play due to his recovery from a life-
threatening accident, is back in A catego-
ry in place of the retired Ravichandran
Ashwin. Category A comes with a retain-
ership of `5 crore annually.

Category C features the maximum

number of players, 19 in all, with five new
entrants in Harshit Rana, Varun
Chakravarthy, Abhishek Sharma and
Nitish Kumar Reddy and Akash Deep,
who earlier had a fast bowling contract. 

The only notable name missing in the
list is Mumbai all-rounder Shardul

Thakur, who last played for India in the
2023 ODI World Cup game against
Bangladesh in Pune. 

Fast bowler Avesh Khan, keeper-batters
Kona Bharat and Jitesh Sharma have also
been excluded from the list.
BCCI central contracts list:
A+ category: Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli,
Jasprit Bumrah, Ravindra Jadeja
A category: Mohammed Siraj, KL Rahul,
Shubman Gill, Hardik Pandya,
Mohammed Shami, Rishabh Pant
B category: Suryakumar Yadav, Kuldeep
Yadav, Axar Patel, Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Shreyas Iyer
C category: Rinku Singh, Tilak Verma,
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Shivam Dube, Ravi
Bishnoi, Washington Sundar, Mukesh
Kumar, Sanju Samson, Arshdeep Singh,
Prasidh Krishna, Rajat Patidar, Dhruv
Jurel, Sarfaraz Khan, Nitish Kumar
Reddy, Ishan Kishan, Abhishek Sharma,
Akash Deep, Varun Chakaravarthy,
Harshit Rana. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

We need to see whether we are
playing the right form of crick-
et,” the struggling Chennai

Super Kings’ skipper Mahendra Singh
Dhoni said, urging his teammates to do
a bit of soul-searching with an eye on the
bigger picture of creating a “secure
eleven” for the 2026 IPL season.

Dhoni hinted that players “aren’t apply-
ing themselves” but also said that he is
closer to identifying the core for next year.

“With all the games that are in front of
us that we are supposed to win, we just
take it one game at a time and if we lose
a few, what will be important for us is to
get the right combination for next year,”
Dhoni said after his team got trounced by
nine wickets at the hands of Mumbai
Indians in an IPL game here on Sunday
evening. “You do not want too many play-
ers getting changed, what will be impor-
tant is to try and qualify, but if not get a
secure 11 for next year and come back
strong,” the skipper said.

If one talks about core, CSK’s class of

2026 will not be a ‘Dad’s Army’ like the
previous years. A 17-year-old Ayush
Mhatre, 20-year-old Shaikh Rasheed,
21-year-old Dewald Brevis, and 22-year-
old Vansh Bedi are expected to form the
batting core next year with the 25-year-
old Rachin Ravindra, skipper Ruturaj
Gaikwad and slogger Shivam Dube.

Having already lost six out of eight
games, the bottom-placed CSK will find
it extremely difficult to win all their
remaining six games to make it to the last
four stage which looks like a long shot at
the moment. “We are successful because
we play good cricket and at the same time,
when we are not playing good cricket
what is important is not to get too emo-
tional about it and at the same time, you
want to be practical,” he added.

Dhoni rarely gives his opinion on any
issue but he did not mince words in dis-
secting his team’s poor batting. CSK have
consistently failed to either chase or put
up big scores.

“I think we were quite below par,
because we all knew that dew will come
in the second half and we were in a posi-

tion to exploit the middle overs,” Dhoni
spoke about lack of cricketing sense
among the batters. He wanted his set bat-
ters to start slogging slightly earlier .

“I just felt that (Jasprit) Bumrah being
one of the best death bowlers in the world
right now, once he (Bumrah) started early,
that was the time we should have capi-
talised and started our slog slightly early.

“And if even Bumrah also goes for runs,
it’s a plus point. I think there were a few
overs where we could have got slightly
more runs. We needed those runs because
175 with the dew around is not a par
score.” He was all praise for Mhatre, who
smashed everyone out of the park.

“I think as a youngster he batted real-
ly well, and that’s the kind of approach that
is needed where you play your shots and
at the same time, you pick your shots that
is your strength,” the skipper said.

“He went and played his shots and we
also have not seen him much. So, it is a
good sign for us at the top of the order
that if he can keep playing the shots, it will
become slightly easier for the middle and
lower order.” 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Star Afghan spinner Rashid Khan
says the pressure of performance in
IPL is more than the World Cup and

Shubman Gill as the leader of Gujarat
Titans has a great opportunity to take bold
decisions to prove his credentials as a great
captain. Rashid, who plays under Gill at
Gujarat Titans, spoke highly of his skip-
per saying he has all the qualities to be a
great leader. 

“Shubman has a very bright future as a
leader, not just as a batter but in the way
he thinks and understands the game,”
Rashid said on JioHotstar’s special series
‘Gen Gold’. “He comes with a plan. He’s
very calm, and when you see him on the
ground-the way he manages the team, the
bowlers, and the overall environment, he
has all the qualities to be a great leader. 

“He’s captaining in such a big league, and
the pressure here is even more than the
World Cup. This is the best opportunity
for him as a captain to perform under pres-
sure and take bold decisions,” said the 26-
year-old wily leg-spinner.

Talking about his own brief stint with
Titans as skipper when Hardik Pandya was
indisposed, Rashid said the opportunity
during the 2022 season helped him grow
as a leader which helped him do nation-
al duty even better.

“It was a dream come true. That expe-
rience helped me grow, not just in the
league but also when I returned to lead
Afghanistan. I started thinking different-
ly,” he said. “Compared to 4–5 years ago,
I had a shift in mindset. That leadership
stint helped me and played a part in
Afghanistan reaching the semi-finals in
2024 (of the T20 World Cup).” 

IPL: Delhi Capitals take on LSG  
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

Star batter Rohit Sharma asserted that
he never doubted his abilities amidst
a prolonged lean patch, and termed

the glorious fifty against Chennai Super
Kings (CSK) as a validation of the faith
he has in his skill sets. 

‘Player of the Match’ Rohit slammed
four boundaries and six maximums in his
unbeaten 45-ball 76 to guide Mumbai
Indians to a nine-wicket win over the
Super Kings. It was Rohit’s first fifty of
this IPL season after scores of 0, 8. 13, 17,
18, and 26 in the previous matches. 

“After being here for a long time, it’s
easy to start doubting yourself and start
doing different things. It was important
for me to practice well, hit the ball well.
When you are clear in your mind, things
like this can happen,” said Rohit. 

The former MI skipper said pressure
would mount if a player began to doubt
his own abilities. 

“It has been a while (getting a big
score) but if you doubt yourself, you put
pressure on yourself. It is important to
balance how you want to play. Today I
wanted to hit the ball but it was also
important to hold the shape and extend
the arms.

“And then if the ball is in the arc, I want
to try what i always do. It has not been
happening consistently but I am not
going to doubt myself,” he added.

With one of the stands at the

Wankhede Stadium to be built in his hon-
our, Rohit, who played most of his for-
mative cricket here, said it was a “huge
honour” for him.

“Looks pretty far! Huge honour. I used
to come here as a kid and watch the game.
We were not allowed to come here at
some stage. I grew up playing at this
ground, now to have that stand, huge
honour. “Do not know how I will react
when it actually comes up. Satisfying part
was to finish the game.”

Mumbai Indians have jumped to sixth
spot on the table with four wins and Rohit
said the team was building up the
momentum. “We are peaking at the right
time, winning three on the trot. Winning
back-to-back is important, we stand in
a good position,” he said. 

MI skipper Hardik Pandya said he was
never overly perturbed by Rohit’s lack of
runs as he knew they would come soon.

“The way Rohit and Suryakumar bat,
it is a relief from outside. You don’t have
to worry about Rohit’s form. He’s gonna
come good like this. 

“We knew when he comes good, the
opposition will be out. SKY (Surya) com-
plimented him,” Hardik said.

“Percentage cricket is high, we are not
trying magical stuff and sticking to sim-
ple cricket. Knew they (CSK) were
behind the game and wanted to keep it
tight. The fast bowlers went for runs and
we knew 175 was below par,” said
Pandya. 

If you doubt yourself, you put
pressure on yourself: Rohit

Mumbai Indians have encouraged Rohit to
bat with aggressive approach: Jayawardene 

Even if CSK does not qualify, need to
get ‘secure eleven’: Captain MS Dhoni 
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For a side which has thrived on expe-
rienced players for its five IPL titles,
it was uncharacteristic of Chennai

Super Kings to promote a 17-year-old
Ayush Mhatre barely days after he joined
the camp. It was only last Monday when
domestic giants Mumbai’s newest batting
talent Mhatre joined the CSK ranks for
an IPL marred by lack of form and
courage from batters, made worse by a
season-ending injury to skipper Ruturaj
Gaikwad.

Mhatre’s debut against MI might have
come as a surprise for those who have
seen CSK taking their own time before
putting faith in young players. But his
story will now be that point in history
when the IPL powerhouse ended its
own tradition with a “view to the future”.

In a mere 18 minutes in the middle,
Mhatre gave a fine account of himself for
someone who wants to be purely known
as an “aggressive batsman”, something that
he said after breaking Yashasvi Jaiswal’s
List A record for being the youngest to
score 150 or more. On Sunday, he struck
four fours and two sixes for a 15-ball 32.

Mhatre’s brisk knock didn’t last long but

it gave CSK the spunk they’ve been
missing in the powerplay most of this IPL,
putting him in a very small group of play-
ers to watch out for in the future includ-
ing Rajasthan Royals’  Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi. It also rightfully earned
him a pat on the back from senior pros
Rohit Sharma and Suryakumar Yadav.

“We have had a few players through at
our trainings and he was a player that
stood out,” CSK head coach Stephen
Fleming told the media after the match.

“It’s still very hard when you’re in a net
situation to get a true gauge of a player,
but from a skill set (perspective), he was
very impressive and a very composed
young man which is often just as impor-
tant.

“Both MS (Dhoni) and I were very
impressed with the way he held himself
together for the trial, and when the oppor-
tunity came up — we have obviously got
a view to the future — he was a name that
was pretty easy to pick,” he added.

Fleming acknowledged CSK’s situation
of carrying several out-of-form batters
and Mhatre’s familiarity with his home-
town Mumbai and the Wankhede
Stadium spurred them to hand him the
debut.

“Probably the position (that) we’re in,
and with the injury to Rutu and with form
for others, it made it quite an easy deci-
sion to get him in there,” Fleming said.

“A stage that seems big — but it’s (the)
one that’s familiar — so we banked on
him being comfortable with his surround-
ings and he certainly looked all that. It was
an impressive debut,” he added.

From a far away suburb of Virar,
Mhatre learnt his cricket in Mumbai tak-
ing early morning days into the city and
putting in the hard yards.

He rose through the ranks quickly
before an unfortunate road accident
involving Musheer Khan paved the
way for the 17-year-old to be picked,
and Mhatre made the most of the
opportunity.

His maiden century in Ranji Trophy
was not merely a ton but a knock long
enough to tell that there was plenty of
substance in his fledgling career. Mhatre
scored 176 for his maiden First-Class ton
which came off 232 balls with 22 fours
and four sixes as Mumbai took down
Maharashtra by nine wickets. He scored
471 runs in eight matches at 33.64 with
two centuries and one fifty in his debut
Ranji season.

In the premier 50-overs domestic com-
petition Vijay Hazare Trophy, Mhatre’s
successful run persisted as he scored 458
runs in seven matches at 65.42 with two
centuries and a fifty to finish eighth in the
overall list of highest run-scorers.

Mhatre is not alone, 20-year-old Shaikh
Rasheed, 21-year-old Dewald Brevis, and
22-year-old Vansh Bedi are also expect-
ed to form CSK’s batting core next year.

“Is it sustainable in tricky conditions?
I don’t know. Is the subtlety of the game
going to keep growing? I’m concerned.
But in terms of what they’re bringing and
how they’re playing their first games, it
is certainly impressive,” Floeming said of
the younger crop.

Mumbai Indians’ head coach Mahela
Jayawardene said the exposure to rigor-
ous domestic cricket is instilling qualities
of intent and confidence, but also warned
about the longer run.

“As long as we see the talent, as long as
they see the intent and the confidence,
then you will back that talent,” he said.

“It’s refreshing to see all these young
guys coming every year and doing that.
But the key is to be consistent over a peri-
od of time and that’s something that we
need to wait and see,” he added. 

IPL: Ayush Mhatre debut marks shift in CSK’s with experience-first philosophy

BCCI central contracts: Rohit, Virat retained in top gradeShubman Gill take bold
decisions: Rashid Khan


